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FOREWORD
P e rv a s iv e  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  am a  Jew 
an d  t h a t  I  have been  p a r t  o f  t h e  J e w ish  community o f  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  f o r  more th a n  f o r t y  y e a r s .  As lo n g  a s  I  can  remember, 
I  have h e a rd ,  i n  Y id d ish  and  E n g l i s h ,  t a l k  o f  J e w is h n e s s — 
o f  th e  m isery  o f  th e  Old C o u n try ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  s u rv iv e  
i n  t h e  new, and th e  y e a rn in g  t o  su c c e e d ,  b u t  a lw a y s  th e  
n e e d ,  th e  demand t o  m a in ta in  J e w ish  i d e n t i t y ,  h e r i t a g e ,  and 
t r a d i t i o n .  From f a m i ly ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  a n d  f r i e n d s  I  l i s t e n e d  
t o  t h e i r  t a l k ,  and saw t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  an d  knew t h e i r  f e e l ­
i n g s ,  and  I  ab so rb ed  t h e i r  c u l t u r e .
My p a r e n t s  e m ig ra te d  from th e  p ro v in c e  o f  Minsk in  
R u s s ia  t o  th e  H i l l  d i s t r i c t  of  P i t t s b u r g h ,  a  J e w ish  g h e t t o ,  
a  few y e a rs  b e fo re  World War I ,  I  was b o rn  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e y  had moved to  th e  N o rth  S ide  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s m a l l  
g r o c e r y  s to r e  in  a n  a lm o s t  c o m p le te ly  G e n t i l e  n e ig h b o rh o o d ,
I  l i v e d  in  t h i s  community t o  e a r l y  a d u l th o o d .
My w ife ,  who i s  a l s o  J e w is h ,  was b o rn  i n  t h e  H i l l ,  
Her p a r e n t s  had come t o  th e  H i l l  from Rumania s h o r t l y  b e ­
f o r e  World War I ,  About a  y e a r  a f t e r  h e r  b i r t h ,  h e r  f a m ily  
moved t o  th e  E a s t  End o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  an d  a  few y e a r s  l a t e r  
moved t o  McKees Rocks, a  sm a l l  m i l l  town w est o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  
She , to o ,  grew to  a d u l th o o d  in  a n  overw helm ing ly  G e n t i l e  
n e ig h b o rh o o d .
i i
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S in c e  o u r  m a r r ia g e ,  we have r e s i d e d  i n  a  v e ry  
d i f f e r e n t  e n v iro n m e n t,  i n  t h e  l a r g e s t  J e w ish  community o f  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  p re d o m in a te ly  J e w ish  i n  popu­
l a t i o n  an d  c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s io n .
My w if e  a n d  I  have many r e l a t i v e s  i n  th e  P i t t s b u r g h  
a r e a ,  some o f  whom had a r r i v e d  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  b e f o re  th e  
t u r n  o f  th e  c e n t u r y .  A t one tim e o r  a n o t h e r ,  one or more 
o f  them have r e s i d e d  i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  th e  J e w ish  commun­
i t i e s  o f  th e  a r e a .
As I  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  in v o lv e d  w i th  th e  P i t t s ­
bu rg h  J e w ish  community, I  became aw are o f  th e  scope and 
p a t t e r n s  o f  t h i s  community. F i r s t ,  a s  a n  o b s e rv e r  and  
p a r t i c i p a n t  an d  th e n  a s  r e s e a r c h e r ,  I  engaged in  c o u n t l e s s  
d i s c u s s i o n s  an d  i n t e r v i e w s  w i th  f e l l o w  Jew s: r a b b i s ,
synagogue o f f i c i a l s ,  community l e a d e r s ,  ag en cy  s t a f f — 
th o s e  p e o p le  w i th  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  and  knowledge ; 
and w i th  t a i l o r s ,  p e d d l e r s ,  je w e lry  s a le sm e n ,  h o usew ives— 
th o s e  p e o p le  who t e d  no p r o f e s s i o n a l  back g ro u n d  b u t  had 
l i v e d  a  l i f e  and wanted t o  t a l k  a b o u t  i t .  And a lw ays t h e r e  
was t a l k  w i th  f a m i ly ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  and good f r i e n d s .  Many of 
th e  su rm ise s  I  s t a t e  in  t h e  s tudy  have e v o lv e d  from t h e i r  
y e a r s  o f  l i v i n g  and how th e y  saw i t  h ap p en . To a t t e m p t  t o  
l i s t  a l l  who have so  c o n t r ib u te d  would be  im p o s s ib le .  How­
e v e r ,  I  have n o te d  i n  th e  body o f  t h e  s tu d y  th o s e  p e rso n s  
who p o s s e s s e d  a  un iq u e  knowledge o f  a  c i r c u m s ta n c e  and 
s h a re d  i t  w i th  me. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  I  w ish  t o  th an k  Mr, S au l 
W eisberg , A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c to r  o f  th e  U n i te d  Je w ish  F e d e r a t i o n
i i i
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o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  f o r  m aking  a v a i l a b l e  t o  me b a s i c  f i l e s  and  
l i s t s  f o r  t h e  1938 an d  I 963 J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n s .  From a l l  
o f  them, I  have g a in e d  I n v a lu a b le  u n d e r s t a n d in g s  o f  th e  
J e w ish  community o f  P i t t s b u r g h .  To a l l  o f  them , I  e x p re s s  
deep  a p p r e c i a t i o n .
Iv
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The p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  r e c o r d ,  
map, and  examine th e  ch an g in g  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
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J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  o f P i t t s b u r g h  w ere d e v e lo p e d  f o r  two 
y e a r s  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  th e  s tu d y — 1938 and  I 9 6 3 . From 
t h e s e  l i s t s ,  head  o f  h o u se h o ld s  a n d  a d d r e s s  i n f o r m a t io n  
was key punched , s o r t e d  by a d d r e s s ,  key punched f o r  c en su s  
t r a c t  l o c a t i o n ,  and  m achine t o t a l e d  by census  t r a c t .
T a b le s  and  maps were p r e p a re d  from  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  so p ro d u ced .
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F o r  th e  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  1938, i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  
r e l y  more h e a v i l y  on v a r i o u s  docum ents  an d  r e c o r d s  t o  i n d i ­
c a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  J e w is h  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  P i t t s b u r g h .  Of
g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  w ere th e  num erous i n t e r v i e w s  c o n d u c te d  by 
t h e  w r i t e r  t o  g a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  i n s i g h t  o f  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  
J e w is h  s e t t l e m e n t .
The e v o lv in g  p a t t e r n  o f  J e w is h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n
P i t t s b u r g h  th ro u g h  more th a n  a  c e n tu r y  a n d  a  h a l f  has
r e v e a l e d  two m a jo r  an d  p e r s i s t e n t  s p a t i a l  th e m e s .  F i r s t ,  
t h e  t h r u s t  o f  movement h a s  b e e n  e a s tw a rd ,  f rom  downtown t o  
t h e  a d j o i n i n g  H i l l ,  t o  O ak lan d , t o  E a s t  End, a n d  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l .  T h is  movement r e f l e c t s  t h e  r a p i d  r i s e  i n  a f f l u e n c e  
f o r  P i t t s b u r  ; h ' s  Jew s who were a b l e  t o  b r e a k  from  th e  
s q u a l i d  g h e t t o  o f  t h e  H i l l  and  s e a r c h  f o r  more a t t r a c t i v e  
n e ig h b o rh o o d s  and  h o u s in g ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  f a c i l ­
i t i e s .  T hese  a m e n i t i e s  were t o  be fo u n d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
a r e a s ,  t h e  n ew er ,  more p r o s p e r o u s  an d  d e s i r a b l e  a r e a s  o f  
th e  c i t y .  Even a f t e r  m oving i n t o  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  Jews g r a v i ­
t a t e d  tO T^rd th e  f i n e r  s e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a s ,  from 
E a s t  L i b e r t y  t o  t h e  H ig h la n d  P a rk  s e c t i o n  o f  E a s t  End, from  
s o u th w e s te r n  O akland t o  e a s t e r n  O akland  a n d  S h a d y s id e .
When J e w is h  m i g r a t i o n  b e g a n  t o  t h e  su b u rb s  a f t e r  World War 
I I ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  was s h a r p l y  s e l e c t i v e  a g a i n —t o  th e  
e a s t e r n  and  s o u th e r n  s u b u r b s ,  th e  s u b u rb s  t h a t  c o n n o ted  
p r e s t i g e  and  d e s i r a b i l i t y .  The d r i v e  f o r  s t a t u s ,  f o r  
a t t a i n m e n t ,  and  f o r  t h e  v i s i b l e  sym bols o f  t h e s e  d r i v e s  
a p p a r e n t l y  have b e e n  p r o fo u n d ly  im p o r ta n t  i n  J e w ish
x i
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s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h .  S e c o n d ly ,  and param oun t,  has  
b e e n  t h e  marked an d  c o n t in u in g  c l u s t e r i n g  o f  th e  Jew ish  
p o p u l a t i o n .  From th e  b e g in n in g  of J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  a s  Jew s moved a n d  th e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e i r  move­
ment f lo w ed  a n d  changed , th e  Jew ish  p o p u la t i o n  n e v e r  d i s ­
p e r s e d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c i t y ,  b u t  rem ained  c o n c e n t r a t e d  an d  
c l u s t e r e d .  By t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n s ,  h i s t o r y ,  a n d  r e l i g i o n ,  
Jews s e e m in g ly  have b een  c o n d i t io n e d  t o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  w i th  
t h e i r  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s  i n  a  community l a r g e  enough to  o f f e r  
s e c u r i t y ,  t o  m a in t a in  th e  r i c h  p a t t e r n  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  J e w ish  community l i f e ,  and  to  a l lo w  th e  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f r e s p o n s i b l e  c o n c e rn  f o r  community w e l l ­
b e i n g ,  T h i s  p r e f e r e n c e — p e rh a p s  t h i s  n e e d —t o  l i v e  w i th  
t h e i r  own h a s  b e e n  emblazoned upon th e  p a t t e r n s  o f J ew ish  
p o p u l a t i o n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,
x i i
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CHAPTER I  
INTRODUCTION
T h is  s tu d y  i s  co n cern ed  w i th  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  th e  
J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  t h e  c h a n g in g  s p a t i a l  p a t ­
t e r n s  o f a n  e t h n i c  group o v e r  t i r e  i n  a n  u rb a n  s e t t i n g .
The p u rp o se  o f t h i s  s tu d y  i s  t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  r e c o r d ,  and  map 
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  from e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e ­
ment t o  1963 an d  t o  examine th e  ch an g in g  p a t t e r n  and  q u a l i t y  
o f  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  be tw een  1938 and  I 9 6 3 .
J e w ish  p o p u la t i o n  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  h as  been  a 
s u b j e c t  o f  c o n s id e r a b l e  r e s e a r c h . ^  In  m ost o f th e  r e l e v a n t
^The f o l lo w in g  r e p r e s e n t  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  b a s i c  works 
co n ce rn ed  w i th  Jew s: J e w lsh  J o u r n a l  o f  S o c io lo g y , V o ls ,  I -X I  
(1 9 5 9 - ) ;  J e w ish  S o c i a l  St u d i e s  Q u a r t e r l y , V o l s ,  I-XXXI 
( I 939 - ) ;  J e w ish  Q u a r t e r l y . V o ls ,  I-LX ( I 9 I O - ) ; A m erican  Jew ish  
Y ear Book, V o ls ,  I-LXXI ( I 899 - ) ; P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  A m erican 
J e w ish  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y , V o ls ,  I-LXXVII (1893 - ) 5 YIVO A nnual 
o f  J e w ish  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e . V o ls ,  I-XXIV ( 1 9 4 6 - ) ;  P ro c e e d in g s  
o f  A m erican J e w ish  C o n fe re n c e . V o ls ,  I-XXVII ( 1943-) ; A n n m l 
R e p o r t  o f  th e  A m erican  Je w ish  C om m ittee . V o ls ,  I-LXXIV 
( 1906 - ) ;  Shlomo Shunam i, B ib l io g ra p h y  o f  J e w ish  Bi b l i o g r a ­
p h i e s . 2d e d , ,  ( J e ru s a le m :  Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 ^5 ) ;  R aphael 
P a t a i ,  e d , ,  C u r r e n t  J e w ish  S o c i a l  R ese a rc h  (New York:
Theodore H e rz l  F o u n d a t io n ,  I 95 8 ) ; Moses R i s c h i n ,  ^  In v e n to ry  
o f  A m erican  J e w ish  H i s to r y  (Cam bridge: H arvard  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  195^)1 O scar  S m e ltz ,  e d , ,  J e w ish  Demography and  
S t a t i s t i c s ; B ib l io g r a p h y  f o r  1920- 1960, I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Contem­
p o r a ry  Jew ry ( J e ru s a le m :  Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y ,  I 96 I ) ;  M a rs h a l l  
S k l a r e ,  e d . , The J e w s ; S o c i a l  P a t t e r n s  o f  a n  A m erican  Group 
(G len co e , I l l i n o i s :  F r e e  P r e s s ,  1958); Lawrence H, F u c h s ,  The 
P o l i t i c a l  B eh a v io r  o f  A m erican J e w s . (G len co e ,  I l l i n o i s ;  F re e  
P r e s s ,  1956 ) ;  P e t e r  I s a a c  R ose, e d , ,  The G h e t to  an d  Beyond ; 
E ssa y s  on Je w ish  L i f e  i n  A m erica (New York: Random House, I 9 6 7 ) ; 
James Y a f fe ,  The A m erican  Jews (New York; Random H ouse, I 9 6 8 ) ; 
H aro ld  U r i e l  R ib a lo w , e d , ,  M id -C e n tu ry ; An A n th o lo g y  o f  Jew ish  
L i f e  and C u l tu r e  i n  Our Times (New York: M acm illan  Company, 
T95^}~, '
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w o rk s ,  Jews u s u a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e  th e  e x c lu s iv e  group  u n d e r  
s t u d y .  However, i n  a  number o f  w orks, Jews form  b u t  a  
p a r t  o f  t h e  community o r  t o p i c  un d er  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  o r  one 
o f  t h e  g ro u p s  b e in g  ex a m in e d .% S tu d ie s  a l s o  r e a d i l y  i n d i ­
c a t e  t h a t  Jew s have been  s tu d i e d  from a  wide r a n g e  o f  v ie w ­
p o i n t —from t h a t  o f  th e  h i s t o r i a n ,  s o c i o l o g i s t ,  p o l i t i c a l  
s c i e n t i s t ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t ,  d em ographer,  t h e o l o g i a n ,  a n d  o t h e r  
c o m p e te n t  and  d e d ic a t e d  s c h o l a r s .  B ut q u i t e  a p p a r e n t  i s  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  g e o g ra p h e rs  have  n o t become in v o lv e d  i n  
s t u d i e s  o f  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n .
E x i s t i n g  s t u d i e s  o f  u rb a n  Je w ish  p o p u la t i o n s  o r  
co m m u n itie s  by v a r io u s  s c h o l a r s ,  many e x h i b i t i n g  c a r e f u l  
a n d  p r o d u c t iv e  r e s e a r c h ,  l a r g e l y  o v e r lo o k  o r ,  a t  b e s t ,  con­
s i d e r  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Je w ish  p o p u la t i o n  i n  a  h ig h ly
^N athan  G la z e r  an d  D a n ie l  Moynihan, Beyond th e  
M e l t in g  P o t ; The N e g ro e s , t h e  P u e r to  R ic a n s , J e w s ,
I t a l i a n s , an d  I r i s h  o f  New York C i ty  {Cambridge: H arv a rd  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  I 9S3 ) ; S t a n le y  L ie b e r s o n ,  E th n ic  P a t t e r n s  
i n  A m erican  C i t i e s  (New York: F re e  P r e s s  o f  G len co e ,  I 9 6 3 ) ; 
M i l to n  L . B a r ro n ,  e d , ,  A m erican  M in o r i t i e s  (New York:
A l f r e d  A, K nopf, 1957);  C h a r l e s  F ,  Marden an d  G ladys 
M eyer, M i n o r i t i e s  i n  A m erican  S o c ie ty  (New York: A m erican  
Book Company, 196277 M arv in  Sussman, e d , .  Community 
S t r u c t u r e  and  A n a ly s i s  (New York; Thomas Y. C ro w e ll ,  19 5 9 );  
G e rh a rd  L ensky , The R e l i g i o u s  F a c t o r ; A S o c i o l o g i c a l  S tudy  
o f  R e l ig io n * s  Im pact on P o l i t i c s , Econom ics, an d  F a m ily  
L i f e  (New York: Doubleday a n d  Company, I n c , ,  196171 
H e r b e r t  Gans, The Urban V i l l a g e r s  (New York: F r e e  P r e s s  of 
G le n c o e ,  I 9 6 2 ) ; A l lo n  S h o e n e r ,  comp,, P o r t a l  t o  A m e r ic a :
The Lower E a s t  S i d e , 1870-1925 (New York: H o l t ,  R i n e h a r t ,  
a n d  W inston , I 967 ) ,
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g e n e r a l i z e d  a n d  p e r i p h e r a l  s e n s e , 3 No g e o g ra p h ic  s tu d y  o f  
a n  u rb a n  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  h as  been  d o n e .  I n  f a c t ,  
g e o g ra p h e rs  hav e  made few  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  o f  any  
e t h n i c  g ro u p  i n  a n  u rb a n  a r e a ,  Lew is a n d  M o r r i l l  have 
exam ined a s p e c t s  o f  Negro d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  Lew is i n v e s t i g a t e d
3 B a r n e t t  R, B r i c k n e r ,  "The C i n c i n n a t i  J e w ish  Com­
m u n ity ;  An H i s t o r i c a l  and  D e s c r i p t i v e  S tu d y " (u n p u b l i s h e d  
Ph ,D , d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C i n c i n n a t i ,  1935 )5 
J u l i a n  A, F ie b e lm a n ,  "A S o c i a l  and  Economic S tu d y  o f  th e  
New O r le a n s  J e w ish  Community" (u n p u b l i s h e d  Ph ,D . d i s s e r t a ­
t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  1 9 3 9 ) ;  Henry M eyer, "The 
S t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  J e w ish  Community i n  t h e  C i ty  o f  D e t r o i t "  
( u n p u b l i s h e d  Ph ,D , d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ich igan ,
19 4 0 );  Hyman Bogomolny G r i n s t e i n ,  The R ise  o f  th e  J e w ish  
Community o f  New Y ork , 1654- 1860 ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J e w ish  
P u b l i c a t i o n  S o c ie ty  o f  A m erica , 1945);  A l b e r t  I s a a c  Gordon, 
"The Jews o f  M in n e a p o lis :  A S tudy  i n  A c c u l t u r a t i o n "  (u n ­
p u b l i s h e d  P h ,D , d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M in n e so ta ,
1949 ) ;  E r i c h  R o s e n th a l ,  "The J e w ish  P o p u la t i o n  o f  C h icag o , 
I l l i n o i s ;  S iz e  a n d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  a s  D erived  from V o t e r s '
L i s t s "  ( u n p u b l i s h e d  Ph,D , d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C h icag o ,  1949 ) ;  George K a n z le r ,  "The J e w ish  Community of 
W il l ia m sb u rg ,  B rook lyn : A S tudy  o f  F a c t o r s  a n d  P a t t e r n s  
o f  Change i n  t h e  O r g a n iz a t io n  an d  S t r u c t u r e  o f  a  Community 
i n  T r a n s i t i o n "  (u n p u b l i s h e d  Ph,D , d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Columbia 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 5 4 ) ;  S t u a r t  R o sen b erg ,  The J e w is h  Community 
i n  R o c h e s t e r , 1843- 1925 (New York: Columbia U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1954 ) ;  F ra n k  R o s e n th a l ,  The Jews o f  Des M o in es , th e  
F i r s t  C en tu ry  (Des M oines, Iowa: Je w ish  W elfa re  F e d e r a t i o n ,  
1957 ) ;  S t a n l e y  K, Bigman, The J e w ish  P o p u l a t i o n  o f  G r e a te r  
W ashing ton  i n  1956 (W ash ing ton , D, C , ; J e w ish  Community 
C o u n c i l  o f  G r e a t e r  W ashing ton , 1 9 5 7 );  Max H a l p e r t ,  "The 
Jews o f  B r o w n s v i l l e ,  1880-1925; A D em ographic , Economic, 
S o c i o - C u l t u r a l  S tudy" ( u n p u b l i s h e d  Ph ,D , d i s s e r t a t i o n ,
Y esh iva  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 5 8 );  Solomon Jo sh u a  Kohn, The J e w ish  
Community o f  U t i c a , New Y o rk . 1847-1948 (New York; A m erican  
J e w ish  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty ,  1 9 5 9 ) ;  S e l i g  A d le r  and Thomas E. 
C o n n o lly ,  From A r a r a t  t o  S u b u r b ia : The H i s to r y  of t h e  
J e w ish  Community of B u f f a lo  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J e w ish  P u b l i c a t i o n  
S o c ie ty  o f  A m erica ,  I 96O ); Moses R i s c h in ,  The P rom ised  C i t y ; 
New Y o rk 's  J e w s , 1870-1914 (Cam bridge; H arv a rd  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1962 ) ;  L'huis J .  Swichkow and  L loyd  P , G a r t n e r ,  The 
H i s to r y  o f  t h e  Jews o f  Milwaukee ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J e w ish  
P u b l i c a t i o n  S o c ie ty  o f  A m erica , I 963 ) ;  Solomon P o l l ,  The 
H a s id ic  Community o f W ill ia m sb u rg  (New York: F r e e  P r e s s  o f  
G len co e ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,
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c h a n g e s  In  Negro d i s t r i b u t i o n  an d  t h e  im pac t on t h e  v o t i n g  
p a t t e r n s  i n  F l i n t ,  M ic h ig a n .  M o r r i l l  s t u d i e d  th e  N egro 
g h e t t o ,  u s in g  S e a t t l e ,  W ash in g to n  i n  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  
a  m odel o f  g h e t t o  e x p a n s io n  a s  a  d i f f u s i o n  p r o c e s s  i n t o  t h e  
s u r r o u n d in g  w h i te  a r e a , ^  Novak mapped t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
P u e r to  R ic a n s  on M a n h a t ta n  I s l a n d  f o r  1950, u t i l i z i n g ,  
b a s i c a l l y ,  a  B u reau  o f  t h e  C ensus  s p e c i a l  t a b u l a t i o n  by 
e n u m e ra t io n  d i s t r i c t  i n  New York s t a t e ,  o f  p e r s o n s  b o r n  i n  
P u e r to  R ic o  o r  o f  P u e r to  R ic a n  p a r e n t a g e . 5 C r e v e l i n g ,  i n  
1951 , d e l i n e a t e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  c u l t u r a l  g ro u p in g s  i n  
W o r c e s te r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  by s u p e r im p o s in g  a  g r i d  w i th  e a s t -  
w es t  an d  n o r t h - s o u t h  l i n e s  o n e - f o u r t h  m i le  a p a r t  on a  c i t y  
s t r e e t  map. Where t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  an y  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  
made i t  p o s s i b l e ,  two i n t e r v i e w s  w ere c o n d u c te d  a t  each  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  and  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s q u a r e .  The i n t e r ­
v ie w s  a t t e m p te d  t o  d e te r m in e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  g ro u p s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  an d  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  p r o p o r t i o n . ^  B u reau  o f  t h e  Census  
r e p o r t s  w ere  o f  l i t t l e  u s e  t o  C r e v e l i n g .  Census t r a c t s  had 
n o t  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  W o rc e s te r  i n  t im e  f o r  t h e  1950
^ P i e r c e  F .  L e w is ,  " Im p a c t  o f  Negro M ig r a t io n  on t h e  
E l e c t o r a l  Geography o f  F l i n t ,  M ic h ig a n ,  1 9 4 ^ -1 9 6 2 ,"  A n n a ls  
o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A m erican  G e o g ra p h e rs ,  LV (19& 5), PP. 
T^25; R ic h a rd  L . M o r r i l l ,  "The Negro G h e t to ;  P ro b lem s  and  
A l t e r n a t i v e s , "  G e o g r a p h ic a l  R ev iew . LV ( I 9 6 5 )» PP. 3 3 9 -3 6 1 .
^ R o b e r t  T . Novak, " D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P u e r to  R ic a n s  on 
M a n h a t ta n  I s l a n d , "  G e o g r a p h ic a l  R ev iew . XLVI ( 1 9 5 6 ) ,  p p .  
182- 186 .
^H aro ld  F .  C r e v e l i n g ,  "M apping C u l t u r a l  G roups i n  a n  
A m erican  I n d u s t r i a l  C i t y , "  Economic G eog rap h y . XXXI ( 1 9 5 5 ) ,  
p p .  3 6 4 -3 7 1 .
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c e n s u s ,  b u t  even  i f  t h e y  had b e e n ,  th e y  would n o t  have 
c o n ta in e d  t h e  d a t a  t h a t  C r e v e l in g  n e e d e d .  The e t h n i c  i n f o r ­
m a t io n  by t r a c t s  d o e s  n o t  go beyond  r a c e  and  c o u n try  o f  
b i r t h  o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p a r e n t s  o f  n a t i v e  A m erican s ,  More­
o v e r ,  c e n su s  d a t a  do es  n o t  make i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  d i f f e r e n ­
t i a t e  b e tw e e n  r e l i g i o u s  g ro u p s  from  th e  same c o u n t r y ,  such  
a s  C a t h o l i c s  a n d  Jews from  P o la n d ,  O b v io u s ly ,  l o c a t i n g  th e  
members o f  a n  e t h n i c  g roup  and  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  a  g roup  whose 
e t h n i c i t y  i s  b a se d  on r e l i g i o n ,  such  a s  t h e  Jew s, becomes 
a  f o rm id a b le  t a s k .
C e n t r a l ,  t h e n ,  t o  t h i s  s tu d y  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
Jew s i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  i s  th e  v e r y  r e a l  and  d i f f i c u l t  p roblem  
o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  members o f  t h e  g ro u p .  The g u a r a n te e  of 
r e l i g i o u s  freedom  by th e  F i r s t  Amendment h a s  i n  e f f e c t  p r e ­
c lu d e d  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c e n s u s  from  t a b u l a t i n g  t h e  dem ographic  
and  s o c io -e c o n o m ic  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  any  r e l i g i o u s  g ro u p .  
P a r t l y  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e ,  th e  governm ent i n i t i a t e d  a  d e c e n ­
n i a l  s u rv e y  i n  1850, th e  C ensus o f  R e l i g i o u s  B o d ie s ,  w hich 
co m p r ise d  n o t  a n  en u m e ra t io n  o f  t h e  members o f any s e c t  b u t  
a  c o m p i l a t i o n  from  sec o n d a ry  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  number o f  co n ­
g r e g a t i o n s  a n d  c h u rc h e s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  in v e s tm e n t ,  t h e  v a lu e  
o f  c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y ,  and  from  some c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  numbers o f  
members an d  Sunday School r e g i s t r a t i o n .  Church membership 
i s ,  h o w ever ,  a  v a r i a b l e  c o n c e p t ,  h a v in g  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n ­
n o t a t i o n  i n  each  r e l i g i o u s  g ro u p .  H ence, t h e  Census o f  
R e l i g i o u s  B o d ie s  was o f l i t t l e  u s e  a s  a n  in d e x  o f  th e  
num bers o f  Jews i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .
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th e  n im bers  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s  o r  C a t h o l i c s .  The s u rv e y  was 
d i s c o n t in u e d  i n  19^7 when C ongress  f a i l e d  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  
th e  n e c e s s a r y  f u n d s .
The m ost r e c e n t  a t t e m p t  t o  c o l l e c t  dem ographic  d a t a  
f o r  r e l i g i o u s  g ro u p s  o c c u r re d  i n  1957 when th e  B ureau  of 
t h e  Census co n d u c ted  a  sam ple su rvey  i n  w hich  a n sw ers  t o  
th e  q u e s t i o n ,  " What i s  y o u r  r e l i g i o n ? "  were o b ta in e d  on a  
v o lu n ta r y  b a s i s .  The f in d i n g s  were a  p ro m ise  o f  s t a t i s ­
t i c a l  r i c h e s  t o  come i f  t h e  t r i a l  e f f o r t  c o u ld  be i n c o r ­
p o r a te d  i n  th e  n e x t  r e g u l a r  c e n s u s .  Two g ro u p s  g e n e r a l l y  
f a v o re d  th e  p r o p o s a l .  Church o r g a n i z a t i o n s  saw i t  a s  an  
a i d  i n  p la n n in g  and  r e c r u i t m e n t ,  and dem ographers  and o th e r  
s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  welcomed i t  a s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  t o o l  i n  th e  
s tu d y  of con tem pora ry  A m erican  s o c i e t y .  However, n a t i o n a l  
J e w ish  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  an d  a number o f  C h r i s t i a n  g ro u p s  
opposed th e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  th e  q u e s t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  r e l i g i o u s  
a f f i l i a t i o n .  T h e i r  a rg u m en ts  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  th e  q u e s t i o n  
v i o l a t e d  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a ra n te e  o f  freedom  of 
r e l i g i o n  and  th e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u rc h  and 
s t a t e .  R e l ig io n  was a  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r ,  th e y  a rg u e d ,  n o t  
w i t h i n  th e  a r e a  o f  g o v ern m en ta l  c o n c e rn ,  and  th e  q u e s t i o n  
was a  d e p a r tu r e  from  a  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a d i t i o n  c r e a t i n g  
a  d angerous  p r e c e d e n t  which m igh t l e a d  t o  f u r t h e r  e n c ro a c h ­
m en ts ,  The B ureau  o f t h e  Census s u b s e q u e n t ly  announced 
t h a t  t h e r e  would be no q u e s t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l ­
i a t i o n  i n  th e  i 960 c e n s u s .
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T hus , p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  t h e  k e e n  Jew ish  i n t e r e s t  i n  
knowledge o f  t h e i r  own group  c l a s h e s  w i th  J e w ish  r e s i s t a n c e  
t o  b e in g  s in g l e d  o u t  on a  r e l i g i o u s  b a s i s .  T h is  c o n t r a d i c ­
t i o n  h a s ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  p la c e d  t h e  b u rd en  o f  t h e  J e w ish  popu­
l a t i o n  s t u d i e s  on th e  Jews th e m se lv e s  on a  v o l u n t a r y  b a s i s  
and  h as  l i m i t e d  t h e i r  c h o ic e  o f s t a t i s t i c a l  t o o l s .  The 
r e s u l t  t h u s  f a r  h a s  been  a  f ra g m e n te d ,  uneven  a c c u m u la t io n  
o f  d a t a ,  v a r y in g  i n  d e p th  and  q u a l i t y  from  community t o  
community, and p r o j e c t i n g  a  h ig h ly  l o c a l i z e d ,  q u a l i f i e d  
p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  A m erican  Jew .?
R e s e a rc h e r s  o f  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  have t u rn e d  t o  a  
number o f  m ethods t o  f i l l  t h e  gap c r e a t e d  by t h e  l a c k  o f  
o f f i c i a l  p o p u la t i o n  d a t a .  These  m ethods in c lu d e  th e  "Yom 
K ippur" o r  Day o f  Atonement m ethod, th e  d e a th  r a t e  m ethod, 
th e  d i s t i n c t i v e  J e w ish  names m ethod, t h e  m a s te r  l i s t ,  and 
t h e  sample s u rv e y .
The Yom K ip p u r  o r  Day o f  Atonem ent te c h n iq u e  
r e q u i r e s  a  co u n t  o f  th e  p u p i l s  a b s e n t  from a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
system  on "Yom K ip p u r ,"  t h e  most solem n o f  Je w ish  h o ly  
d a y s .  The d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  t h i s  number and  th e  a b s e n t e e s  
on a n  a v e ra g e  s c h o o l  d a y ,  o f t e n  th e  p re c e d in g  o r  f o l lo w in g  
d a y ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  J e w ish  e n r o l lm e n t .  The f i g u r e ,  w i th  
some m inor c o r r e c t i o n s ,  i s  t h e n  m u l t i p l i e d  by th e  p r o p o r t i o n
?Gad N athan , " M e th o d o lo g ic a l  Prob lem s i n  J e w ish  
P o p u la t io n  S tu d i e s  i n  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica ,"  J e w ish  
J o u r n a l  o f  S o c io lo g y . V I I I  ( I 965 ) ,  pp . 4 -1 0 ;  Ben B. 
Seligm an , "Some A s p e c ts  o f  J e w ish  Demography," i n  S k l a r e ,
o£. c n . , pp . 4 5 - 9 3 .
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of  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  r e p o r t e d  by 
th e  c e n su s  f o r  t h a t  a r e a .  The r e s u l t  i s  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  
J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  i n  t h e  community. The two m ajo r  assum p­
t i o n s  o f t h i s  method a r e  t h a t  a l l  J e w ish  c h i l d r e n  a r e  
a b s e n t  on Yom K ip p u r ,  and  s e c o n d ly ,  t h a t  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  
t h a t  o f  t h e  s i m i l a r  age  g ro u p  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  
Both  a s s u m p t io n s ,  o b v io u s ly ,  a r e  open t o  q u e s t i o n , &
The d e a th  r a t e  method f o r  e s t i m a t i n g  J e w ish  pop u ­
l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  two s e t s  o f  d a t a :  (1) a  coun t o f  t h e
d e a th s  o f  a l l  J e w ish  p e r s o n s  by s p e c i f i c  age  and s e x  g ro u p s  
d u r in g  a  g iv e n  y e a r ,  and  (2) a  s e t  o f  ag e  and  se x  s p e c i f i c  
m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  o f  a  p o p u l a t i o n  group  whose m o r t a l i t y  c h a r ­
a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  presum ed t o  be s i m i l a r .  N ex t ,  th e  J e w ish  
p o p u la t io n  i n  e a c h  age  and  s e x  c a te g o r y  i s  computed by 
d i v i d i n g  t h e  number o f  d e a th s  o f  Jews by m o r t a l i t y  r a t e s .
By a d d in g  th e  number o f  t h e  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  each  age 
an d  s e x  g ro u p ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  th e  e n t i r e  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  
d e r i v e d , 9
^B ureau  o f  J e w ish  R e s e a rc h ,  J e w ish  Communal S u rv ey  
o f  G r e a te r  New Y ork , S t u d i e s  o f  t h e  New York Je w ish  P o p u la ­
t i o n ,  F i r s t  S e c t i o n  (New York: B ureau  o f  J e w ish  R e s e a rc h ,  
19 2 8 );  S oph ia  M. R o b iso n , "Some C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  T r e n to n  
a n d  P a s s a i c  J e w s ,"  J e w ish  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s , I I  (1 9 4 0 ) ,  2 4 9 -  
254.
9 s ,  J o se p h  Fauman an d  A l b e r t  J .  Mayer, " E s t im a te s  of 
J e w ish  P o p u la t io n  by t h e  D eath  R a te  M ethod,"  Jew ish  S o c i a l  
S t u d i e s . XXVII (1 9 5 5 ) ,  315 -321 ; A, J ,  J a f f e e ,  "The Use o f  
D eath  R ecords  t o  D eterm ine  J e w ish  P o p u la t io n  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , "  
J e w ish  S o c i a l  S t u d i e s . I  (1939), 143-163 ,
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The d i s t i n c t i v e  J e w ish  names m ethod h as  a l s o  b een  
u t i l i z e d  t o  s tu d y  J e w is h  p o p u l a t i o n ,  A b a s i c  l i s t  o f  p e r ­
hap s  t h i r t y - f i v e  d i s t i n c t i v e  J e w ish  names ( e , g ,  Cohen, 
S h a p iro )  i s  s e l e c t e d .  Based  on p r i o r  e m p i r i c a l  w ork, i t  i s  
d e te rm in e d  a t  a  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  p e r s o n  p o s ­
s e s s i n g  t h e s e  names a r e  J e w is h ,  A l s o ,  on e m p i r i c a l  g ro u n d s ,  
i t  i s  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  th e  t o t a l  number o f  p e r s o n s  w i th  
t h e s e  names c o n s t i t u t e s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  c o n s t a n t  p r o p o r t i o n  of 
a l l  J e w is h  p e r s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th o s e  w i th  names o t h e r  th a n  
th e  on es  on t h e  b a s i c  l i s t .  By d e r i v i n g  and  em ploy ing  a n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  m u l t i p l i e r  t o  p r o j e c t  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n ,  one may 
a r r i v e  a t  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  a  t o t a l  J e w is h  p o p u l a t i o n  s iz e .^ O  
The m a s t e r  l i s t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  u n d u p l i c a t e d  r e g i s t e r  
o f  J e w is h  f a m i l i e s  an d  t h e i r  a d d r e s s e s  com piled  from th e  
r e c o r d s  o f  l o c a l  J e w is h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c o n g r e g a t io n s ,  
p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a g e n c i e s ,  an d  o t h e r  l i k e l y  s o u rc e s  w i t h i n  th e  
J e w is h  com m unity . I t s  r e l i a b i l i t y  r e s t s  on th e  c o m p le te n e s s  
and  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  l i s t i n g .
lO p red  M a s s a r ik ,  "New A pp ro ach es  t o  th e  S tudy  o f  th e  
A m erican  Je w ,"  J e w is h  J o u r n a l  o f  S o c io lo g y , V I I I  ( I 9 6 6 ) ,  
1 75 -1 8 9 ; Henry J .  M eyer, op . c i t . ,  p p .  7 -1 4 .
l l c h a r l e s  F .  W e s to f f , J e w is h  P o p u l a t i o n  S urvey  o f  
Camden, New J e r s e y ; P o p u l a t i o n  and  S o c i a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .
( Camden: J e w is h  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Camden C oun ty , 1964);  J e w ish  
Community F e d e r a t i o n  o f  C an to n , J e w ish  P o p u l a t i o n  of 
C a n to n . O h io ; A Demographic S tu d y  (C an to n ;  J e w ish  Commun­
i t y  F e d e r a t i o n  of C an to n ,  1955^! B e s s ie  Bloom W esse l ,  A 
C om parâ tiv e  S tu d y  o f  th e  J e w ish  Com m unities  o f New London 
and N o rw ich , 1938e ~ T H a r tfo rd ,  C o n n e c t i c u t :  F e d e r a t i o n  on 
Je w ish  R e l a t i o n s ,  1 9 3 8 ) .
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The sam ple s u rv e y  can  u t i l i z e  r e l a t i v e l y  uncom pli­
c a t e d  sam ple  p ro c e d u re s  o r  q u i t e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  m u l t i ­
ph ased  t e c h n i q u e s .  The sam ple can  p ro c e e d  from  a  m a s te r  
l i s t  o r  in v o lv e  a  t o t a l  can v as  o f  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  s e l e c t e d  
a t  random on a  s t r a t i f i e d  b a s i s .  U s u a l ly ,  t h e  sample s u r ­
vey  moves beyond t h e  cus tom ary  dem ographic  i n q u i r y  t o  
e x p lo r e  v a r i o u s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ,
A l l  o f  t h e s e  m ethods can  p ro v id e  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  th e  
s i z e  o f  t h e  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n ,  an d  a l l  c a n  more o r  l e s s  
a l l u d e  t o  some s p a t i a l i t y  o f  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n .  But o n ly  one 
o f  t h e s e  m ethods l o c a t e s  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  c o m p le te ly ,  
a s  p r e c i s e l y ,  a s  com m ensurably a s  i s  p r e s e n t l y  p o s s i b l e ;  
t h e  m a s te r  l i s t .
The Yom K ip p u r  m ethod may s u g g e s t  g e n e r a l i z e d  l o c a ­
t i o n  i f  s tu d e n t  e n r o l lm e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  r e l e a s e d  a t  th e  
e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  such  i n f o r ­
m a t io n  i s  p e r m i t t e d  t o  be r e l e a s e d  o n ly  a s  a  c i ty - w id e  
f i g u r e .  I n  an y  c a s e ,  t h e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  i s  a n  
u n w ie ld y ,  f r e q u e n t l y  c h a n g in g ,  in co m p arab le  u n i t .  The 
d e a th  r a t e  method ca n  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  f a i n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  
q u a l i t i e s  i f  t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  th e  d e c e a s e d ,  a s  r e c o rd e d  on
IZ g id n ey  G o l d s t e i n ,  The G r e a te r  P ro v id e n c e  Jew ish  
Community—A P o p u l a t i o n  S u rv e y , (P ro v id e n c e ,  Rhode I s l a n d ;  
G e n e ra l  J e w ish  Com m ittee o f  P ro v id e n c e ,  1 9 6 4 ) ;  S ta n le y  K, 
Bigman, The J e w ish  P o p u l a t i o n  i n  G r e a t e r  W ashing ton  in  
19 5 5 , (W ash ing ton , D, C . ; J e w ish  C o u n c i l  o f  G r e a te r  
W ash ing ton , D, C . , 1 9 5 7 ) ;  F re d  M a s s a r ik ,  A R ep o r t  on th e  
J e w is h  P o p u la t io n  o f  Los A n g e le s . 1959 (Los A n g e le s ;  
J e w is h  F e d e r a t i o n  C o u n c i l  o f  G r e a te r  Los A n g e le s ,  1959).
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t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  i s  n o te d  and u t i l i z e d .  The D i s t i n c t i v e  
Names M ethod, a g a i n  i f  a d d r e s s e s  a r e  r e c o rd e d ,  can  m ere ly  
im ply  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t o t a l  p o p u la t i o n .  Sam pling 
c a r r i e s  much th e  same b u rd e n —a n  e x a c t  p lacem en t o f  o n ly  
t h a t  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  p o p u la t io n  sampled and  a  su rm ise  
o f  what m igh t be t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  w hole.
I t  i s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  m a s te r  l i s t  t h a t  a f f o r d s  th e  h i g h ­
e s t  g e o g ra p h ic  u s a b i l i t y ,  f o r  e v e ry  name on t h e  l i s t  b e a r s  
a n  a d d r e s s ,  a n  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n .  And l o c a t i o n  o b v io u s ly
fo rm s th e  b a se  f o r  a  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  s tu d y .  The a u t h o r
ch o se  th e  m a s te r  l i s t  method whenever p o s s i b l e  f o r  th e  
s tu d y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  Je w ry ,  Very o f te n ,  a  m a s te r  l i s t  i s  
n o t  a v a i l a b l e  an d  c o n d i t i o n s  may p re c lu d e  t h e  c o m p i la t io n  
o f  such  a  l i s t .  I n  t h e  c o u rse  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  of t h e  d i s ­
t r i b u t i o n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  Jew s, i t  was p o s s ib l e  t o  com pile  
an d  u t i l i z e  m a s te r  l i s t s  from  more r e c e n t  J ew ish  s e t t l e ­
m en t, t h e  y e a r s  o f  1938 and  I 9 6 3 ,
I n  1938 , Dr, M aurice  T a y lo r ,  E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
th e  F e d e r a t i o n  of J e w ish  P h i l a n t h r o p i e s ,  co n d u c ted  a  survey  
o f  t h e  Jew ish  community o f  P i t t s b u r g h , ^3 The su rv e y  u t i ­
l i z e d  a  m a s te r  l i s t  com prised  o f  Jews who had been  s o l i c ­
i t e d  f o r  d o n a t io n s  t o  t h e  U n ited  Jew ish  Fund and t h e  F e d e r ­
a t i o n  o f  J e w ish  P h i l a n t h r o p i e s ,  and names o f  Jews from 
m em bership r o l l s  o f  most o f  th e  Jew ish  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n
13M aurice T a y lo r ,  The Jew ish  Community of P i t t s b u r g h , 
December. 1938 ( P i t t s b u r g h :  F e d e r a t i o n  of Jew ish  P h i l a n ­
t h r o p i e s ,  I 94 I ) ,
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t h e  c i t y .  I n  I 9 6 3 , t h e  a u th o r  a l s o  o b ta in e d  a  m a s te r  l i s t  
o f  d o n a t io n  p r o s p e c t s  from th e  U n i te d  J e w ish  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  th e  s u c c e s s o r  t o  th e  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  Jew ish  
P h i l a n t h r o p i e s ,  B o th  i n  1938 and 1963. th e  m a s te r  l i s t s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  e x t e n s iv e ,  e x h a u s t iv e  l i s t  o f  names, f o r  th e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  an d  v i a b i l i t y  of J e w ish  a g e n c ie s  and b e n e ­
f i c i a r i e s  r e s t s  d i r e c t l y  on th e  s u c c e s s  o f  fu n d  r a i s i n g  
w i t h i n  t h e  Je w ish  community.
The m a s te r  l i s t s  so d ev e lo p e d  were r e s t r u c t u r e d  and  
u t i l i z e d  a s  f o l lo w s :
1 , Key pun ch in g  of names a n d  a d d r e s s e s  on 
IBM c a r d s
2 , Machine s o r t i n g  o f  c a r d s  i n t o  g e o g ra p h ic a l  
s equence  by s t r e e t  a d d r e s s
3 , E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  d u p l i c a t e  names and  a d d r e s s e s  
so t h a t  each  card  r e p r e s e n t e d  one h o u seh o ld
4 ,  D e te rm in a t io n  o f  cen su s  t r a c t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  
each  h o u seh o ld
5t Key p unch ing  of c e n su s  t r a c t  d e s ig n a t io n  
on each  c a rd
6 ,  Machine s o r t i n g  of c a r d s  by g e o g ra p h ic a l  
s e q u en ce ,  by s t r e e t  a d d r e s s  w i th in  cen su s  t r a c t
7 , Machine t o t a l i n g  of c a r d s ;  i . e .  h o u se h o ld s ,  
by c e n su s  t r a c t
8 ,  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t a b l e s  an d  maps from th e  
s t a t i s t i c s  so  produced
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As I n d i c a t e d  i n  th e  above m ethodology  an d  p r o c e ­
d u r e ,  th e  h o u se h o ld  i t s e l f  was s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  u n i t  o f  
m easurem ent r a t h e r  th a n  th e  i n d i v i d u a l .  The m a s te r  l i s t s  
co u ld  be d ev e lo p e d  more e a s i l y  and  a c c u r a t e l y  by ho u seh o ld  
r a t h e r  th a n  a t t e m p t in g  t h e  v i r t u a l l y  im p o s s ib le  t a s k  o f 
i d e n t i f y i n g  a l l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  h o u s e h o ld .  
C e r t a i n l y ,  l o c a t i o n  can  be e x p re s s e d  a s  d e f i n i t e l y  w i th  
h o u se h o ld s  a s  w i th  i n d i v i d u a l s .  The a r e a l  u n i t  s e l e c t e d  
was th e  cen su s  t r a c t .  I t  i s  sm a ll  enough t o  g iv e  a  r e a s o n ­
a b l y  f i n e - g r a i n e d  co v e ra g e  o f  th e  c i t y .  F u r th e rm o re ,  d a ta  
f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w i th  which t h e  J e w ish  p o p u la ­
t i o n  w i l l  be compared i n  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s ,  i s  c o l l e c t e d  and 
p u b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  c e n su s  t r a c t  l e v e l .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r a t h e r  
f i r m  s t a b i l i t y  o f  c e n s u s  t r a c t  b o u n d a r ie s  w i l l  p e rm it  
fo l lo w - u p s  t o  t h i s  p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  f u t u r e  c o m m e n su ra b i l i ty  
i n  t h e  s h i f t i n g  p a t t e r n s  o f Jew ish  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  a n  im p o r t ­
a n t  and  c o n s id e re d  f e a t u r e  i n  th e  s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h i s  
s t u d y .
Census s t a t i s t i c s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  I 963 exam in­
a t i o n ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  number o f  h o u se h o ld s  f o r  th e  t o t a l  
p o p u la t i o n  by c e n s u s  t r a c t ,  were drawn from  t h e  i 960 Census 
o f  P o p u l a t i o n , O b v i o u s l y ,  some c h an g es ,  p r o b a b ly  s l i g h t ,  
o c c u r re d  i n  th e  number and  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  h o u se ­
h o ld s  by 1963 , th e  y e a r  o f  th e  m a s te r  l i s t  o f  Jew ish
^^U,S, D epartm ent o f  Commerce, B u reau  o f  t h e  Census, 
E ig h te e n th  C ensus o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s . I 96O: P o p u la t io n  and 
H o u s in g . Census T r a c t s . P i t t s b u r g h , P e n n s y lv a n ia ,
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h o u s e h o ld s ,  b u t  j u s t  a s  o b v io u s ly ,  no  n a t i o n a l  c e n su s  was 
c o n d u c te d  i n  1963 and  i 960 s t a t i s t i c s  had t o  be u s e d .  I t  
i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  b i a s  r e s u l t e d ,  a s  c o n c e rn s  
th e  p u rp o se  o f t h i s  s t u d y .  Much t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  h o ld s  
t r u e  f o r  t h e  1938 co m p ar iso n .  H ouseh o ld  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  had  t o  be o b t a in e d  from  t h e  1940 Census o f  
P o p u l a t i o n , 1 5  A g a in  i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  no m e a n in g fu l  b i a s  
r e s u l t e d .
I n  1 9 6 3 , t h e  a u t h o r  m a i le d  a  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  a  
tw e lv e  p e r  c e n t  random sam ple o f  t h e  J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  
P i t t s b u r g h  a n d  i t s  s u b u rb s .  The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a s k e d  f o r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on s i z e  and  c o m p o s i t io n  o f  h o u s e h o ld ,  o c c u p a ­
t i o n  o f  h ead  o f  h o u s e h o ld ,  y e a r  moved t o  p r e s e n t  a d d r e s s ,  
an d  s i m i l a r  i t e m s ,  A f i f t y - s i x  p e r  c e n t  r e t u r n  o f t h e  
c o m p le te d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s —a r e m a rk a b ly  h ig h  p e r c e n t a g e -  
p r o v id e d  t h e  a u t h o r  w i th  v a l u a b l e  b a ck g ro u n d  on th e  J e w ish  
p o p u l a t i o n .
The u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  and  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  co m p il in g  
a c c u r a t e  n a s t e r  l i s t s  p r i o r  t o  1938 n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  g r e a t e r  
r e l i a n c e  upon h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  a n d  docum ents  f o r  t h e  e a r ­
l i e r  y e a r s  o f  J e w is h  s e t t l e m e n t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  many r e c o r d s  
and  docum ents  no l o n g e r  e x i s t ,  h a v in g  b een  d e s t r o y e d  o r  
l o s t .
15u,S, D epartm en t o f  Commerce, B u reau  o f  th e  C ensus , 
S i x t e e n t h  Census  o f t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s , 1940 ; P o p u l a t i o n  
an d  H o u s in g , Census  T r a c t s . P i t t s b u r g h . P e n n s y lv a n ia ,
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As i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e ,  d i s c u s s i o n s  and  i n t e r ­
v iew s  w i th  num erous p e o p le  o v e r  th e  y e a r s  have been  o f  th e  
u tm o s t  im p o r ta n c e  i n  t h e  co n d u c t o f  t h i s  s tu d y  an d  th e  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  th e  J e w ish  community.
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  shown i n  
t h e  t e x t  p r i m a r i l y ,  and  most a c c u r a t e l y ,  th ro u g h  th e  u se  
of d o t  maps an d  c h l o r o p l e t h  m aps. The maps u t i l i z i n g  
c i r c l e s  t o  i n d i c a t e  p o p u l a t i o n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  s tu d y  
do so o n ly  i n  a  g e n e r a l i z e d  and  sy m b o lic  s e n s e .  The maps 
on w hich c e n s u s  t r a c t s  a r e  d e s ig n a te d  s e rv e  a s  o r i e n t a t i o n  
i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of accom panying  c h l o r o p l e t h  and  d o t  
m aps.
The s tu d y  t h a t  f o l lo w s  i s  a  s e t t i n g  down, t e x t u a l l y  
an d  g r a p h i c a l l y ,  o f  t h e  movement o f  a  p e o p le —th e  chang ing  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
CHAPTER I I
SETTLEMENT PATTERN OP JEWS IN 
PITTSBURGH TO 1924
Jews t r a v e l e d  t h e  w i ld e r n e s s  o f  th e  A l l e g h e n ie s  a s  
e a r l y  a s  1?49 when J o se p h  Simon s e n t  a g e n t s  w i th  " S i l v e r  
Truck" from  L a n c a s t e r  t o  t h e  F o rk s  of th e  Ohio t o  b a r t e r  
f o r  f u r s  w i th  I n d i a n s , ^  S im o n 's  f u r  t r a d e  p r o s p e r e d ,  and 
h i s  s t o r e  i n  L a n c a s t e r  became t h e  d i s t r i b u t i n g  c e n t e r  f o r  
b e a v e r  a n d  o t h e r  f u r s  from  t h e  Ohio V a l l e y ,  D e s i r i n g  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  h o ld  on th e  Upper Ohio V a l l e y ,  Simon e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  i n  176 0 , t o g e t h e r  w i th  two p ro m in en t  J e w ish  m er­
c h a n t s ,  David P ra n k s  o f  L a n c a s t e r  and L evi A. Levy of 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  W ill iam  T r e n t ,  a  fo rm er  a g e n t  o f  th e  Ohio 
Company of V i r g i n i a ,  a  t r a d i n g  o u tp o s t  i n  t h e  sm a ll  s e t t l e ­
ment a t  t h e  F o rk s  o f  t h e  O hio .2  T h is  s e t t l e m e n t ,  by  th e n  
known a s  P i t t s b u r g h ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  b r i c k - w a l l e d  F o r t  P i t t ,  
a  s c a t t e r i n g  o f  l o g  c a b in s  and  b a rk  h u t s ,  and a  t o t a l  popu­
l a t i o n ,  e x c lu d in g  s o l d i e r s ,  o f  149 p e r s o n s —90 men, 29 
women, 13 b o y s ,  and  I 7 g i r l s , 3 some o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  had
I s i r  W il l iam  Jo h n so n ,  The P a p e rs  o f  S i r  W ill iam  
Jo h n so n ,  e d ,  by James S u l l i v a n ,  V (Albany; The U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  New York, 1 9 1 7 ) ,  605, 847,
^James Kenny, " J o u r n a l  o f  James Kenny, I 76 I - I 763 ,"  
e d ,  by John  W, J o rd a n ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia  Magazine o f  H i s to r y  and 
B io g ra p h y . XXXVII (1 9 1 3 ) ,  l 4 .
3Commonwealth o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia  
A r c h iv e s , Second S e r i e s . V II  ( H a r r i s b u r g ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia  : 
Commonwealth o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  I 87B ), 422 ,
16
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c l e a r e d  and  p l a n t e d  t h e  r i v e r  f l a t s ,  b u t  m ost t r a d e d  f o r  
p e l t r y  w i th  t h e  Shawnee, Wyandot, Mingo, and  D elaw are 
I n d ia n s  who came t o  t h e  f o r t ,  P i t t s b u r g h  was n o t  r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e  o f  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f r o n t i e r ,  f o r  from  t h e  f i r s t ,  
i t  was a  com m ercia l e n t r e p o t ,  g iv e n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  
by t h e  h a r d - b i t t e n  I n d ia n  t r a d e r s  who o p e r a te d  t h e r e .
The b u s in e s s  e n t e r p r i s e  formed by Simon, F r a n k s ,  
Levy, a n d  T r e n t ,  w i th  T re n t  i n  a c t i v e  ch a rg e  o f  t h e  
f r o n t i e r ,  t h r i v e d  and w i th in  two y e a r s  n o t  o n ly  do m in a ted  
t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  a r e a  b u t  had ex te n d e d  i t s  t r a d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  
t o  D e t r o i t  an d  S an d u sk y ,^  O th e r  J e w ish  m e rc h a n ts  became 
a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  t r a d e  a t  P i t t s b u r g h ,  I n  I 765 P h i l a d e l p h i a  
m e rc h a n ts  M ich ae l and  B ern ard  G r a tz ,  f a c i n g  t h e  r u i n  of 
t h e i r  o c e a n -g o in g  t r a d e  company a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Non­
im p o r t a t i o n  A g reem en ts ,  t u rn e d  t o  w e s te rn  t r a d e  and  d i s ­
p a tc h e d  men o r  t r a v e l e d  th e m se lv e s  t o  P i t t s b u r g h  w i th  pack  
t r a i n s  o f  goods , c l o t h i n g ,  f o o d s t u f f s ,  and  am m unition . 
W ith in  a  few m on ths ,  t h e  G r a tz e s  a l s o  became e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s  s u c c e s s f u l  t r a d e r s  i n  t h e  sm a ll  b u t  v ig o ro u s  P i t t s b u r g h  
s e t t l e m e n t ,5
A lth o u g h  P i t t s b u r g h  in  t h e  im m ediate p r e -R e v o lu -  
t l o n a r y  y e a r s  c o n ta in e d  few p e o p le ,  p e rh a p s  no more th a n
^ L e t t e r ,  Jo h n  L angdale  t o  C o lo n e l H en r i  B ouquet,
March 5, 1761, P i t t s b u r g h ,  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  o f W este rn  
P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  Bouquet P a p e r s ,  A d d i t i o n a l  M a n u s c r ip ts ,  21646 75»
^W illiam  V in c e n t  B y a rs ,  e d , ,  B ern a rd  a n d  M ich ae l  
G r a t z , M erchan ts  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a . 1754-179H~( J e f f e r s o n  
C i t y ,  M is s o u r i :  Hugh S tep h en s  P r i n t i n g  Company, I 9 I 6 ) ,  p .  76 ,
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400 i n h a b i t a n t s , ^  i t  gave p ro m ise  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  im p o r ta n c e ,  
The army was c o n t i n u a l l y  moving s u p p l i e s  by v ia te r  from  
P i t t s b u r g h  t o  th e  I l l i n o i s  c o u n t r y .  N orthbound s u p p l i e s  
w ere sh ip p e d  t o  D e t r o i t  v i a  t h e  A lle g h e n y  R iv e r ,  F r e n c h  
C re e k ,  and  Lake E r i e ,  P i t t s b u r g h  m e rc h a n ts  were t r a d i n g  
w i th  t h e  I l l i n o i s  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o in  h e lp e d  f a t t e n  
t h e  p u r s e s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  b o a t w r i g h t s ,  b a t e a u  and  p a c k -  
h o r s e  men. As th e  Westward Movement p r e s s e d  f o r w a r d , 
P i t t s b u r g h ' s  t r a d e r s  and  m e rc h a n ts  p lunged  i n t o  t h e  f r e n z y  
o f  l a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n  and c o l o n i z a t i o n .  Simon, F r a n k s ,  and  
t h e  G r a tz e s  became in v o lv e d  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  c o n d u c t  
o f  s e v e r a l  im p o r ta n t  l a n d  com pan ies ;  th e  I n d ia n a  Company, 
t h e  Grand Ohio Company, t h e  I l l i n o i s  Company, an d  t h e  
I l l i n o i s  an d  Wabash Company,? A s u b s t a n t i a l  s h a r e  o f  t h e i r  
b u s in e s s  was t r a n s a c t e d  a t  P i t t s b u r g h ,
B ecause  o f  t h e i r  la n d  company i n t e r e s t s  an d  
i n d i v i d u a l  la n d  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  Simon, Levy, F ra n k ,  a n d  t h e  
G r a tz e s  became t h e  f i r s t  Jews t o  own l a n d  i n  th e  P i t t s b u r g h  
a r e a .  I n  I 769 David F ra n k s  an d  George Croghan j o i n t l y  
p u rc h a se d  3 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  on S ew ick ley  Creek n e a r  t h e  mouth o f
Thomas P e r k in s  A b e rn a th y ,  W estern  Lands and  th e  
A m erican  R e v o lu t io n . U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
R e se a rc h  i n  t h e  S o c i a l  S c ie n c e s ,  Monograph No, XXV (New 
York: R u s s e l l  and R u s s e l l ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  PP. 41 , 9 3 , I I 7 , 118,
?Edwin Wolf I I  and Maxwell Whitman, The H i s t o r y o f 
t h e  Jews o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a  from C o lo n ia l  Times t o  t h e  Age of 
J a c k s o n  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  J e w ish  P u b l i c a t i o n  S o c ie ty  o f 
A m erica ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  p p .  7 0 -7 1 ,
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t h e  Yoiighiogheny R iv e r  s o u th  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .®  The f o l lo w in g
y e a r  P r a n k s ,  Simon, an d  Levy bough t 3 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  la n d
t e n  m i l e s  e a s t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  i n  w hat i s  now t h e  su b u rb  o f
W i lk in s b u r g .9  i n  1775» Simon p u rc h a s e d  a  l o t  and  s e v e r a l
p r o p e r t i e s  on W ater S t r e e t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h . The G r a tz e s
became l a n d  ow ners i n  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  v i c i n i t y  by t h e  p u r -
1 1c h a s e  o f  a  1 ,5 0 0  a c r e  t r a c t  on S e w ic k le y  C reek  i n  1780. 
A l th o u g h  t h e s e  l a n d  h o ld in g s  were s o ld  w i t h i n  a few  y e a r s ,  
h a v in g  b e e n  o b ta in e d  o n ly  f o r  s p e c u l a t i v e  p u r p o s e s ,  th e y  
d id  r e p r e s e n t  i n i t i a l  l a n d  o w n ersh ip  by Jew s i n  t h e  
P i t t s b u r g h  a r e a , 12
T h u s ,  from  t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  
L a n c a s t e r  Simon, F r a n k s ,  Levy, and  th e  G r a t z e s  o b t a in e d  and 
c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  w e s t e r n  t r a d e  and  
l a n d s .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  t h e y  e x e r t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  
on t h e  d eve lopm en t o f  e a r l y  P i t t s b u r g h  a l t h o u g h  th e y  were 
n e v e r  r e s i d e n t s .  The f i r s t  J e w ish  r e s i d e n t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  
d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  u n t i l  t h e  mid 1780*s ,  b u t  h e  was fo l lo w e d  
by v e r y  few  Jews d u r in g  th e  n e x t  h a l f - c e n t u r y .  I n  f a c t .
® A lbert T« V o l w i l e r ,  George C roghan  and  t h e  W est­
ward Movement, 1741-1782 ( C le v e la n d :  A r th u r  H. C la rk  
Company, 1 9 2 6 ) ,  p .  241.
^ A lle g h e n y  C o un ty , P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  Deed Book o f  
A l le g h e n y  C o u n ty . XLV, p .  419.
lO l b i d . . V I ,  p p .  2 0 4 -2 0 5 .
l l S y a r s ,  o£ . c i t . . p .  28.
l^ A l le g h e n y  C oun ty , op. c i t . . V I ,  p p .  183 -185 ; V I,  
p p .  242 -246 ; IV, p p .  22 3 -2 5 1 ; V, p .  56 2 .
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v e r y  few  Jews w ere l i v i n g  i n  A m erica  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  Jews 
had  f i r s t  come t o  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  i n  when a  g ro u p  o f
t w e n t y - t h r e e  Dutch S e p h a rd ic  Jew s,  em ig re s  o f  B r a z i l ,  d i s ­
em barked a t  New A m s t e r d a m , B y  I 7OO, p ro b a b ly  l e s s  t h a n  
250 Jew s l i v e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s , M o r e  Jews came, some 
c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  S e p h a rd ic  m i g r a t i o n ,  and some drawn from 
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  E u ro p e , By th e  m id d le  o f  t h e  I fO O 's ,  a b o u t  
300 Jew s l i v e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  New York w i th  l e s s e r  commun­
i t i e s  i n  N ew port, P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and  C h a r le to n ,^ 5  Sm all 
g ro u p s  o f  Jews w ere a l s o  s c a t t e r e d  a lo n g  t h e  c o a s t  from 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o  G e o rg ia ,  I n  a l l ,  p e rh a p s  1 ,500  Jews l i v e d  
i n  t h e  c o lo n ie s  by 17 7 6 ,^^  The f o r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  Revo­
l u t i o n a r y  War m arked a  p e r i o d  o f  r e l a t i v e  s t a b i l i t y  f o r  th e  
Jew s i n  A m erica ,  T h e i r  num bers i n c r e a s e d ,  b u t  n o t  to o  
g r e a t l y .  Pew Jew s,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  n o n -Jew s , made th e  
c r o s s i n g  from Europe b e tw een  1790 and I 8 I 5 , f o r  th e  war 
to u c h e d  o f f  by t h e  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n  had d i s r u p t e d  r o u t e s  
o f  t r a d e ,  e n d a n g e r in g  t r a v e l i n g  an d  r e d u c in g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
movement. However, Jews d i d  c o n s t i t u t e  a  p o r t i o n  o f
l^Max J ,  K o h le r ,  " P h a se s  o f  J e w ish  L i f e  i n  New York 
B e fo re  1800 ,"  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A m erican  J e w ish  H i s t o r ­
i c a l  S o c i e t y . I I  ( 1 8 9 4 ) ,  79 .
l^ J a c o b  R ad e r  M arcus , E a r ly  A m erican  J e w ry , 1655-  
1790 ( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  J e w is h  P u b l i c a t i o n  S o c ie ty  o f A m erica ,  
1953), I I ,  pp. 24-25.
l ^ i r a  Rosenw aike, "An E s t im a te  a n d  A n a ly s i s  o f  th e  
J e w is h  P o p u la t i o n  i n  I 7 9 0 ,"  A m erican  J e w ish  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y , L ( I 96O), 34,
l ^ i b i d , .  p ,  3 5 .
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
21
im m ig ra t io n  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a n d  by 1820 had in c r e a s e d  
t h e i r  numbers t o  p e rh a p s  5»000 a s  compared w i th  a  t o t a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a lm o s t  t e n  m i l l i o n , 1? The p a t t e r n  o f  J e w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1820 d id  n o t  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from t h a t  
o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 0 0 's .  The Jews h ad  rem ained  in  t h e  c i t i e s  
an d  tow ns o f t h e  e a s t e r n  s e a b o a rd  where commerce c o n t in u e d  
t o  be m ost a c t i v e .
The f i r s t  J e w ish  r e s i d e n t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  was p o s s i b l y  
Ja c o b  M eyers , a  b o a t  b u i l d e r  who p u rc h a se d  a  p l o t  o f  la n d  
b e tw een  T h i r d  and  F o u r th  S t r e e t s  i n  1786,18  I t  was M eyers, 
a  few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  who in a u g u r a te d  a  f o r t n i g h t l y  p a c k e t  
s e r v i c e  be tw een  P i t t s b u r g h  and C i n c i n n a t i ,  w i th  a  r e a s s u r ­
in g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  th e  P i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t te  p ro c la im in g  h i s  
b o a t s  a s  "made p r o o f  a g a i n s t  r i f l e s  o r  m usket b a l l s  w i th  
c o n v e n ie n t  p o r t  h o le s  t o  f i r e  t h r o u g h , "19 i n  I 788 David
J a c o b s ,  p o s s i b l y  Je w ish  a l s o ,  r e c e i v e d  a  b e q u e s t  o f 200
20a c r e s  s e v e r a l  m i le s  s o u th e a s t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  The second  
new sp ap er  t o  be  founded i n  P i t t s b u r g h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
Jo h n  I s r a e l ,  a  J e w ish  j o u r n a l i s t  from  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  i n  
1800 ,21  Samuel P e d ig ru e  a r r i v e d  i n  1814 from E a s to n ,
l?D av id  S u lz b e r g e r ,  "Growth of t h e  Jew ish  P o p u la t io n  
i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s , "  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  A m erican J e w ish  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y , VI (1 8 9 7 ) ,  1^5 .
l^ A l le g h e n y  County, o£ , c i t , , I ,  I 2 7 ,
19p i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t t e . O c to b e r  14, 1793,
29A llegheny  County, 0£ ,  c i t , , I ,  I 3 8 ,
Z lT re e  o f  L i b e r t y  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  Septem ber 13, 1800,
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P h i l a d e l p h i a  an d  opened a  p h a r m a c y , 22 T hese  men and  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  were t h e  o n ly  P i t t s b u r g h  r e s i d e n t s  who m ig h t be 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  Jews d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  sev en  d e c a d e s  o f  s e t t l e ­
ment i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  D uring t h i s  t im e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  f i f t y  
y e a r  p e r io d  f o l lo w in g  th e  R e v o lu t io n ,  a  number o f  J ew ish  
so u n d in g  names su ch  a s  Moses S t e r n ,  I s a a c  L e i g h t n e r ,  and 
t h e  l i k e  a p p e a re d  i n  c e n su s  r e c o r d s  and n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  
d o c k e t s , 23 A lm ost c e r t a i n l y  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e s e  p e rso n s  
were German C h r i s t i a n s  who had s e t t l e d  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  d u r in g  
t h e  R e v o lu t io n ,  f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  a  l a r g e  German m i g r a t i o n  t o  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  U n d o u b ted ly  more Jews l i v e d  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  
d u r in g  t h i s  t im e  t h a n  can  now be i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t  j u s t  a s  
c e r t a i n ,  t h e  number c o u ld  n o t  have b een  v e r y  g r e a t .
As r e s i d e n t s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  t h e  h a n d f u l  of Jews who 
d i d  l i v e  t h e r e  d u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  1?20 t o  1820 w i tn e s s e d  th e  
g r e a t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of P i t t s b u r g h  from a  ga tew ay  t o  t h e  
w es t  t o  a n  em erg ing  i n d u s t r i a l  g i a n t .  T h is  m etam orphosis  
was c r i t i c a l  t o  J e w is h  s e t t l e m e n t  n o t  b e c a u se  o f  t h e  few 
Jew s who p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  b u t  b e c a u se  i t  s t r u c t u r e d  t h e  s e t t i n g  
f o r  t h e  g r e a t  num ber o f  Jews who were y e t  t o  come.
22p i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t t e . J a n u a ry  2 ,  181 5 ,
2 3 u ,S ,  D epartm en t o f  Commerce, B ureau  o f  t h e  C ensus , 
F i r s t  Census o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s , 1790; H eads o f  F a m i l i e s , 
1 3 , 16, 1 8 ; U ,S , D epartm ent o f  Commerce, B ureau  o f  th e  
C ensus ,  Second C ensus o f  t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s . 1800: Heads o f  
F a m i l i e s . 4 - 5 ;  U ,S , D epartm ent o f  Commerce, B ureau  o f  t h e  
C ensus ,  T h i r d C ensus o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s , 181 0 : Heads of 
F a m i l i e s , 2 ,  11 , 23» 32 , 99; A lle g h e n y  C oun ty , P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  
Common P le a s  C o u r t  No, 1 , N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  D o c k e t , 1799-1878,
I ,  4 ,  7 , 16, 21 , 2 9 .
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The P i t t s b u r g h  o f  t h e  decade  a f t e r  th e  R e v o lu t io n  
was a  v i l l a g e  o f  some 500 i n h a b i t a n t s .  I t s  s t r e e t s  were 
muddy and  f i l t h y ,  i t s  h o u se s  were ra m sh ack le  lo g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
and i t s  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  n in e  b u i l d i n g s  
h u d d led  a lo n g  t h e  b anks  of th e  Monongahela R i v e r , 24 But 
t h i s  c o a r s e ,  unkempt v i l l a g e  p o s s e s s e d  a n  overw helm ing 
l o c a t i o n a l  a d v a n ta g e .  M ajor la n d  and  w a te r  r o u t e s  co n ­
v e rg e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  a n d  th e  g r e a t  Ohio R iv e r  f low ed  
w estw ard , P i t t s b u r g h  l e d  t o  t h e  W est, A c t i v i t y  and  e x ­
c i te m e n t  grew . From t h e  e a s t ,  f r e i g h t  wagons rum bled  o ver  
t h e  m o u n ta in s  w i th  goods f o r  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  A m a i l  s e r v i c e  
l i n k e d  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  P i t t s b u r g h ,  F l a t b o a t s  c a r r i e d  
h o m e-seek e rs  and s u p p l i e s  down th e  Ohio, and  k e e l b o a t s  
s t r u g g l e d  u p r i v e r  w i th  p r o d u c t s  f o r  th e  E a s t .  A r t i s a n s ,  
m e rc h a n ts ,  and l a b o r e r s  came t o  P i t t s b u r g h  i n  e v e r - i n c r e a s ­
in g  num bers . By 1?9^» t h e  p o p u la t i o n  t o t a l e d  a b o u t  1 ,2 0 0 ,  
i t s  b u s in e s s  h o u ses  more th a n  f o r t y ,  and  i t s  s i x t e e n  
i n d u s t r i e s  in c lu d e d  b o a t y a r d s ,  s a w m il ls ,  b r i c k y a r d s ,  and
i r o n  f u r n a c e s , 2 5
As P i t t s b u r g h  moved i n t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  
i t  was e v id e n t  t h a t  r i v e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  had e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n .  The f a c t  t h a t  goods co u ld  
be f l o a t e d  to  t h e  m a rk e ts  i n  th e  West and  th e  S o u th ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  th e  L o u i s i a n a  P u rc h a se ,  n o t  o n ly  made
2^P i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t t e . J a n u a ry  26 , 1786, 
2 5 i b i d . ,  O cto b er  19 , 1794,
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P i t t s b u r g h  a n  e n t r e p o t  f o r  e a s t e r n  w a re s  b u t  l e d  t o  t h e  
e a r l y  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s  o re  an d  wood a n d ,  
l a t e r ,  c o a l  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  i r o n .  The same f a c t o r s  
i n f l u e n c e d  th e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  lu m b e r in g ,  b o a t  b u i l d i n g ,  
g l a s s  m ak ing , t h e  ce ra m ic  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a n d  a  d o zen  o t h e r s .
By 1826, t h e  in v e s tm e n t  o f  new c a p i t a l  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  by 
th o s e  who r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r a t e s  would e n a b le  
i t s  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  t o  u n d e r s e l l  t h o s e  o f  t h e  E a s t ,  and  th e  
s t i m u l u s  a f f o r d e d  man u f a c t u r i n g  by t h e  War o f  1812, had  
b o o s te d  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  m a n u f a c to r i e s  t o  259* i n c l u d i n g  i r o n  
and b r a s s  f o u n d r i e s ,  em ploy ing  more t h a n  1 ,5 0 0  men and  p r o ­
d u c in g  a n n u a l l y  goods  t o  t h e  v a lu e  o f  two a n d  a  h a l f  
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  P i t t s b u r g h  had u n d e rg o n e  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  
g e n e s i s . 26
By 1826, P i t t s b u r g h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was e s t im a te d  a t  
more t h a n  9*000 p e r s o n s , 2? Yet t h e r e  w ere  s t i l l  n o t  enough 
Jews i n  P i t t s b u r g h  t o  h o ld  a  m in y an , t h e  r i t u a l  g ro u p  o f  t e n  
a d u l t  m a le s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  w o r s h ip .  However, a c r o s s  th e  
o cean  t h e r e  w ere b e in g  r e a d i e d  f o r c e s  o f  enormous power 
t h a t  w ould d i s p l a c e  m i l l i o n s  o f  E u ro p e a n s ,  among them many 
Jew s .  T hese  w ere t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  would d r i v e  many o f  t h e s e  
e m ig re s  from  E urope  t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .
26gam uel J o n e s ,  P i t t s b u r g h  i n  t h e  Y ear E ig h te e n  
Hundred and T w enty - S i x , C o n ta in in g  S k e tc h e s  T o p o g ra p h ic a l  
w i th  a  D i r e c t o r y  o f t h e  C i t y , and  a  View o f  i t s  V a r io u s  
M a n u fa c tu r e s , P o p u l a t i o n , an d  Im provem ents  ( P i t t s b u r g h :  
J o h n s to n  a n d  S t o c k to n ,  1 8 2 6 ) ,  p .  4 9 .
2 7 l b i d . , p .  89 .
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B e g in n in g  i n  E n g lan d  l a t e  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  
and  t h e n  s p r e a d in g  th ro u g h  P ra n c e  and  Germany t o  c e n t r a l  
an d  e a s t e r n  E u ro p e ,  a  p ro fo u n d  r e v o l u t i o n  r e o r g a n i z e d  th e  
i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  F i r s t  t o  be d i s p l a c e d  
were t h e  a r t i s a n s  whose s k i l l s  l o s t  t h e i r  v a l u e  a s  more e f ­
f i c i e n t  m e c h a n ic a l  c o m p e t i t o r s  tu r n e d  o u t  enorm ous q u a n t i ­
t i e s  o f  ch eap  g o o d s .  The a r t i s a n s  were soon fo l lo w e d  by 
p e a s a n t s  e j e c t e d  from  th e  a n c e s t r a l  a c r e s  o f  t h e i r  m a s te r s  
t o  make way f o r  more e f f e c t i v e  t e c h n iq u e s  o f  p r o d u c t io n .  
T h e se  p e o p le s  so u g h t  new homes an d  l i v e s  i n  t h e  r i s i n g  
c i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  own l a n d s  o r  a c r o s s  t h e  s e a s  i n  f o r e i g n  
n a t i o n s .  The Jews a l s o  w ere c a u g h t  up i n  t h e  c h a n g e .  T h e i r  
o ld  econom ic p o s i t i o n s  a s  a r t i s a n s  and m e rc h a n ts ,  p r e c a r i o u s  
a t  b e s t ,  q u i c k l y  became u n t e n a b l e , f o r  u n d e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  
o f  t h e  t r a n s f o r m e d  sy s te m  o f  p r o d u c t io n ,  t h e  Jews c o u ld  n o t  
m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  acc u s to m e d  r o l e s .  T h u s ,  i n  w e s t e r n  Europe , 
many f a r m e r s ,  a r t i s a n s ,  an d  m e rc h a n ts  i n  t h e  s m a l l  tow ns— 
t h e  Jew s among them —w ere co m p e lled  t o  change t h e i r  ways o f 
making a  l i v i n g .  I n  t h e  e a s t ,  a s  th e  p e a s a n t s  were d i s ­
p l a c e d ,  t h e  Jew s who l i v e d  by d e a l i n g  w i th  them became 
s u p e r f l u o u s  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y .  With more h ands  an d  l e s s  need 
o f  them i n  t h e  o ld  tow ns an d  v i l l a g e s ,  some m i g r a t i o n  of 
C h r i s t i a n  and  Jew was i n e v i t a b l e  i f  whole co m m u n itie s  were 
n o t  t o  s i n k  f u r t h e r  i n t o  a  h o p e le s s  p o v e r t y , 28
28noward S ac h a r , The Course  o f  Modern J e w ish  H is to r y  
( C le v e la n d ;  World P u b l i s h i n g  Company, 1 9 5 8 ) ,  p p .  117, 1^5; 
O sc a r  H a n d l in ,  The U p ro o ted  (New York: G ro ss e t  and Dunlap, 
I 95 I ) ,  p p .  7 - 3 6 , p a s s im .
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The movement ev o lv e d  a s  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  c u r r e n t s .  
F i r s t  was a  m i g r a t i o n  from  sm a ll  towns t o  t h e  l a r g e  c i t i e s  
where t h e  new com m ercia l and  i n d u s t r i a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  were 
to  be fo u n d .  A t th e  same tim e t h e r e  was a  s h i f t  o f  popu­
l a t i o n  from e a s t  t o  w e s t ,  t o  th e  more h i g h l y  d ev e lo p e d  
i n d u s t r i a l  r e g i o n s , ^9 i n  th e  m id s t  o f  t h e s e  movements, 
some Jews c o n s id e re d  a  b r e a k  f a r  more c o m p le te .  These 
p e o p le  had become weary of th e  Old World and  w ere e a g e r  t o  
f i n d  a  new l i f e .  I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  th o s e  who sough t change 
found i t  by c r o s s i n g  t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  O c c a s io n a l ly ,  s p e c i f i c  
l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a c c e l e r a t e d  o r  r e t a r d e d  th e  movement. 
P o l i t i c a l  and  c i v i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  such  a s  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  
upon th e  number o f  J e w ish  m a r r ia g e s  i n  B a v a r i a ,  s t im u la t e d  
t h e  exodus from s o u th w e s te rn  Germany i n  t h e  1830*s ,30  The 
f a i l u r e  o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n s  o f  1848 in  c e n t r a l  Europe s e t  
o t h e r s  on t h e  move. B u t such a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  d id  n o t  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r  th e  g e n e r a l  c o n to u r s  o f  t h e  movement. 
Prom 1820 t o  1870, th e  t o t a l  number o f  J e w ish  
im m igran ts  t o  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  was a p p ro x im a te ly  3 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,^1  
The im m igran ts  were g e n e r a l l y  w e s te rn ,  n o t  in  th e  sense  
t h a t  th e y  were n a t i v e s  o f  t h e  w e s te rn  s t a t e s  o f  Europe b u t  
i n  th e  se n se  t h a t  th e y  were dom inated  by w e s te rn ,
2 9 s a c h a r ,  o£ , c i t , , pp , I I 8 - I I 9 ,
3 % a x  K o h le r ,  "The German J e w ish  M ig r a t io n  to  
A m erica ,"  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  A m erican  J e w ish  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y . IX (1 9 0 1 ) ,  pp , 9 3 ^ .
3 1 s u lz b e r g e r ,  0£ ,  c i t , . p ,  145,
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p a r t i c u l a r l y  German, i n f l u e n c e s .  T h is  in f lo w  o f  Jews 
r a i s e d  th e  t o t a l  J e w ish  p o p u la t i o n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
from  a b o u t  5»000 i n  1820 t o  p e rh a p s  20 ,000  i n  1848, and 
a p p r o x im a te ly  350,000 i n  1870,32  Je w ish  Im m ig ra t io n  a f t e r  
1820 no lo n g e r  in v o lv e d  mere h a n d f u l s  o f  p e o p le  c a r r i e d  
a lo n g  by t h e  tow o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  I t  was now 
a  mass movement d e r iv e d  from  s o u rc e s  g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  whole 
E uropean  c o n t i n e n t .
The s h a rp  i n c r e a s e  i n  Je w ish  m ig r a t i o n  t o  t h e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s  a f t e r  1820 d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s Jew ish  
p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1830’ s a n d  t h e  e a r l y  f o r t i e s .  By 
1842; t h e r e  were enough a d u l t  J ew ish  m ales  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  
f o r  w o rsh ip  s e r v i c e s  t o  be h e ld  r e g u l a r l y , 33 m  1846, th e  
f i r s t  fo rm a l  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  Jews i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  
th e  Bes Almon S o c ie ty ,  was formed w i th  a  membership o f  a t  
l e a s t  f i f t e e n  m en,3^ A lm ost im m ed ia te ly ,  a s  was t r a d i t i o n a l  
w i th  J e w ish  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  th e  Bes Almon S o c ie ty  
p u rc h a se d  a  p l o t  o f  l a n d  f o r  a  cem etery  on Troy H i l l  a c r o s s  
t h e  A lle g h e n y  R iv e r ,  t h e  p r e s e n t - d a y  N o r th  S id e  o f  P i t t s ­
b u rg h ,  35 R e l ig io u s  s e r v i c e s  were co nduc ted  i n  a  s m a l l  room 
on Penn Avenue n e a r  p r e s e n t - d a y  S ix th  S t r e e t  u n t i l
32i b i d . ,  pp, 142-144 ,
33The O ccident and American Jew ish  Advocate 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) , J u ly ,  1043,
3^The Occident and American Jew ish  Advocate 
( P h i l a d e lp h i a ) , May, 1852 ,
35Allegheny County Deed Book, 0£, c i t , . LXXIX, 46 ,
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1849 when th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  moved t o  t h e  h a l l  above t h e  
V i g i l a n t  F i r e  E ng ine  House on T h i r d  A v e n u e . B y  I 850 
a p p ro x im a te ly  t h i r t y  Jew ish  f a m i l i e s  r e s i d e d  i n  P i t t s ­
b u r g h .37 Of t h e s e ,  a b o u t  t w o - th i r d s  had  e m ig ra te d  from  
th e  s o u th e r n  German s t a t e s  o f  B aden , B a v a r i a ,  and  W u r t te n -  
b u r g ,  and th e  o t h e r s  had  come from  t h e  R u s s ia n  Empire and  
th e  P o l i s h  p r o v in c e s  o f  P r u s s i a . 38 Most o f  th e  Jews l i v e d  
i n  downtown P i t t s b u r g h  a lo n g  Second and  T h i r d  S t r e e t s  
be tw een  M arket a n d  F e r r y  S t r e e t s .  (See F i g u r e s  1 and  2 . )
A few l i v e d  on P enn  Avenue b e tw een  Ten th  an d  F o u r te e n th  
S t r e e t s ,  s e v e r a l  were found  i n  Birmingham ( p r e s e n t - d a y  
S ou th  S id e )  and  A l le g h e n y  C i ty  ( p r e s e n t - d a y  N o r th  S i d e ) .39  
By 1857» P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  Je w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  was r e p o r t e d  t o  
number f i f t y  f a m i l i e s , ^0 and th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  more t h a n  
s i x t y . T h e  c o n s e c r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Rodef Shalom Temple, t h e
3&The O c c id e n t  and  A m erican  J e w ish  A dvocate  
(P h i l a d e I p h i a ) , S ep te m b e r , 1649.
37Jacob S . Feldman, The ^ r l y  M ig ra tio n  and S e t t l e ­
ment o f  Jews i n  P i t t s b u r g h . 1754-1894 ( P i t t s b u r g h : U nited  
Jew ish  F e d e ra t io n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  and P i t t s b u r g h  C ouncil o f 
B’Nai B r i th ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  P. 15.
38j b i d . . p .  15 .
39j b i d . . p .  17; J u l i a  M i l l e r ,  "Jew s C onnected  w i th  
th e  H is to r y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  1749-1865" (u n p u b l is h e d  M.A. 
t h e s i s .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  1930); U .S . D epartm ent o f  
Commerce, B ureau  o f  th e  C ensus , S e v e n th  Census o f  t h e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s . 1850; P o p u l a t i o n . P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Ward 1,
PP. 21, 5 0 , 55; Ward 3 ,  PP. 112, 113; Ward 5 , PP. 262, 294, 
3 10 , 31 2 , 31 3 . A l le g h e n y  C i ty ,  Ward 1, p .  7 6 ; Ward 2 , p .  I 8 5 .
^Qj s r a e l i t e  ( C i n c i n n a t i ) , O c to b er  30 , 1857.
4 l l b i d . ,  J a n u a ry  I 5 , I 8 5 8 .
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f i r s t  synagogue b u i l t  by Jews i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  a t  Hancock 
S t r e e t  (now E ig h th  S t r e e t )  i n  1862 a t t e s t e d  t o  th e  grow ing 
s i z e  a n d  a f f l u e n c e  o f  th e  young J e w ish  community,^2  By 
1864 t h i s  community com prised  more t h a n  150 f a m i l i e s , ^3 and 
a n o th e r  sy nagogue , th e  T ree  o f  L i f e ,  had  b een  e s t a b l i s h e d ,^ ^  
More Jews w ere c o n t in u in g  to  a r r i v e ,  m ost o f  them from 
P r u s s i a n  P o la n d  a n d  a  few from R u s s ia  an d  H o l la n d ,^5 i n  
t h e  m ain , t h e y  s e t t l e d  i n  th e  dom inant J e w ish  a r e a  a lo n g  
Second and  T h i rd  S t r e e t s ,  As th e  newer Je w ish  im m igran ts  
moved i n t o  t h e  c o re  a r e a ,  t h e  o l d e r ,  b e t t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  
German Jews b e g a n  to  move a c r o s s  th e  r i v e r  t o  th e  more 
a t t r a c t i v e  and  a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  o f A lleg h en y  
C i t y , A f t e r  i8 6 0 ,  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  l a r g e r  s h a re  o f  t h e  
J e w ish  im m ig ran ts  came from P r u s s i a n  P o la n d ,  b u t  th e  
s o u th e r n  German Jews s t i l l  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  e lem en t 
and  a p p a r e n t l y  outnum bered t h e  combined g ro u p s  from 
P r u s s i a n  P o la n d ,  R u s s ia ,  and H o llan d  u n t i l  th e  1870’ s .
I n  th e  e a r l y  1870’ s ,  f o l lo w in g  a  lo n g ,  uneasy  
p r e p a r a t i o n ,  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of e a s t e r n  European s o c i e ty  
b eg an  t o  g a in  momentum. The o ld  o r d e r  d i d  n o t  have th e
^ 2 A lleg h en y  County, C h a r te r  Book ( P i t t s b u r g h ,  
P e n n s y lv a n ia ) ,  I ,  162,
^ 3 i s r a e l i t e  (New Y ork), J a n u a ry  1 , 1864,
^ ^ A lle g h e n y  County, C h a r te r  Book, op , c i t , ,  I ,  234,
^5T ree  o f  L i f e  C o n g re g a t io n ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  A rc h iv e s ,  
M in u tes  Ju n e  2 6 ,  1864; Ja n u a ry  16, 1865,
^ ^ I s r a e l i t e  (New Y o rk ),  May 13, 1859.
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r e s i l i e n c e  t o  meet t h e  s u c c e s s iv e  blows t h a t  b e a t  upon i t  
from  t h e  w e s t .  Improved com m unications  had sh runk  t h e  
m id d le  d i s t a n c e s  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  and  w i th o u t  a  
p r o t e c t i v e  m arg in  o f  sp ace r  t h e  o ld  reg im es  of s q u i r e s  and  
p e a s a n t s ,  o f  p r i e s t s ,  o f  g u i l d s ,  o f  r u t h l e s s  o r d e r  c o u ld  
n o t  w i th s t a n d  th e  im p ac t  o f  new te c h n o lo g y  and s o c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  E a s t e r n  E uropean  s o c i e t y ,  t o t t e r i n g  a f t e r  
m i d - n in e t e e n th  c e n t u r y ,  moved tow ard  t h e  u p h e a v a l  o f  war 
a n d  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu r y .
The s o c i a l  and  economic d i s a s t e r s  o f  e a s t e r n  
E uropean  s o c i e t y  overwhelmed t h e  Jews w i th in  i t .  The 
f i e r c e  pogroms o f  I 8 7 0 , 1881, 1899» and  1905—governm ent 
i n s p i r e d  t o  a m e l i o r a t e  p e a s a n t  u n r e s t —drove  th o u sa n d s  o f  
Jew s from  R u s s ia  an d  Rumania. Famine a n d  c h o le r a  i n  I860 
a n d  I 87 I  caused  many Jews t o  f l e e  from n o r th e r n  P o la n d .^7 
I n  R u s s ia ,  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  d e n i a l  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  com pulsory  
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  w i th o u t  c i t i z e n s h i p  r i g h t s ,  and r e s t r i c ­
t i o n  of t h e  Jews t o  t h e  P a le  o f  S e t t l e m e n t s p u r r e d  th e  
e m ig r a t i o n  of many th o u sa n d s  o f  J e w s .^9
^^Simon M arkovich Dubnow, H i s to r y  o f  th e  Jews i n  
R u s s ia  and  P o la n d ; From t h e  E a r l i e s t  Times t o  t h e  P r e s e n t  
Day, t r a n s .  by I .  F r i e d l a n d e r  (P h ilad e lp h ia* .  Jew ish  
P u b l i c a t i o n  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 2 0 ) ,  I ,  p .  247; I I ,  pp .  249 -299 , 
p a s s im ; I I I ,  p .  34 , p .  120, p .  1 2 4 f f , ,  p .  128.
^^The P a le  o f  S e t t l e m e n t  r e f e r s  t o  an  a r e a  i n  
w e s te rn  I m p e r ia l  R u s s ia  where Jews were a l lo w e d  th e  r i g h t  
o f  perm anent r e s i d e n c e .  I t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by a d e c re e  
o f  Empress C a th a r in e  on December 21 , I 70 I and  a b o l i s h e d  i n
191 7.
49Louis  G reen b e rg ,  The Jews i n  R u ss ia  (New Haven; 
Y ale U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 4 ) ,  I ,  p .  9 8 , p .  113.
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The J e w ish  im m ig ra t io n  a f t e r  1 8 /0 ,  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  
e x h i b i t e d  p re d o m in a te ly  e a s t e r n  E uropean  q u a l i t i e s ,
Germans c o n t in u e d  t o  im m ig ra te ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  a s  th e  n i n e ­
t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  drew t o  a  c l o s e ,  t h e i r  numbers were f a r  
s m a l l e r  th a n  th o s e  from  e a s t e r n  E u ro p e , T h is  im m ig ra t io n  
d i f f e r e d  i n  y e t  a n o t h e r  s e n s e ,  Jews had b een  a  s m a l l  
m i n o r i t y  among t h e  im m ig ran ts  from Germany, f a r  outnum bered 
by n o n -Je w ish  a r t i s a n s  and  t r a d e r s ,  b u t  i n  e a s t e r n  E urope , 
Jews form ed a  c o n s id e r a b le  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  e m ig ra n ts ,
A l s o ,  th e  number o f  J e w ish  im m ig ran ts  t o  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s
a f t e r  I 870 f a r  ex ceeded  th e  number m i g r a t in g  b e f o r e  t h i s
d a t e .  F o r  exam ple , i n  th e  s in g l e  y e a r  I 9 0 6 , o v e r  150,000
Jews a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  more th a n  th e  number
t h a t  came i n  an y  d ecad e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  W ar,^^ In  th e  
decade  p r e c e d in g  World War I ,  one and  a  q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  
Jew s— o n e - s e v e n th  o f  a l l  t h o s e  i n  E u ro p e—l e f t ,  and  i n  th e  
y e a r s  betw een  1881 and  1914, more t h a n  two and  a  h a l f  
m i l l i o n  Jew s—more th a n  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  Jews i n  e a s t e r n  
E u ro p e—d e p a r t e d  E u r o p e , ^2 Over n i n e t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  them
30gamuel J o s e p h ,  J e w ish  Im m ig ra t io n  t o  t h e  U n ited  
S t a t e s ; From 1881 t o  I 9 I 0 , S tu d ie s  i n  H i s to r y ,  Econom ics, 
and P u b l i c  Law; No. 4 (New York; Columbia U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  
1 9 1 4 ) ,  LIX, p p ,  121-122; T a b le  X I I ,  p .  164,
31l b i d . ,  T a b le  XXIX, p ,  1?3 ,
52Mark W is c h n i t z e r ,  To Dwell i n  S a f e t y ; The S to ry  
o f  J e w ish  M ig r a t io n  S in c e  IBÏÏO ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  J e w ish  
P u b l i c a t i o n  S o c ie ty  c f  A m erica ,  1 9 4 8 ) ,  A ppendix  I ,  T a b le  I ,  
p ,  289 ,
R eproduced  with perm ission o f the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
34
came t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s , 53 t h e  m a j o r i t y  s e t t l i n g  I n  New
Y o r k .54
World War I  I n t e r r u p t e d  t h i s  f lo o d  o f  m i g r a t i o n .  
L e s s  t h a n  a  hun d red  th o u s a n d  Jew s r e a c h e d  A m erica  d u r in g  
t h e  c o n f l i c t .  The t i d e  o f  J e w is h  Im m ig ra t io n  seemed t o  be 
re su m in g  a s  a  q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  came t o  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
d u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1920 ,55  Then, s u d d e n ly  th e  
w hole movement was choked o f f  by t h e  en a c tm e n t  o f  l e g i s ­
l a t i o n ,  t h e  Im m ig ra t io n  A c t s ,  I n  t h e  m ld - 1 9 2 0 's .  T h i s  
l i m i t a t i o n .  Imposed I n  te rm s  o f  a  q u o ta  sy s tem  b a se d  on 
n a t i v i t y ,  s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d  t h e  Im m ig ra t io n  o f  s o u th e r n  
a n d  e a s t e r n  E u ro p e a n s ,  The b u lk  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  J e w is h  
Im m ig ra n ts  l i v e d  In  t h e s e  a r e a s  o f  E urope ,
A l th o u g h  t h e r e  w ere  o c c a s io n  ^ -^a tlo n s  i n
I n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s ,  t h e  b a r r i e r s  I n  g e n e r a l  ; r e  I n su rm o u n t­
a b l e ,  An e p is o d e  I n  A m erican  J e w is h  h i s t o r y  had  come t o  
a  c l o s e .
The A m erican  J e w is h  p o p u l a t i o n  had b e e n  fo rm e d .
The t o t a l  had  grown t o  a lm o s t  t h r e e  and  a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  In  
1917 and  t o  a lm o s t  f o u r  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  m i l l i o n  I n  192? ^ ^ —
53i b l d , , A ppend ix  I I ,  p ,  295#
54 jo sep h , o£, c i t , , p ,  I 5I ,
5 5 w is c h n l tz e r ,  0£ ,  c i t , , Appendix I ,  T a b le  I ,  p ,  289 .
5 5 n a r ry  S , L l n f l e l d ,  The Jews In  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s , 
192 7 : A S tu d y  o f  T h e i r  Number and  D i s t r i b u t i o n  (New York: 
A m erican  J e w is h  C om m ittee , I 9 2 9 ) , T a b le  I ,  p , 10,
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im m igrants and c h ild r e n  o f  im m igrants whom war, p e r s e c u tio n ,  
and most o f  a l l ,  th e  fundam ental econom ic d i s lo c a t io n  o f  
modern t im es  had d r iv e n  to  a new w o rld .
By I 87O when e a s te r n  European s o c ie t y  was in  th e  
p r o c e s s  o f  upheaval and Jews from th o se  a r e a s  were a r r iv in g  
in  evergrow in g  numbers in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  P ittsb u r g h  had 
emerged a s  an in d u s t r ia l  power. T r a n sp o r ta tio n  had been  
e s p e c i a l l y  im portant in  ad van cin g  P it t s b u r g h 's  econom ic 
p o s i t io n  from 1820 to  1 8?0 . The b u ild in g  o f  th e  tu rn p ik es  
in  th e  1 8 2 0 's and 1830 ' s  had com pleted  th e  l in k  from  
P h ila d e lp h ia  to  P it t s b u r g h . The in tr o d u c t io n  o f th e  steam ­
b oat le d  to  a boom in  t r a f f i c  on w estern  w a te r s , and 
P it t s b u r g h , a t  th e  sou rce  o f  th e  Ohio R iv er , b e n e f ite d  
g r e a t ly .  An a d d it io n a l  l in k  w ith  th e  E ast was e f f e c t e d  by 
th e  c o n s tr u c t io n  o f th e  P en n sy lv a n ia  Canal system  in  th e  
1 8 3 0 ' s .  F in a l ly  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  r a i lr o a d  s e r v ic e  in  1852 
eastw ard  to  P it tsb u r g h  by th e  P en n sy lv a n ia  R a ilroad  p ro­
v id e d  f a s t ,  dependable t r a n s p o r ta t io n  w ith  a la r g e  ca rry ­
in g  c a p a c ity .  In P it t s b u r g h 's  in d u s t r ia l  surge from 1820 
to  I 85O, th e  iro n  and m eta l in d u s t r ie s  le d  th e  way. By 
m id -c en tu ry , P it t s b u r g h 's  im portance in  iro n  and s t e e l  p ro­
d u c t io n  had become w e ll  e s t a b l i s h e d .  P it t s b u r g h 's  ir o n -  
w orking e s ta b lish m e n ts , over f i f t y  in  number and em ploying  
more th an  5 ,5 0 0  men, m anufactured a d iv e r s i t y  o f iro n  
p r o d u c ts . T h eir  ou tpu t was v a lu ed  a t  more than  s ix  and a
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h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a  y e a r , P i t t s b u r g h  was im p o r ta n t  
i n  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  m a n u fa c tu r in g  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by th e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  v a lu e  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  m a n u fa c tu re s  f o r  th e  
same y e a r  was e s t i m a t e d  t o  be  f i f t y  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s . ^8 
D uring  th e  h a l f - c e n t u r y  from  1820 t o  1870, t h e  f r o n t i e r  
had moved f a r  beyond  t h e  Ohio V a l l e y ,  a n d  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  mer­
c h a n ts  and i n d u s t r i a l i s t s ,  h a v in g  c a p i t a l i z e d  on t h e  c i t y ' s  
f a v o r a b l e  l o c a t i o n  and  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  had jo in e d  th e  
r a n k s  o f th e  moneyed a n d  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  E a s t ,
The C i v i l  War t r i g g e r e d  a  booming e x p a n s io n  of 
P i t t s b u r g h ' s  i n d u s t r i e s .  L ocom otives  and f r e i g h t  c a r s ,  
heavy a r t i l l e r y ,  s m a l l  a rm s ,  am m unition , s te a m b o a ts ,  and 
c o a l  l e f t  th e  c i t y  i n  a  s te a d y  f lo w . The F o r t  P i t t  Foundry 
a lo n e  f u r n i s h e d  a lm o s t  1 ,200  cannon o r  f i f t e e n  p e r  c e n t  of 
t h e  g o v e rn m e n t 's  a r t i l l e r y  d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  V/ar,59 P i t t s ­
b u r g h 's  heavy  i n d u s t r y  had become f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  A l ­
though  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  o rdnance  and f i r e a r m s  cea se d  
a f t e r  th e  c lo s e  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War, th e  heavy  s t e e l  and  
fo u n d ry  work c o n t in u e d  t o  f l o u r i s h .  By 18?0 P i t t s b u r g h  had 
become th e  "Birmingham o f  A m erica ,"
3?Samuel F a h n e s to c k ,  P i t t s b u r g h  D i r e c t o r y . f o r  th e  
Year 1850 ( P i t t s b u r g h ;  George P e r k in s  and  Company, 18507, 
p .  1 1 F T “
58l b i d , ,  p .  119.
59P i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t t e , Septem ber 23, 1865,
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I n  I 870 o f  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  t o t a l  p o p u la t i o n  o f  a lm o s t  
10 0 , 000,60  a p p r o x im a te ly  1 ,000  were J e w s ,61 But w i t h i n  
se v e n  y e a r s ,  t h e  number d o u b le d  t o  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 ,000  a s  
e a s t e r n  European  Jew s, p r i m a r i l y  R u ss ia n s  from th e  
p ro v in c e s  o f  Kovno, V i l n e ,  and Grodno, beg an  a r r i v i n g  i n  
P i t t s b u r g h . T h e  o ld  a r e a s  o f  Jew ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  down­
town P i t t s b u r g h  w ere n o t  a b l e  t o  house th e  new im m ig ra n ts ,  
f o r  t h e s e  a r e a s  were b e in g  squeezed  o u t o f  e x i s t e n c e  by 
t h e  e n c ro a c h in g  com m ercia l d i s t r i c t .  A lth o u g h  a  few Jews 
rem ained  i n  t h e  M arket an d  F e r r y  S t r e e t  a r e a ,  t h e  m ain  a r e a  
o f  J ew ish  s e t t l e m e n t  had s h i f t e d  a  few b lo c k s  e a s tw a rd  t o  
t h e  f r i n g e s  o f downtown P i t t s b u r g h , 63 a t  t h e  m arg in  o f  th e  
H i l l ,  a n  e x t e n s iv e  u p la n d  r i s i n g  t o  th e  e a s t .  The H i l l  had 
b een  a  f i n e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  o f l a r g e  e s t a t e s  an d  f a rm la n d s  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . 6^ As P i t t s b u r g h ' s  popu­
l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  demand f o r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  n e a r  
p l a c e s  o f  employment i n  downtown P i t t s b u r g h  l e d  t o  th e
60 u .S .  Department, o f  Commerce, Bureau  o f  t h e  C ensus ,  
N in th  Census o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s , 1870; The S t a t i s t i c s  of 
t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s . P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  i l l ,  244.
Glpeldman, o ^ . c i t . . p .  3 0 .
62l b i d . .  p .  3 0 .
63A lexander Z e r f e l  P i t t l e r ,  "The H i l l  D i s t r i c t  o f  
P i t t s b u r g h ;  A S tudy  i n  S u c c e ss io n "  (u n p u b lis h e d  M.A. t h e s i s .  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f P i t t s b u r g h ,  19.30), p .  28 .
6^Annie C la rk  M i l l e r ,  C h ro n ic le s  o f  F a m i l i e s  and 
E s t a t e s  o f P i t t s b u r g h  an d  I t s  E n v iro n s  ( P i t t s b u r g h :  T . W. 
N ev in , 1 9 2 ? ) ,  p .  119.
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
38
s u b d iv i s i o n  o f  t h e  Lower H i l l  i n t o  sm a ll  l o t s  f o r  h o u s in g .  
L a rg e  numbers o f  I r i s h  im m igran ts  crowded i n t o  t h e  Lower 
H i l l  i n  th e  1 8 4 0 's  an d  1850 ’ s . M a n y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e t t l e r s  o f  t h e  Lower H i l l ,  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  b eg an  moving 
e a s t m r d  to  th e  Upper H i l l ,  H erron  H i l l ,  a n d  O a k la n d .
German im m igran ts  soon jo in e d  th e  I r i s h  i n  th e  Lower H i l l  
a d d in g  t o  t h e  a r e a ’ s c o n g e s t io n .  I n  t h e  1870’ s ,  t h e  e a s t e r n  
E uropean  Jews beg an  t o  r e p l a c e  th e  I r i s h  and  t h e  Germans i n  
t h e  Lower H i l l  a lo n g  T u n n e l,  Chatham, an d  Townsend S t r e e t s  
be tw een  F i f t h  and  W ylie A v e n u e s ,^7 (F ig u re  3) R e n ts  were 
lo w e s t  h e r e ,  and  th e  a b s e n te e  l a n d lo r d s  d i d  n o t  r e s i s t  th e  
i n v a s io n  o f  p e o p le  w i th  a  lo w er  s ta n d a rd  o f  l i v i n g  an d  a n  
a l i e n  c u l t u r e .  The e a s t e r n  European Jews were f a r  d i f f e r ­
e n t ,  even  from t h e i r  G erm an-Jew ish p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  i n  sp e e c h ,  
d r e s s ,  a n d  dem eanor. They spoke Y id d ish ,  and  many of th e  
men wore b e a r d s  an d  s id e l o c k s  and  d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  lo n g  b la c k  
c o a t s  and  b o o ts  o f  t h e  R u s s ia n  P a l e ,  They b r o u g h t  w i th  
them t h e  h u n ted  lo o k  a n d  p r o v in c ia l i s m  o f  th e  P a l e ,  Uneasy 
an d  s u s p ic io u s  th e y  were u n a b le  t o  communicate w i th  
s t r a n g e r s  o r  even  w i th  n o n -Y id d ish  sp e a k in g  Jew s ,  On th e y  
came—g r e a t  numbers o f  R u s s ia n  Jews from B y e l o r u s s i a ,
R u s s ia n  P o la n d ,  a n d  L i t h u a n i a ,  J o in in g  them i n  t h e  e a r l y
1845,
^5p i t t s b u r g h  D a i ly  G a z e t te  and A d v e r t i s e r . A p r i l  14,
6&I b i d , .  A p r i l  22 , 1845,
6 7 P i t t l e r ,  o£ , c i t , ,  p ,  28 ,
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1880»s  w ere H u n g a r ia n  Jews a n d  Jews from th e  U k ra in e ,  By 
t h e  l a t e  1880»s ,  Jews from  Rumania and  G a l i c i a  a n d  P o l i s h  
Jew s ad d ed  t o  t h e  flow,&8 And J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  pushed 
h i g h e r  i n t o  t h e  H i l l —t o  F e rn a n d o ,  W ashing ton , C la r k ,
Logan, a n d  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t s ,  a n d  lo w e r  C e n te r  A v e n u e ,^9 
By 1890 , p e rh a p s  4 ,0 0 0  Jews l i v e d  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ; ? ^  n e a r l y  
a l l  o f  them i n  t h e  H i l l ,  Jew s from  e a s t e r n  Europe now f a r  
ou tnum bered  t h e  German Jews i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Jews from  th e  
R u s s ia n  Em pire p r o b a b ly  co m p r ise d  more th a n  h a l f  o f  P i t t s -  
b u rg h » s  J e w is h  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1890, The m i g r a t i o n  c o n t i n u ­
a l l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  and  Jews from  e a s t e r n  Europe p o u red  i n t o  
P i t t s b u r g h  a n d  t h e  H i l l  by  t h e  th o u s a n d s .  S e t t l e m e n t  
s p i l l e d  o v e r — n o r t h  beyond W ebste r  and  B edfo rd  A venues t o  
t h e  c l i f f s  o v e r lo o k in g  t h e  S t r i p  an d  th e  A l le g h e n y  R iv e r ;  
s o u th  a c r o s s  F i f t h  Avenue a n d  F o rb e s  S t r e e t  t o  L o c u s t  
S t r e e t  a lm o s t  on t h e  B l u f f s  ab o v e  Second Avenue a n d  th e  
M onongahela R i v e r ,  an d  e a s tw a rd  i n t o  th e  H i l l ,  t o  F u l l e r t o n ,  
C ra w fo rd ,  R o b e r t s ,  D in w id d le ,  D e v i l l i e r s ,  and  K i r k p a t r i c k
^ ^ c h a r l e s  I ,  C ooper, "The S to ry  o f  t h e  Jews i n  
P i t t s b u r g h , "  J e w ish  C r i t e r i o n  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  May, I 9 I 8 , 
p p .  9 9 -1 0 1 ;  Fe ldm an , on, c i t , ,  p p ,  2 6 -2 8 ,  38 -40 ; T a y lo r .  
o £ ,  c i t . ,  p .  51 .
^ 9 l ,  F ,  D i f f e n b a c h e r ,  D i r e c to r y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  and 
A l le g h e n y  C i t i e s  f o r  1890 ( P i t t s b u r g h :  S te v e n so n  and 
F o s t e r ,  I 89O) , p p ,  3 0 -3 2 ; P i t t l e r ,  0£ ,  c i t , . p ,  28 ,
^Opeldman, o£, c i t , . p ,  4 1 ,
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S t r e e t s , 71 The Lower H i l l  bounded by T unne l S t r e e t  on 
t h e  w e s t ,  F i f t h  Avenue on t h e  s o u th ,  D inw iddie  and  
D e v i l l i e r s  on th e  e a s t ,  a n d  W ebster Avenue on th e  n o r t h ,  
had  r e c e iv e d  th e  b r u n t  o f  t h e  m i g r a t i o n .  And th e  Lower 
H i l l  a c q u i r e d  th e  lo o k  and  t h e  f e e l ,  th e  n o i s e s ,  and  o d o rs  
o f  t h e  g h e t t o .  The jammed row h o u ses  were c a rv e d  i n t o  
te n e m e n t  rooms and a p a r tm e n t s ,  a n d  f i r s t  f l o o r  f l a t s  a lo n g  
C e n te r  an d  Wylie Avenue were scooped  o u t  f o r  s to re ro o m s .
The Lower H i l l ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  seemed t o  sw ea t hum anity  a t  
e v e ry  window and  d o o r .  K osher  b u tc h e r  s h o p s ,  f i s h  s t o r e s  
w i th  b a r r e l s  o f  h e r r i n g  an d  c a r p ;  k o s h e r  b a k e r i e s  w i th  
" c h a l l a h ” , t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t w i s t e d  b r e a d ;  d in g y  se co n d ­
hand c l o t h i n g  s t o r e s ;  pawn sh o p s ;  p o u l t r y  s t o r e s ;  and 
d e l i c a t e s s e n s  l i n e d  C e n te r  Avenue, Logan S t r e e t ,  low er 
W ylie ,  an d  F i f t h  Avenue b e tw een  C ongress  a n d  P r id e  S t r e e t s ,  
On t h e  s id e w a lk s  and  on t h e  s t r e e t s  t h e  p u s h c a r t  p e d d le r s  
j o s t l e d  f o r  sp a c e ,  s h o u t in g  an d  w h e e d l in g ,  t h e i r  p u sh ­
c a r t s  p i l e d  h ig h  w i th  s o i l e d  t i e s ,  odd s i z e s  o f shoes  
lo n g  o u t  o f  s t y l e ,  a n d  b a t t e r e d  p o t s  an d  p a n s .  The g h e t t o  
had i t s  r i t u a l  b a th  h o u s e s ,  i t s  Y id d ish  t h e a t r e s ,  and i t s  
c i g a r  an d  p a n ts  f a c t o r i e s .  I t  had i t s  basem ent sw eat
y i j e w is h  C r i t e r i o n  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) , March, 1909; 
P i t t s b u r g h  D i r e c to ry  ( P i t t s b u r g h ;  R, L , P o lk  and  Co. 
an d  R, L , D udley, 1 9 1 0 ) ,  p p ,  4 -6 4 9 ,  p a s s im ; I n te r v ie w  
w i th  M rs, E t t a  Meyers K a tz ,  member o f  one o f  th e  f i r s t  
J e w ish  f a m i l i e s  o f t h e  H i l l ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  May, I 9 6 9 ,
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shops  and  h o m e -c o n t ra c t  w o rk .72 And i t  had i t s  c o n g re ­
g a t i o n s  and  sy n ag o g u es .  Numbers o f  sm a ll  c o n g r e g a t io n s  
w ere form ed, some o f  them w i th  b a r e l y  a  m in y an , u s u a l l y  
m e e t in g  i n  p r i v a t e  homes o r  c u r t a i n e d  s t o r e f r o n t s , 73 
These  c o n g re g a t io n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  p e o p le  from 
t h e  same v i l l a g e  o r  a r e a s  i n  E u ro p e ,  They p ro v id e d  f o r  
t h e s e  Jew s, who had  been  d e n ie d  s e c u l a r  e d u c a t io n  i n  
e a s t e r n  Europe and were l i t e r a t e  o n ly  i n  Y id d ish  and  
p ra y e rb o o k  Hebrew, a  c o m fo r t in g  s e c u r i t y  and  co n tinuum . 
Each of t h e s e  c o n g re g a t io n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  l i t t l e  w o r ld  by 
i t s e l f  i n  w hich were r e f l e c t e d  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p eo p le -  
r e l i g i o u s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and  s o c i a l .  Synagogues w ere e s t a b ­
l i s h e d ,  u s u a l l y  b u i l d i n g s  p u rc h a se d  from t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  
an d  I r i s h ,  I n  a  few i n s t a n c e s  th e  Jews were a b l e  t o  b u i l d  
new synagogues .  A t t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  new c e n t u r y ,  t h e  
Lower H i l l — i t s  p e o p le  and  i t s  c u l t u r e —was J e w is h ,
( F ig u r e  4)
72% nterview w i th  Mrs, K a tz ,  o£ . c i t . ;  H a r t l e y  M, 
P h e lp s ,  "S torm y F i f t h , "  P i t t s b u r g h  L e a d e r . November 5f 
1905; H a r t l e y  M. P h e lp s ,  "S ev en th  Ward," G a z e t te  Times 
( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  November 19» 1905; Edwin P r e n t e r g a s t ,  "Our 
Gay V i l l a g e —Logan S t r e e t , "  P i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t te  T im es .
May 8, 1927; Anna Heed, "The J e w ish  Im m igran ts  o f  Two 
P i t t s b u r g h  B lo c k s ,  1908- I 90 9 , ” P i t t s b u r g h  S u rv e y ; Wage-  
E a rn in g  P i t t s b u r g h , e d ,  by P a u l  Underwood K e l lo g g ,  A 
R e p o r t  Commissioned by th e  R u s s e l l  Sage F o u n d a t io n  (New 
York: Survey  A s s o c i a t e s ,  I n c . ,  I 9 I I ) ,  pp . 4 1 9 -4 2 3 ,
7 3 o r th o d o x  Judaism  r e q u i r e s  o f  i t s  a d u l t  men d a i l y  
p r a y e r  a s  members o f  a  m inyan. P l a c e s  o r  w o rsh ip  m ust be 
n e a rb y  e s p e c i a l l y  s in c e  O rthodoxy a l s o  demands t h a t  i t s  
a d h e r e n t s  w a lk —an d  n o t  r i d e — on t h e  S ab b a th  a n d  h o l i d a y s .
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By 1910 p e rh a p s  t h i r t y  th o u sa n d  Jews l i v e d  i n  
P i t t s b u r g h , 74 an d  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  them l i v e d  i n  t h e  H i l l .
B u t  n o t  q u i t e  a l l  o f  t h e  J e w s ,  f o r  a s  t h e  g r e a t  s t r e a m  o f
e a s t e r n  E uropean  Jews f lo w e d  i n t o  t h e  H i l l ,  some o f  t h e  
e a r l i e r  J e w ish  s e t t l e r s  w ere  moving o u t .  T hese  w ere t h e  
Jew s who had  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ’ s  and  1 8 7 0 's  who had 
a c c u m u la te d  enough money t o  f l e e  t h e  s t i f l i n g  w re tc h e d n e s s  
o f  t h e  Lower H i l l ,  They c o u ld  m ost e a s i l y  move e a s t  i n t o  
th e  U pper H i l l  o r  O ak lan d , E a s t  End, o r  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  The 
e x t e n s i o n  o f  s t r e e t  r a i lw a y  s e r v i c e  t o  Oakland i n  t h e  
1 8 6 0 's  and  i n  th e  1 8 8 0 's  t o  E a s t  End an d  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  had
h e lp e d  open t h e s e  a r e a s  t o  i n c r e a s e d  s e t t l e m e n t ,  Jews
b e g a n  moving t o  O akland i n  t h e  l a t e  1880 ' s  t o  C r a f t  A venue, 
E l s i n o r e  S quare  a n d  t o  O p h e l i a ,  Ward, Dawson, an d  McKee 
S t r e e t s , 75 i n  I 9 0 6 , t h e  T re e  o f  L i f e  C o n g re g a t io n  moved 
t o  a  new synagogue on C r a f t  Avenue t o  s e r v e  t h e  g ro w in g  
J e w is h  community i n  O a k l a n d , 76 Jews w ere a l s o  moving t o  
E a s t  End b e f o r e  th e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y — t o  t h e  Baum-Grove 
and  F r i e n d s h i p  D i s t r i c t ,  t o  N o r th  S t .  C l a i r  S t r e e t ,  t o  
N eg ley  A venue, a n d  l a t e r  t o  Baywood, H ays, M e llo n ,  an d
7 4 co o p e r ,  o p , c i t , , p ,  9 8 ,
75R e a l  E s t a t e  P l a t - Book o f t h e  C i ty  o f  P i t t s b u r g h , 
I 898 - I 903 ' ( P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  G, M, H opkins Company, I 9 0 0 ) ,  V o l .  
I l l ,  P l a t e  13; I n t e r v i e w  w i th  M iss Id a  R osen , l o n g - t im e  
r e s i d e n t  o f  O akland , P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u n e ,  I 9 6 6 ,
7&Tree o f  L i f e  C o n g re g a t io n ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  A r c h iv e s ,  
M in u te s ,
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B lack S t r e e t s , 77 The B 'N ai I s r a e l  C ongregation  was formed 
by th e  Jews in  t h i s  a rea  in  1904 .78  in  the e a r ly  y ea rs  
o f  th e  1 9 0 0 * s , Jews began moving t o  S q u ir r e l  H i l l .  U n lik e  
Oakland and E a st End, S q u ir r e l  H i l l  a t  t h i s  tim e was s t i l l  
a s p a r s e ly  in h a b ite d  a r e a , and co n seq u e n tly  th e  e a r ly  
Jew ish  r e s id e n t s  in  t h i s  a rea  had a  w id er ch o ice  o f  lo c a ­
t io n  th a n  th e y  had in  th e  o ld e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  c i t y .  Jew ish  
s e t t le m e n t ,  th e n , ten d ed  to  be more d isp e r se d  in  S q u ir r e l  
H i l l  th an  in  (^ k lan d  or E ast End, N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e r e  
was some c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f  Jew s, p r im a r ily  in  th e Murray 
Avenue a r e a  from F orbes Avenue sou th  t o  N ich o lso n  S t r e e t , 79 
In  1907 , th e  Rodef Shalom Temple, th e  o n ly  Reform synagogue 
in  P it t s b u r g h  a t  th e  t im e , moved from downtown t o  Shady-  
s i d e , 80 by  th en  a c e n tr a l  lo c a t io n  fo r  th e Jews in  th e  
newer a r e a s  o f  Jew ish  s e t t le m e n t .  S e v e r a l sm a lle r  p o ck ets  
o f J ew ish  s e t t le m e n t  a r o s e .  These com m unities, each con­
s i s t i n g  o f  a  h an d fu l o f  f a m i l i e s ,  appeared  in  or a d jo in in g  
to  s e v e r a l  o f  th e  sm a ller  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t s  o f  th e  c i t y — 
M anchester in  th e  North S id e , E ast Ohio S t r e e t  a l s o  in  
th e  N orth S id e , and Homewood to  th e  n o rth  o f  S q u ir r e l H i l l ,
77R eal E sW te  P l a t -Book o f th e  C ity  o f  P it t s b u r g h . 
1904-1906 (P h ila d e lp h ia ;  G, M, Hopkins Company, 1 9 0 5 ) , V o l. 
I I ,  P la t e s  8 , 10; In te r v ie w  w ith  Mrs, I^ v id  B u s is ,  lo n g ­
tim e r e s id e n t  o f  E a st End, P it t sb u r g h , May, I 969 .
7 8 3 «Nai I s r a e l  C o n g re g a t io n ,  G olden  A n n iv e r s a ry  Book. 
1904-1994 ( P i t t s b u r g h ;  B»Nai I s r a e l  C o n g re g a t io n ,  1 9 5 4 ) .
79In te r v ie w  w ith  Harry A renson , c h a r te r  member o f  
th e  B eth  Shalom C on gregation , P it t s b u r g h , May, I 968 .
8 0 c o o p e r ,  o £ ,  c i t . . p .  2 5 .
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o t h e r  Jews l e f t  t h e  H i l l  t o  be s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  
c i t y ,  t o  be th e  s o le  J e w ish  f a m ily  i n  a  G e n t i l e  n e ig h b o r -  
h ood , t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  c o m e r  g ro c e ry  o r  t a i l o r  shop and 
r e s i d e  i n  rooms above th e  sh o p ,  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  n e ig h b o r ­
hood an d  n e v e r  t o  be a  p a r t  o f  i t ,
J e w ish  im m ig ra t io n  c o n t in u e d  u n a b a te d  i n t o  
P i t t s b u r g h  u n t i l  World War I ,  s la c k e n e d ,  resum ed , a n d  
th e n  v i r t u a l l y  c e a se d  a f t e r  1924 a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  n ew ly -  
e n a c te d  im m ig ra t io n  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  From I 9 IO t o  1924, th e  
H i l l  c o n t in u e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  g r e a t  b u lk  o f  J e w is h  immi­
g r a n t s ,  b u t  th e  H i l l  a l s o  was c o n t in u in g  to  l o s e  i t s  o l d e r  
J e w ish  r e s i d e n t s  i n  c o n s id e r a b l e  num bers. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  th e  Jews i n  t h e  H i l l  was s h i f t ­
in g  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  Jews were moving h ig h e r  i n t o  t h e  H i l l ,  
i n t o  t h e  Upper H i l l  a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  H erron  Avenue an d  were 
b e in g  r e p l a c e d  i n  th e  low er p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  Lower H i l l  by 
I t a l i a n  im m ig ran ts  and N egroes from th e  S o u th ,81 Those 
Jews who l e f t  t h e  H i l l  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r io d  moved t o  th e  
n ew ly -fo u n d ed  a r e a s  of J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
O akland, E a s t  End, and S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  They s t a r t e d  t o  
f i l l  i n  th e  c o r e s  o f  th e  newer s e t t l e m e n t s ,  a n d  a s  i n ­
c r e a s i n g  numbers came, th e  c o r e s  expanded and  t h e s e
S lM inn ie  H i ld re d  B ac h rach ,  "The Im m igran ts  on t h e  
H i l l "  (u n p u b l i s h e d  M, A, t h e s i s ,  C arn eg ie  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
T ech n o lo g y , 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p ,  17; K u r t  P in e ,  "The Jews i n  t h e  H i l l  
D i s t r i c t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  1910=1940" (u n p u b l is h e d  M, S, 
t h e s i s .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  1 9 4 3 )f PP. 6 ,  7 ,
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s e t t l e m e n t s  were becom ing s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s  o f  J e w ish n e s s  
i n  P i t t s b u r g h , 82 The H i l l ,  how ever, s t i l l  rem ained  
o v erw h e lm in g ly  t h e  s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  a r e a  o f  J ew ish  s e t t l e ­
ment i n  t h e  c i t y ,  (F ig u re  5) B u t th e  H i l l ’ s t i g h t  h o ld  
on a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  Jews had been  b ro k e n .  The Jews were 
l e a v i n g  t h e  H i l l  and  i t s  co n f in e m e n t;  th e y  were e n t e r i n g  
t h e  f lo w  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s l i f e .  The exodus had begun .
82R eal E s ta te  P lat-B ook  o f  th e  C ity  of P it t sb u r g h . 
1916- 1 9 4 0 T P h ila d e lp h la ;  G. M, Hopkins C o ,, 1916- Ï 940) ,  I I .  
P la t e s  5 , 16; I I I ,  P la te s  7 , 10 , 12; IV, P la te s  6 , 11, I 3 . 
Jew ish  Community Book, op , c i t , . p , 3.
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CHAPTER I I I
THE TERRAIN AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMUNITIES OF PITTSBURGH
A fte r  th e  p a ssa g e  o f th e  im m igration  a c t s  o f  th e  
m id -1 9 2 0 's , Jew ish  m ig ra tio n  t o  th e  U n ited  S t a te s  p r a c t ic ­
a l l y  c e a se d . No s ig n i f i c a n t  fo r e ig n  elem en t was t o  be 
added t o  th e  Jew ish  p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a te s  t h e r e ­
a f t e r —a J ew ish  p o p u la tio n  th a t  c o n s is t e d  p r im a r ily  o f  
e a s te r n  European Jews l i v i n g  in  th e  g h e t to  a r e a s  o f in d u s­
t r i a l i z e d  c i t i e s  o f  th e  N o r th e a st . The Jews o f  P it tsb u r g h  
c e r t a in ly  f i t t e d  w ith in  t h i s  c o n f ig u r a t io n .  They were 
e a s te r n  European Jew s, overw helm ingly s o ,  and th e  g r e a t  
bulk o f  them s t i l l  l iv e d  in  th e c o n f in e s  o f  th e  H i l l  in  
th e  m id -1 9 2 0 's . However, th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a s tr o n g  move­
ment o f  Jews from th e  H i l l  had d ev e lo p ed  by th a t  t im e .
The f i r s t  s t i r r i n g s  o f Jew ish  movement from th e  H i l l  had 
begun b e fo r e  th e  c lo s e  o f th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y , ga in ed  in  
s tr e n g th  a s  in c r e a s in g  numbers o f  Jews a cq u ired  th e  f in a n ­
c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  r e so u r c e s  to  e sca p e  th e  w retch ed n ess o f  
the H i l l ,  and by th e  m id -1 9 2 0 's  had a t ta in e d  th e  p ro p o rtio n  
of f u l l  f l i g h t .  The e x te n t  and s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f t h i s  move­
ment can be see n  by th e  r e s u lta n t  changes in  th e  s e t t le m e n t  
p a tte r n  o f  P it t s b u r g h ’ s Jew s. However, b e fo r e  th e se  d i s ­
t r ib u t io n a l  changes can be d e l in e a te d  and u n d ersto o d , i t  
i s  n e c e ssa r y  t o  c o n s id er  the environm ent in  which th ey
49
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to o k  p l a c e ~ t h e  s e t t i n g  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  of 
t h e  m id - 1920 ' s .
The P i t t s b u r g h  o f  t h e  m id -1 9 2 0 ’ s  s to o d  a s  a n  in d u s ­
t r i a l  g i a n t .  D uring  th e  y e a r  1924 f o r  exam ple , t h e  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  d i s t r i c t  p ro d u c e d  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t s  v a lu e d  a t  
a lm o s t  two b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t ­
m ent t o t a l e d  more t h a n  one b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  and th e  wages 
a n d  s a l a r i e s  p a id  t o  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  w orkers  am ounted  t o  
a lm o s t  400 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s . 1 P i t t s b u r g h  c la im e d  w o r ld  
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  th e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  i r o n  a n d  s t e e l .  I t  p r o ­
d u ced  n e a r l y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  o u tp u t  o f  f i n i s h e d  
a n d  r o l l e d  s t e e l .  H ere w ere  l o c a t e d  t h e  w o r ld ’ s  l a r g e s t  
tu b e  a n d  p ip e  m i l l ,  s t r u c t u r a l  s t e e l  m a n u fa c tu r in g  p l a n t ,  
r a i l  m i l l ,  w ire  m a n u f a c tu r in g  p l a n t ,  b r id g e  a n d  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  s t e e l  p l a n t .  I t  l e d  i n  t h e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  
m a c h in e ry ,  s t e e l  c a r s ,  f i r e  b r i c k ,  g l a s s ,  t i n  p l a t e ,  
vanadium, an d  w h i te  l e a d .  I t  p o s s e s s e d  th e  w o r ld ’ s  l a r g e s t  
a lum inum  f i n i s h i n g  w o rk s ,  a i r  b ra k e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  p l a n t ,  
g l a s s  m a n u fa c tu r in g  p l a n t ,  and  c o rk  m a n u fa c tu r in g  p l a n t ,2  
A l th o u g h  i t s  3 f 4 l5  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  259 in d u s ­
t r i e s ,  i t s  m e t a l  a n d  m e t a l  i n d u s t r i e s  employed a b o u t
^Glenn E v e r e t t  M cLaughlin , Growth o f  A m erican  Manu­
f a c t u r i n g  A re a s  ; A C o m p ara t iv e  A n a ly s i s  w i th  S p e c i a l  Em phasis 
on T re n d s  i n  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  D i s t r i c t , B u reau  o f  B u s in e s s  
R e s e a r c h  Monograph, No, 7 ( P i t t s b u r g h ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  1 9 2 ? ) ,  p p ,  4 5 - 4 6 ,
2John  Thom H o ld s w o r th ,  R e p o r t  on t h e  Economic S urvey  
o f  P i t t s b u r g h . I to y o r’ s  Commission f o r  t h e  Economic S u rv ey  o f  
P i t t s b u r g h  ( P i t t s b u r g h ;  C i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  p p ,  132 - 
1 6 9 , p a s s im .
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t w o - t h i r d s  o f  th e  m a n u fa c tu r in g  wage e a r n e r s  and  o c c u p ie d  
ev en  a  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  th e  l a n d  a r e a  d e v o te d  t o  manu­
f a c t u r i n g ,  3
W ith in  100 m i le s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  228 m i l l i o n  to n s  of 
c o a l  were mined i n  192^, 40 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c o a l  
p r o d u c t io n .  O n e - th i rd  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  b y -p ro d u c t  coke and 
s i x - s e v e n t h s  o f  i t s  b e e h iv e  c o a l  were produced  i n  t h e  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  a r e a  d u r in g  t h e  same y e a r . ^  T h is  p ro x im i ty  o f  c o a l  
t o  P i t t s b u r g h ,  co u p led  w i th  abu n d an ce-an d  q u a l i t y ,  was one 
o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a s s e t s  t o  l o c a l  m a n u f a c tu re r s ,  a n  a d v a n ta g e  
n o t  p o s s e s s e d  by any o t h e r  l a r g e  c i t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  f u e l  su p p ly ,  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  p r o f i t e d  from  a n  a d v a n ta g e o u s  l o c a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  I t  was l o c a t e d  w i th in  t h e  most 
d e n s e ly  p o p u la te d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w here p u r ­
c h a s in g  power a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by p e r  c a p i t a  s a v in g s  and 
w e a l th  was t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  W ith in  500 m i le s  o f  
P i t t s b u r g h  l i v e d  s l i g h t l y  more th a n  h a l f  o f  th e  p o p u la t i o n  
of th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  and  a lm o s t  h a l f  o f  th e  p o p u l a t i o n  of 
C anada, The p ro x im i ty  o f  more t h a n  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  
n a t i o n ' s  p o p u la t io n  would o n ly  be r e l e v a n t  i f  t h a t  p o p u la ­
t i o n  were r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e ,  and  P i t t s b u r g h  d id  p o s s e s s
3 p i t t s b u r g h  I n d u s t r i a l  Development Commission, 
P i t t s b u r g h  Commodity In d e x  and  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  M anufac­
t u r i n g  E s ta b l i s h m e n ts  i n  A l le g h e n y  County ( P i t t s b u r g h ;  
C i ty  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  1925)» PP. 23, 28,
^M cLaughlin , 0£ ,  c i t , . pp , 5 7 -5 8 ,
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t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  r e a c h  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n .  
T w e n ty - f iv e  r a i l r o a d s  s e rv e d  P i t t s b u r g h ,  o f  which n in e  were 
t r u n k  l i n e s  an d  e i g h t  were c l a s s - o n e  c a r r i e r s .  Two and a  
h a l f  m i l l i o n  c a r s  were lo a d e d  in  th e  P i t t s b u r g h  d i s t r i c t  
i n  1924 , The r a i l  to n n a g e  amounted t o  more th a n  I 60 m i l ­
l i o n  to n s  o r  30 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  r a i l  to n n a g e ,  
P i t t s b u r g h ' s  r i v e r s  w ere e q u a l ly  a c t i v e ,  c a r r y i n g  more th a n  
t h i r t y - s i x  m i l l i o n  t o n s  i n  1924,5
As a  r e s u l t  o f  i t s  s t r o n g  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  became a n  im p o r ta n t  f i n a n c i a l  c e n t e r .  In  1924 i t  
ran k ed  f o u r t h  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  a s  t o  c a p i t a l ,  s u r p l u s ,  
and u n d iv id e d  p r o f i t s  o f  i t s  b an k in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  f i r s t  a s  
t o  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  and s u r p lu s  t o  g r o s s  d e s p o s i t s ,  
an d  f i f t h  i n  d e p o s i t s .  I t s  bank c l e a r i n g s  t o t a l e d  more 
th a n  e i g h t  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  1924 ,^  I n  c o n s id e r in g  
P i t t s b u r g h ' s  b a n k in g  p o s i t i o n ,  i t  m ust be remembered t h a t  
th e  P i t t s b u r g h  d i s t r i c t  was a  m a n u fa c tu r in g  and  p ro d u c in g  
c e n t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  exchange c e n t e r  a s  were many o t h e r  
a r e a s .  I n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  b an k in g  t r a n s a c t i o n s  l a r g e l y  r e p r e ­
s e n te d  paym ents  f o r  w ages, goods, and  m a t e r i a l s  made o r  
used  l o c a l l y ,  w h i le  i n  many o t h e r  c i t i e s ,  b a n k in g  t r a n s ­
a c t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  th e  movement o f  goods and  m a t e r i a l s  
th ro u g h  t h e i r  a r e a s .
5 s u re a u  o f  B u s in e s s  R e se a rc h ,  B ureau  o f  B u s in e s s  
R esea rch  S t a t i s t i c a l  Handbook, No, 2 ( P i t t s b u r g h ;  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  1 9 2 5 ) ,  p .  20,
^John  W ill iam  Dawson, R esea rch  B u l l e t i n  No, 6 
( P i t t s b u r g h :  M ello n  N a t io n a l  Bank a n d  T r u s t  Company, 1924), 
p .  3 .
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The grow th  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  m a n u f a c tu r in g ,  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  i t s  m e ta l  and m e t a l  p ro d u c t  i n d u s t r i e s ,  had d ev e lo p ed  
p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
o f  t h e  M onongahela and  A l le g h e n y  an d  Ohio R i v e r s .  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  had s e rv e d  a s  a  p o r t  o f  e m b a rk a t io n  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  
o f  t h e  Ohio V a l l e y ,  a n d  f o r  a  lo n g  t im e  s u p p l i e d  m anufac­
t u r e d  g o o d s , e s p e c i a l l y  m ach in e ry  and  u t e n s i l s  f o r  w e s te rn  
s e t t l e r s .  I n  m e e t in g  t h e  demand o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  f o r  
f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s ,  P i t t s b u r g h  became im p o r ta n t  a s  a  r o l l i n g  
m i l l  and c a s t i n g  c e n t e r ,  u t i l i z i n g  p ig  i r o n  from c e n t r a l  
P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  Two d e v e lo p m e n ts  th e n  o c c u r re d  i n  t h e  immed­
i a t e  p o s t - C i v i l  War p e r i o d  which a l lo w e d  P i t t s b u r g h  t o  
s e c u r e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  i r o n  and s t e e l  i n d u s t r y .  One was 
t h e  s h i f t  from a n t h r a c i t e  t o  C o n n e l s v i l l e  coke a s  a  b l a s t  
f u r n a c e  f u e l ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  was th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  r i c h  
i r o n  o r e s  from t h e  Lake S u p e r io r  r e g i o n .  The u se  o f  Lake 
S u p e r io r  o re s  and C o n n e l s v i l l e  coke p e r m i t t e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  of new and  l a r g e r  b l a s t  f u r n a c e s ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  o f  a l l  
a r e a s ,  b e n e f i t e d  m ost from  t h i s  d e v e lo p m e n t ,7  The c i t y  l a y  
a b o u t  h a lfw ay  be tw een  t h e  e a s t e r n  s e a b o a rd  and  t h e  m idw est;  
i t  p o s s e s s e d  e x c e l l e n t  r a i l  c o n n e c t io n s  e a s t  and  r a i l  and  
w a te r  r o u t e s  t o  t h e  w e s t ;  i t  was a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  b e s t  cok­
in g  c o a l  i n  th e  w o r ld ;  i t  co u ld  o b t a i n  Lake S u p e r io r  i r o n
^Louis  C, H u n te r ,  " In f lu e n c e  o f  t h e  M arket upon 
T e ch n iq u e  i n  t h e  I r o n  I n d u s t r y  i n  W este rn  P e n n s y lv a n ia  up 
t o  1870 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  Economic and  B u s in e s s  H i s t o r y . I
( I 929 ) ,  2 4 7 -246 .
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ore r e a d i ly ;  i t  had a lo n g -e s t a b l is h e d  r o l l i n g  m i l l  in d u s­
t r y ;  and l a s t l y ,  P it tsb u r g h  was a lr e a d y  org a n ized  t o  market 
ir o n  p r o d u c ts . W ith a l l  o f  th e s e  ad van tages i t  was n ot 
s u r p r is in g  th a t  P it tsb u r g h  became th e  g r e a t  c e n te r  o f  th e  
ir o n  in d u s tr y , and a f t e r  th e  in tr o d u c t io n  o f  a  p r a c t ic a l  
s te e l-m a k in g  p r o c e s s ,  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  s t e e l  in d u s tr y  a s  
w e l l .
Thus, th e  P it tsb u r g h  o f  1924 was an in d u s t r ia l  
g ia n t  o f  enormous w e a lth  and pow er. I t s  v ery  name was 
synonymous w ith  ir o n  and s t e e l ,  and i t s  mere m ention  con­
jured  an image o f  s t e e l  m i l l s  and huge s ta c k s  d im ly  seen  
through a p a l l  o f  b la ck  and v e r m il l io n  smoke, o f  th e  smoke 
b len d in g  w ith  th e  m ist  o f  th e  r iv e r  v a l l e y s  and to u c h in g  
th e  mean and d reary  s t r e e t s  a lo n g  th e  r iv e r  banks, o f  th e  
n ig h t  sky fla m in g  when th e  Bessem er fu rn a ces  burned out th e  
carbon from th e  m olten  p ig  ir o n .
A lthough  P it t s b u r g h 's  in d u s t r ia l  q u a l i t y  was i t s  
most ob v iou s and s t r ik in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  a lm ost e q u a lly  
im p r e ss iv e  was i t s  topography and th e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h i s  
topography a s  r e v e a le d  by th e  s e t t le m e n t  p a tte r n s  o f th e  
c i t y .  An exam in ation  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  topography i s ,  th e n ,  
e s s e n t ia l  f o r  an u n d erstan d in g  o f  th e  c i t y ,  in  th e  v ie w  and 
image o f  i t  by i t s  p e o p le , by th e  c i t y ' s  Jews who had 
plunged in to  th e  H i l l  and were now in  th e  1 9 2 0 's lo o k in g  
beyond. (F ig u re  1)
The P ittsb u r g h  a rea  c o n s is t s  o f a p o r t io n  o f  th e  
A lleg h en y  P la te a u  o f w estern  P e n n sy lv a n ia , d e e p ly  e tch ed  by
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i t s  t h r e e  m a jo r  s t r e a m s — t h e  O hio , A l le g h e n y ,  and Monon­
g a h e la  R i v e r s —an d  a n  i n t r i c a t e  system  of m inor t r i b u t a r i e s .  
The s u r f a c e  i s  b ro k e n  i n t o  a  maze o f  i r r e g u l a r  h i l l s  and 
s h a rp  v a l l e y s .  The e l e v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h i l l t o p s  ra n g e  from 
1 ,2 0 0  t o  1,300  f e e t  ab ove  se a  l e v e l ,  o r  a b o u t  500 t o  6OO 
f e e t  above t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  t h r e e  m a jo r  r i v e r s .  The u n i ­
form  e l e v a t i o n s  have  lo n g  b een  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  rem n an ts  o f  a  
p e n e p la n e ,  t h e  A l le g h e n y  p e n e p la n e ,  d e v e lo p e d  by e x t e n s iv e  
e r o s i o n  t o  a  low a l t i t u d e  a n d  l a t e r  e l e v a t e d  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  
o r  ev en  h i g h e r  l e v e l .  I r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  th e  p e n e p la n e  s u r ­
f a c e  i n  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  d i s t r i c t  i n c l u d e  s m a l l  knobs which 
r i s e  t o  h e i g h t s  o f  1,300  an d  1 ,4 0 0  f e e t ,®
A long  t h e  s p u r s  above t h e  m ain  r i v e r s  and i n  th e  
d i v i d e s  b e tw e e n  t r i b u t a r y  s t r e a m s ,  t h e r e  a r e  many a r e a s  
t h a t  have  b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  1 ,1 0 0  f e e t .  T hese  l e v e l s ,  th e  
W o r th in g to n  p e n e p la n e ,  have b e e n  a s c r i b e d  t o  a  second  
e r o s i o n  c y c l e  o f  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n  a n d  f o l lo w in g  a b o u t  150 
f e e t  u p l i f t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  e r o s i o n  p l a n e , 9
The w hole u p la n d  o f  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  a r e a ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
c o n s i s t s  o f  h i l l s  r a n g in g  from  1,100  t o  1 ,400  f e e t  above 
sea  l e v e l .  The l a r g e  u p la n d  o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  i n  t h e
®Henry L e ig h to n ,  Guidebook t o  t h e  Geology About 
P i t t s b u r g h . P e n n s y lv a n ia  G e o lo g ic a l  S u rv ey ,  F o u r th  S e r i e s ,  
B u l l e t i n  G 1? ( H a r r i s b u r g ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia  : Commonwealth o f 
P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  1 9 ^ 7 ) .  p .  3 .
^ M e re d i th  E, Jo h n so n ,  P i t t s b u r g h  Q uadrang le  : Geology 
an d  M in e ra l  R e s o u r c e s , P e n n s y lv a n ia  G e o lo g ic a l  S u rv ey ,  
F o u r th  S e r i e s ,  T o p o g ra p h ic a l  and  G e o lo g ic  A t l a s  2? ( H a r r i s ­
b u rg ;  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  1 9 ^ 7 ) ,  p ,  179*
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e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  of P i t t s b u r g h  i s  a  good example o f  t h i s  
s u r f a c e .
The P i t t s b u r g h  a r e a  i s  t r a v e r s e d  by th e  A lle g h e n y  
R iv e r ,  r e a c h in g  P i t t s b u r g h  from th e  n o r t h e a s t  ; t h e  Monon­
g a h e la  R iv e r  and  i t s  l a r g e  t r i b u t a r y ,  th e  Toughiogheny 
R iv e r ,  f lo w in g  from th e  s o u t h e a s t ,  and th e  Ohio R iv e r  f lo w ­
in g  n o r th w e s t  from t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A lle g h e n y  and 
Monongahela a t  th e  P o in t  i n  downtown P i t t s b u r g h ,  G e n e r a l ly ,  
t h e  r i v e r s  f o l lo w  c o u r s e s  c a rv e d  i n  th e  A lle g h e n y  p en ep lan e  
d u r in g  T e r t i a r y  t im e .  W ith  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  p e n e p la n e ,  
t h e  b ro a d  m eandering  c o u r s e s  o f  th e  r i v e r s  were p r e s e r v e d  
a s  th e y  c u t  deep  v a l l e y s  th ro u g h  t h e  p l a t e a u s .  The f i r s t  
s t a g e  p roduced  v a l l e y s  r e a c h in g  350 t o  400 f e e t  below  th e  
p e n e p la n e  l e v e l .  T h is  e r o s i o n a l  s ta g e  i s  known a s  th e  
P a r k e r  S t r a t h ,  Such v a l l e y s  p e r s i s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  advance  
o f  t h e  e a r l y  g l a c i e r s  o v e r  n o r th e r n  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  The ic e  
s h e e t  d id  n o t  r e a c h  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  a r e a ,  b u t  t h e  w a te r s  
from  i t s  m e l t in g  f r o n t ,  l a d e n  w i th  sands  and g r a v e l s  and 
c l a y s ,  sw ept down th e  a n c e s t r a l  A lleg h en y  and  Ohio R iv e r s ,  
l o a d in g  th e  wide v a l l e y s  w i th  a  v e ry  t h i c k  b l a n k e t  o f  such 
m a t e r i a l .  With t h e  r e t r e a t  o f  th e  I l l i n o i a n  g l a c i e r  and 
b e f o r e  th e  advance o f  th e  W isco n sin  s h e e t ,  i n c r e a s e d  volume 
and p o s s i b l e  u p l i f t  a c t i v a t e d  th e  m ain s t r e a m s ,  and th e y  
e ro d ed  t h e i r  c h a n n e ls  some 250 f e e t  below th e  l e v e l  o f  th e  
g r a v e l - c o v e r e d  P a r k e r  S t r a t h , D o w n  th e  Ohio R iv e r  from
lO w esley Eugene Shaw, "High T erraces and Abandoned 
V a lle y s  in  W estern P en n sy lv a n ia ,"  Journal o f  G eology, XIX 
( 1 9 1 1 ) ,  151.
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th e  co n flu en ce  o f th e  A lleg h en y  and Monongahela R iv e r s , the  
I l l i n o i a n  te r r a c e  i s  wide on th e  n orth  s id e ,  a s  a lo n g  
B righ ton  Road, the O liv e r  High School area  and p a r ts  of  
U niondale Cem etery, The a d ja cen t suburb o f  B e lle v u e  i s  
c h ie f ly  b u i l t  upon i t ,  a s  a re  th e  h igh er  p o r t io n s  o f many 
o f  th e  towns a lon g  th e  r iv e r  on down to  Beaver and 
R o ch ester , Up th e  A lleg h en y  R iv er , tr a c e s  o f  th e  I l l in o ia n  
t e r r a c e  e x i s t  on Troy H i l l  on th e  North S id e , and la r g e  
f l a t  t e r r a c e s  behind M il lv a le ,  A sp in w a ll, Blawnox, Verona, 
and Oakmont, A scend ing th e  Monongahela R iv e r , s im ila r  
te r r a c e s  a r e  seen  covered  w ith  Carm ichaels sa n d s, c la y s ,  
and g r a v e ls  a t  numerous r iv e r  s e tt le m e n ts  such a s  Kennywood 
and C la ir to n ,
In c u t t in g  ch a n n els  below  th e  Parker S tr a th  and 
I l l i n o i a n  l e v e l ,  th e  stream s not on ly  l e f t  th e s e  te r r a c e s  
but in  some in s ta n c e s  to o k  new c o u r se s , le a v in g  g r ea t  
abandoned channels h ig h  above stream  l e v e l .  These ch an n els, 
c la y  and g ra v e l co v ered , occur a t  about the 900 fo o t  l e v e l  
and no lo n g er  are  occu p ied  by a major s t r e a m , O n e  o f the  
f i n e s t  o f  th e se  abandoned lo o p s , r e p r e se n tin g  an  o ld  channel 
o f th e  Monongahela R iv e r , occu rs in  th e  e a s te r n  s e c t io n  of 
P it tsb u r g h , A m ile -w id e  f l a t  v a l le y  ex ten d s from S w issv a le
^^Leighton, o £ , c i t , , p ,  4 ,
^^Frank L e v e r e tt ,  G la c ia l  Form ation and Drainage 
F e a tu re s  o f  the E r ie  and Ohio B a s in s , U nited  S ta te s  
G e o lo g ic a l Survey, Monograph 41 (W ashington, D ,C ,; Govern­
ment P r in t in g  O ff ic e ,  1 9 0 2 ) ,  pp, 432-433 .
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th ro u g h  Edgewood, W ilk ln sb u rg ,  Homewood, E a s t  L i b e r t y ,  
S h a d y s id e ,  and  i n t o  O akland, S ou th  o f t h i s  v a l l e y  and  
s e p a r a t i n g  i t  from th e  new er, d e e p e r  Monongahela R iv e r  l i e s  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ;  n o r th  o f  i t  l i e s  t h e  H i l l ,  G a r f i e l d ,  S ta n to n  
H e ig h ts ,  H ig h la n d  P a rk ,  an d  th e  h i l l s  n o r t h  o f  Homewood and 
e a s t  o f  W ilk in sb u rg  and Edgewood. Throughout t h i s  v a l l e y ,  
one can n o t  f a i l  t o  n o te  t h e  ex trem e f l a t n e s s  o f  i t s  s u r ­
f a c e s  an d  th e  l a c k  of an y  m a jo r  s t r e a m .
With t h e  advance  o f  th e  W isconsin  g l a c i e r ,  ren ew a l 
o f d e p o s i t i o n  to o k  p l a c e ,  and  th e  deep  c h a n n e ls  o f  th e  m ain  
s t r e a m s  became choked w i th  g r a v e l s  a n d  sands  t o  a  d e p th  o f 
130 f e e t ,  b r in g i n g  th e  s u r f a c e  o f  such  g r a v e l s  80 f e e t  
above p r e s e n t  s tr e a m  l e v e l s .  S in c e  th e n ,  th e  s tre a m s  have 
r e - e x c a v a t e d  a n  80 f o o t  c h a n n e l  th ro u g h  t h i s  W isconsin  
m a t e r i a l  a n d  rem n an ts  o f  t h e  W isc o n s in  p l a i n  a r e  s e e n  a s  
low, f l a t  t e r r a c e s  a lo n g  th e  s t re a m s  l i k e  f lo o d  p l a i n s  b u t  
somewhat h i g h e r , 12 R a i l r o a d s ,  h ighw ays , an d  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
p o r t i o n s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  and o t h e r  n e a rb y  r i v e r  c i t i e s  a r e  
b u i l t  on t h e s e  t e r r a c e s .  The r i v e r s  a r e  n o t  f lo w in g  on 
ro c k  b o t to m ,  t h e  ro c k  bo ttom  b e in g  p e rh a p s  50 f e e t  below  
th e  m odern r i v e r  bed o r  I 30 f e e t  be lo w  th e  W isconsin  t e r ­
r a c e .  The s i t u a t i o n  p r o v id e s  good s o u rc e s  o f  sand and 
g r a v e l ,  dug on t h e  t e r r a c e  o r  d red g ed  from t h e  r i v e r ,  and 
o f f e r s  a n  e x c e lX e n t~ so u rc e ^ o f^ w a t’e r  from  w e l l s  sunk i n  th e  
deep  W isc o n s in  g r a v e l s .  On th e  o t h e r  h and , i t  makes
IZ jo h n so n ,  o£. c i t . , p .  I 9 4 .
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d i f f i c u l t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s  an d  b r id g e  
a b u tm e n ts  w i th  r o c k  so  f a r  b e lo w  r i v e r  l e v e l .  B u i l d i n g s  
o f  an y  h e i g h t s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  m ust e i t h e r  f l o a t  on t h e  
g r a v e l s  o r  be a n c h o re d  t o  b e d ro c k  by d eep  co lu m n s .  The 
p r e s e n t  r i v e r s  a r e  w id e ,  s h a l lo w ,  s low -m oving s t r e a m s .
They m eander an d  h av e  c u t  away a l l  s ig n s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  t e r -  
r a c s s  a lo n g  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  b en d s  an d  have c u t  l a t e r a l l y  
i n t o  th e  b e d ro c k ,  fo rm in g  v e r y  s t e e p  c l i f f - l i k e  w a l l s ,  a s  
a lo n g  A lle g h e n y  R iv e r  B o u le v a rd  j u s t  e a s t  o f  H ig h la n d  P a rk  
on th e  s o u th  bank o f  t h e  A l le g h e n y  R iv e r -  A t o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  
t h e  f lo o d  p l a i n s  and  W isc o n s in  t e r r a c e s  a r e  f a i r l y  w ide , 
such  a s  t h e  M a n c h e s te r  d i s t r i c t  on th e  N o r th  S id e  a lo n g  
th e  n o r th  bank  o f  t h e  Ohio R iv e r .  I n  t h e  r i v e r s  a r e  num er­
ous e lo n g a te d  i s l a n d s ,  rem n an ts  o f  th e  W isc o n s in  l e v e l  o r  
low er f l o o d - p l a i n  i s l a n d s .  The l a r g e r ,  more pe rm an en t 
i s l a n d s ,  su ch  a s  H e r r ' s  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  A l le g h e n y  R iv e r ,  and 
B runo t a n d  N e v i l l e  I s l a n d s  i n  t h e  Ohio R iv e r ,  a r e  im p o r ta n t  
i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s .  The Ohio, t h e  A lle g h e n y  an d  th e  Monon­
g a h e la  R iv e r s  would n o rm a lly  be to o  s h a l lo w  f o r  n a v i g a t i o n ,  
b u t  by means o f  l o c k s  a n d  dams, th e y  a r e  now n a v ig a b le  
th ro u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a .  A t P i t t s b u r g h  th e  r i v e r s  a r e  a p p r o x ­
im a te ly  700 f e e t  above  sea  l e v e l .
I n  sum m ation , t h e  r e l i e f  f e a t u r e s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  
r e p r e s e n t ;  (1) re m n a n ts  o f  t h e  A lle g h e n y  p e n e p la n e  a p p r o x ­
im a te ly  1 ,2 0 0  t o  1 ,3 0 0  f e e t  above  se a  l e v e l ;  (2) re m n a n ts  
o f  t h e  W o r th in g to n  p e n e p la n e  a b o u t  1 ,100  f e e t  above  s e a  
l e v e l ;  (3) t e r r a c e s  an d  abandoned  c h a n n e ls  o f  e a r l i e r
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r i v e r s ,  t h e  P a r k e r  S t r a t h ,  a t  a p p r o x im a te ly  900 f e e t  above 
s e a  l e v e l ;  (4) r e m n a n ts  o f  c u t  and  b u i l t  g r a v e l - c o v e r e d  
t e r r a c e s  a b o u t  750 f e e t  ab o v e  s e a  l e v e l ;  and (5) p r e s e n t  
r i v e r s ,  w i th  t h e i r  f l o o d  p l a i n s ,  f lo w in g  o v e r  g r a v e l - c h o k e d  
m e a n d e r in g  c t e n n e l s  w i t h  low  a d j u s t e d  g r a d i e n t s  a t  a b o u t  
700 f e e t  above  s e a  l e v e l .
The same v ie w  from  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  h i l l t o p s  o r  h ig h e r  
b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  r e v e a l s  t h e  b a s i c  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  o f  P i t t s ­
b u r g h ' s  s u r f a c e  j u s t  a s  r e a d i l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  
o f  t h a t  s u r f a c e  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  la n d sc a p e  o f  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  
a r e a .  The v iew  i n  1924 w ould  have d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  u rb a n  
d e v e lo p m e n t o c c u p ie d  t h e  l i m i t e d  a r e a s  o f  f l a t  t e r r a c e  la n d  
n e a r  th e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  M onongahela and  A l le g h e n y  R i v e r s ,  
e x te n d e d  f a r  up t h e  M onongahela  and  A lle g h e n y  v a l l e y s  and  
down th e  O hio, and  had  c l im b e d  t o  t h e  u p la n d  by way o f  
s m a l l  t r i b u t a r y  s t r e a m s .  A t P i t t s b u r g h ,  s e t t l e m e n t  had 
lo n g  s in c e  p r o g r e s s e d  from  i t s  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  t o  much o f  i t s  
h i l l y  u p la n d .  The s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  e x h i b i t e d  a  s p ra w le d -  
o u t  shape  w i th  p ro n g s  o f  more s o l i d  u rb an  d ev e lo p m en t c o r ­
r e s p o n d in g  t o  th e  v a l l e y s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  r i v e r s ,  a n d  th e  
s c a l l o p e d  edges  o f  t h e s e  p ro n g s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  u r b a n  e x t e n ­
s i o n  i n t o  sm a ll  t r i b u t a r y  -v a l le y s  ; numerous u n o c c u p ie d  
s t r e t c h e s  d e n o t in g  s t e e p  s l o p e s ;  a  h o r s e s h o e - s h a p e d  s t r i p  
o f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e n se  u p la n d  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r k e r  
S t r a t h ,  t h e  abandoned  c h a n n e l  o f  t h e  M onongahela R i v e r ,  
c o n t a i n i n g  th e  m ain  e a s t - w e s t  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  th ro u g h  P i t t s ­
b u rg h ;  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f downtown P i t t s b u r g h  t e n d in g  t o
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p a r a l l e l  t h e  a d j a c e n t  r i v e r  c o u r s e s  r a t h e r  th a n  conform ing  
t o  a  t y p i c a l  g r i d  p l a n ;  t h e  co n f in e m e n t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  
and  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  t o  th e  n a rro w  r i v e r  lo w la n d s  and th e  
r a v i n e s  o f  t h e  u p la n d s  ; t h e  numerous b r i d g e s  sp a n n in g  th e  
t h r e e  m ain  r i v e r s  an d  th e  m inor v a l l e y s  o f  th e  t r i b u t a r y  
s t r e a m s .  T h is  c u l t u r a l  la n d sc a p e  c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  th e  
e le m e n ts  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s to p o g ra p h y .
The same v iew  i n  1924 would have r e v e a le d  s t r i k i n g  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  la n d  u t i l i z a t i o n .  The v a l l e y  f l o o r s  con­
t a i n e d  most o f  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  m a n u fa c tu r in g  and  commerce.
The g i a n t  s t e e l  m i l l s  were s t r u n g  o u t  a lo n g  th e  main 
r i v e r s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  T h is  l o c a t i o n  was demanded by th e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  a n  abundance  of w a te r  f o r  c o o l in g ,  gas  
w ash in g , an d  th e  r a i s i n g  o f  s team , a n d  by t h e  i n e x p e n s iv e ­
n e s s  o f  w a te r  c a r r i a g e  which m a n i f e s te d  i t s e l f  c h i e f l y  i n  
low c o a l  c o s t s  and  i n  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  w a te r  t r a n s p o r t a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s .  Most o f  t h e  m i l l s  were 
l o c a t e d  a lo n g  t h e  M onongahela R iv e r  on which much of th e  
w a te r -b o r n e  c o a l  o f  w e s te rn  P e n n s y lv a n ia  o r i g i n a t e d .
A n o th e r  f a c t o r  i n  r i v e r  f r o n t  s e l e c t i o n  was th e  a c c e s s ­
i b i l i t y  t o  r a i l r o a d s  which p e r f o r c e  fo l lo w e d  t h e  narrow  
v a l l e y  f l o o r s .  B a la n c e d  a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f th e  
v a l l e y  f l o o r  s i t e s  were th e  two s e r i o u s  d i s a d v a n ta g e s —th e  
l i m i t e d  sp a c e  o f f e r e d  by t h e  n a rro w  lo w la n d  a n d  th e  t h r e a t  
o f f l o o d s .  The e lo n g a t i o n  o f  most o f  t h e  m i l l s  and p l a n t s  
a lo n g  th e  r i v e r s  r e f l e c t e d  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  t o  th e  narrow  
lo w la n d .  As f a r  a s  f lo o d in g  was c o n c e rn e d ,  th e  i n d u s t r i e s
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w ere w i l l i n g  to  f a c e  th e  t h r e a t  o f  f l o o d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  g a in  
th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  r i v e r f r o n t  l o c a t i o n .  The m ean d erin g  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  r i v e r s  a l s o  a f f e c t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
o f th o s e  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  t h a t  sough t r i v e r f r o n t  s i t e s .
At s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  lo w er  M onongahela, f o r  exam ple , 
a lo n g  a  p o r t i o n  of t h e  s o u th  bank a t  th e  S o u th  S id e  and th e  
n o r th  bank a t  O akland , t h e  o u t e r  edge o f  th e  r i v e r  meander 
im pinges  a g a i n s t  a  s t e e p  h i l l s i d e  n e g a t in g  th e  u s e  o f  t h e  
s id e  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e s .  C o n se q u e n t ly ,  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  
i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  were n e c e s s a r i l y  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  in n e r  
s id e  o f  m eanders ,  on th e  f l a t  f lo o d  p l a i n  s u r f a c e .
B oth  low land  an d  u p lan d  a r e a s  o f P i t t s b u r g h  c o n ­
t a i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  h o u s in g ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  h o u s in g  d i f f e r i n g  
g r e a t l y  be tw een  th e  two a r e a s .  Because th e  v a l l e y  f l o o r s  
h o ld  m ost o f  th e  c i t y ' s  m a n u fa c tu r in g  and  commerce, t h e  
r e s i d e n c e s  i n  th e s e  a r e a s  a r e  com p rised , i n  t h e  m ain , o f  
th e  p o o r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  The low ­
la n d s  b o r d e r in g  th e  M onongahela R iv e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  
S ou th  S id e ,  and th e  lo w la n d s  o f  t h e  A lle g h e n y  a n d  Ohio 
R iv e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  lo w e r  N o rth  S id e  and  M a n c h e s te r ,  had 
become by 1924 low g ra d e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  o f s m o k e - s ta in e d ,  
d i l a p i d a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  h o u s in g  a  l a r g e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  
c i t y ' s  m i l lw o rk e r s ,  f o r e i g n - b o r n ,  and N egroes ,
A lth o u g h  th e  u p la n d s  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  b e t t e r  r e s i ­
d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  numerous v a l l e y s ,  r a v i n e s ,  an d  
g u l l i e s  o f  th e  P i t t s b u r g h  la n d sc a p e  i n h i b i t e d  a  u n ifo rm  
developm ent o f  h o u s in g  q u a l i t y .  Tongues o f  p o o r  q u a l i t y
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h o u s in g  r e a c h e d  up th e  sm all  v a l l e y s  from  th e  lo w la n d s ,  
s h a r p ly  d i v i d i n g  u p la n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  and  g iv in g  t o  th e  
whole r e s i d e n t i a l  l a n d s c a p e  a  g r e a t  i r r e g u l a r i t y  and s p o t ­
t i n e s s  b o th  a s  t o  d e n s i t y  and  q u a l i t y .  Combined w i th  t h i s  
i r r e g u l a r i t y  o f  r e s i d e n c e  were t h e  numerous s t e e p ,  v a c a n t ,  
wooded a r e a s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .  S e t t l e m e n t s  on h i l l s  and  up ­
la n d s  w ere b o rd e re d  and  s e p a r a t e d  from  e a c h  o th e r  by t r e e -  
f i l l e d  r a v i n e s  and  wooded s lo p e s .  The la n d sc a p e  common t o  
many i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s — s c ra p e d  la n d  l i n e d  w i th  rows of 
u n ifo rm  h o u s e s —was n o t  t r u e  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .
The p a tc h  q u i l t  n a tu r e  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  
p a t t e r n  im p l ie d  a  t r u t h  co n f irm ed  by th e  f u n c t io n i n g  of t h e  
c i t y ' s  co m m u n itie s ;  t h e  to p o g ra p h y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  i s o l a t e d  
i t s  p e o p le .  Even th o u g h  h i l l s  were p i e r c e d  by t u n n e l s ,  
r i v e r s  b r id g e d ,  and  h i l l s i d e s  s l i c e d  by b o u le v a r d s ,  t h e  
h i l l s  an d  r i v e r s  c o n t in u e d  t o  a c t  a s  b a r r i e r s .  The c i t y  
was l i t t l e  more th a n  a  g ro u p in g  o f  many com m unities— sm a ll  
and l a r g e  and  n e a r l y  a lw ay s  q u i t e  s e p a r a t e .  As a  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  s o c i a l  w orker  a p t l y  commented i n  1924, "Gaul may have 
been  d iv i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s ,  b u t  P i t t s b u r g h  i s  d iv id e d  
i n t o  s e v e n t y - s e v e n . "13 The te rm  " d iv id e d "  r a t h e r  th a n  
"composed" was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p t ,  f o r  P i t t s b u r g h  was 
s c a r c e l y  a  c o m p o s i t io n ;  i t  was a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  a  m osaic  o f  
m u l t i - s i d e d ,  sh ap ed ,  and  hued p a r t s .  The s e t t l e m e n t  o f 
P i t t s b u r g h  had n o t  p r o g re s s e d  a s  a  s im p le  c o n c e n t r i c  g row th
13p i t t s b u r g h  P r e s s . December 16, 1924.
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from  a  s i n g l e  c e n t e r  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  a n  e x p a n s io n  and  r e a c h ­
in g  o u t  by a  number o f  i s o l a t e d  n u c l e i  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  a lo n g  
m a jo r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s .  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s p ro n o u n ced  a x i a l  
g row th  r e f l e c t e d  to p o g r a p h ic  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  A re a s  were 
s e t t l e d  a s  th e y  became a c c e s s i b l e .  On th e  r i v e r  t e r r a c e s ,  
on t h e  u p la n d  f l a t s ,  i n  t h e  h o l lo w s ,  and  on t h e  h i l l s  an d  
s lo p e s  com m unities  a r o s e ,  p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  o f t e n  c u l t u r a l l y  
a p a r t .  The S t r i p ,  E a s t  L i b e r t y ,  Mt. W ash in g to n , th e  B l u f f ,  
t h e  H i l l  a r e  names t h a t  co n n o te d  s p e c i f i c  a r e a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  
p h y s i c a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y ,  f o r  t h o s e  who l i v e d  t h e r e  and 
even  f o r  th o s e  who d i d  n o t .  I n  d e l i n e a t i n g  t h e  movement 
o f  Jews i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r in g  th e  m i g r a t i o n  from  
th e  H i l l  i n  th e  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y ,  i t  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a r e a s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  t h e  com­
m u n i t i e s  i n t o  w hich  Jew s w ere moving and  j u s t  a s  im p o r t a n t ­
l y ,  t h e  ones th e y  were n o t .  The c h an g in g  p a t t e r n  o f  J e w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e n ,  becomes more u n d e r s t a n d a b le  th ro u g h  a  
c l e a r e r  v iew  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  i n  which i t  o c c u r s .
The c o n v e rg in g  M onongahela and A l le g h e n y  R iv e r s  
form  two s id e s  o f  a  t r i a n g u l a r - s h a p e d  a r e a  whose t h i r d  
s i d e ,  l y i n g  a p p r o x im a te ly  a  m i le  e a s t  o f  t h e  P o i n t ,  c o i n ­
c i d e s  w i th  t h e  edge o f  a n  u p la n d  r i s i n g  t o  th e  e a s t .  T h is  
sm a l l  p a r c e l  o f  l a n d ,  m e a su r in g  l i t t l e  more th a n  t h r e e -  
q u a r t e r s  o f  a  m i le  a l o n g  each  o f  i t s  s i d e s ,  i s  th e  C e n t r a l  
B u s in e s s  D i s t r i c t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  known a s  t h e  G olden  
T r i a n g l e .  As i n  t h e  e a r l y  d ay s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  t h e  G olden 
T r i a n g l e  was t h e  com m erc ia l  h e a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  i n  1924, I n
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i t s  g r e a t  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s ,  w ere made t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  
r u l e d  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  
l i f e  o f  th e  c i t y .  H ere  were m ost o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s t a l l  and  
im p o s in g  b u i l d i n g s ,  b a n k s ,  h o t e l s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  t h e a t r e s ,  
d e p a r tm e n t  s t o r e s ,  s h o p s ,  m u n ic ip a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  t r a n s p o r t a ­
t i o n  t e r m i n a l s ,  a n d  w a re h o u se s .  And h e r e  was a l s o  t h e  co n ­
g e s t i o n  t h a t  even  i n  1924 was b e g in n in g  t o  t h r o t t l e  th e  
downtown. Not o n ly  w ere t h e  s t r e e t s  n a r ro w ,  a v e r a g in g  l e s s  
t h a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  f e e t  i n  w id th ,  b u t  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  t r e n d i n g  
s t r e e t s  r a n  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  M onongahela o r  A l le g h e n y  R iv e r  
so  t h a t  t h e s e  s t r e e t s  l i t e r a l l y  co n v e rg ed  a t  th e  P o i n t ,  To 
compound m a t t e r s ,  much o f  t h e  s t r e e t  and  r a i l  t r a f f i c  f o c u s ­
in g  on t h e  G olden  T r i a n g l e  was f o r c e d  t o  e n t e r  o r  l e a v e  th e  
downtown a r e a  by t h e  n in e  b r i d g e s  t h a t  l i n k e d  downtown 
P i t t s b u r g h  w i th  t h e  N o r th  S id e  and S o u th  S id e ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
a s  was t r u e  o f  t h e  lo w e r  p a r t  o f  M an h a ttan  I s l a n d ,  th e  
G olden  T r i a n g l e  was c o n s id e r e d  su ch  a n  a d v a n ta g e o u s  l o c a ­
t i o n  from  a  b u s i n e s s  s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  co m m erc ia l  f u n c t i o n s  
c o n t in u e d  t o  push  i n t o  a n  a l r e a d y  o v e r -c ro w d e d  and r e s t r i c t e d  
a r e a .  The enc ro ach m en t o f  com m ercia l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  h a d ,  
lo n g  b e f o r e  1924, v i r t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  
from  t h e  G olden  T r i a n g l e ,  By 1924, t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e  
G olden  T r i a n g l e  l i v e d  i n  t h e  rooms o f  i t s  f i n e  h o t e l s  o r  
i t s  ingy  o n e s ,  i n  d r a b  a p a r tm e n t s  above  t h e  sm a ll  r e t a i l  
b u s i n e s s e s  on o ld  Second o r  T h i r d  A venues ,  i n  t h e  row 
h o u s e s  o f  F o u r th  Avenue b e tw een  G ran t  and  Ross S t r e e t s ,  i n  
f l o p - h o u s e s  n e a r  t h e  P o i n t ,  i n  t h e  s m a l l  s c a t t e r i n g  o f
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h o u se s  i n  s i d e s t r e e t s  and  a l l e y s .  They were t h e  r i c h ,  th e  
p o o r ,  and t h e  f o r g o t t e n .  They l i v e d  i n  r e s i d e n c e s  b u t  n o t  
i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e ig h b o rh o o d s .  The G olden T r i a n g le  cou ld  
o f f e r  n o th in g  t o  a  l a r g e  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  s e e k in g  new homes. 
A d jo in in g  t h e  Golden T r i a n g l e  on t h e  e a s t  i s  t h e  
H i l l .  The H i l l  s t a n d s  o u t  a s  a n  i s l a n d .  R i s in g  q u ic k ly  and 
s t e a d i l y  e a s tw a rd  from  th e  G olden T r i a n g l e ,  p a r a l l e l i n g  th e  
A l le g h e n y  R iv e r  a t  a p p r o x im a te ly  o n e - t h i r d  o f a  m i le  back  
from  i t ,  t h e  tw o -m ile  lo n g  H i l l  r e a c h e s  i t s  maximum e l e v a ­
t i o n  o f  a b o u t  1 ,2 0 0  f e e t  i n  i t s  ex trem e e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n .
I t  i s  o u t l i n e d  on th e  e a s t  and s o u th  by th e  P a r k e r  S t r a t h ,  
some 300 f e e t  b e lo w  i t ,  a n d  on th e  n o r th  by t h e  t e r r a c e  of 
t h e  A lle g h e n y  R i v e r ,  some 500 f e e t  be low . The e a s t e r n  and 
s o u th e r n  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  H i l l  a r e  q u i t e  s t e e p  b u t  h a b i t a b l e ;  
t h e  n o r th e r n  b o u n d a ry ,  how ever, c o n s i s t s  o f ro c k y  c l i f f s  
o v e r lo o k in g  t h e  S t r i p - L a w r e n c e v i l l e  s e c t i o n  a lo n g  th e  
A l le g h e n y  R iv e r .  U n t i l  t h e  m id -1 8 0 0 's ,  t h e  H i l l  s e t t l e m e n t  
was c o n f in e d  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  w e s te rn  m arg in  a b u t t i n g  th e  
G olden  T r i a n g l e .  The re m a in in g  a r e a s  o f  th e  H i l l ,  w i th  one 
e x c e p t i o n ,  c o n ta in e d  fa rm s  and e s t a t e s .  The e x c e p t io n ,  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  H i l l ,  p r e s e n t - d a y  
H e rro n  H i l l ,  was t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  M i n e r s v i l l e  which came i n t o  
e x i s t e n c e  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  War of 1812. The name d e s c r i b e s  
t h e  c h ie f  i n d u s t r y  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  who worked th e  c o a l  
seam a t  th e  s i t e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  By 1840 wagoners were 
b u y in g  a lm o s t  two hu n d red  lo a d s  of c o a l  a t  th e  m ineheads 
d a i l y  i n  M i n e r s v i l l e  and  s e l l i n g  t h e  c o a l  t o  c i t y  f a c t o r i e s
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an d  h o u s e h o l d s , B y  I 87O, th e  c o a l  had b e e n  worked ou t 
a n d  m ost o f  M in e r s v i l l e * s  i n h a b i t a n t s  had moved on.
S e t t l e m e n t  c o n t in u e d  i n  t h e  H i l l  w i th  I r i s h  and 
German im m ig ran ts  f o l lo w in g  t h e  e a r l i e r  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  
B e g in n in g  a b o u t  I 88O, l a r g e  numbers o f  e a s t  European  Jews 
b e g a n  s t r e a m in g  i n t o  t h e  crowded w e s te rn  p o r t i o n  o f th e  
H i l l ,  The m i g r a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  g r e a t l y  th ro u g h  t h e  t u r n  of 
t h e  c e n tu r y  and  th e  f i r s t  two d e cad es  of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y .  The H i l l  became a  J e w ish  g h e t t o .  A l i e n  i n  c u l ­
t u r e  and  r e l a t i v e l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e , t h e  H i l l  grew a p a r t  from  
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t y .  The m ain  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n e s  t h a t  
had  r e a c h e d  ou t from th e  G olden  T r i a n g le  t o  th e  e a s t e r n  
s e c t i o n s  o f P i t t s b u r g h ,  O ak land , S h a d y s id e ,  and E a s t  
L i b e r t y  g e n e r a l l y  b y -p a s s e d  t h e  s lo p e s  o f th e  H i l l  f o r  th e  
l e v e l n e s s  o f  th e  P a rk e r  S t r a t h  s o u th  o f  t h e  H i l l  and  th e  
A l le g h e n y  R iv e r  t e r r a c e  on t h e  n o r t h .  P e o p le ,  communica­
t i o n ,  and p r o g r e s s  f low ed  a ro u n d  th e  H i l l ,  l e a v in g  th e  H i l l  
r e l a t i v e l y  u n to u c h e d .  In  1924 th e  H i l l  n o t  o n ly  was 
crowded and  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n ,  b u t  i t  was a n  i s o l a t e  i n  th e  
l i f e  o f  t h e  c i t y  a s  w e l l .
To th e  s o u th e a s t  o f  t h e  H i l l ,  w i t h i n  th e  f l a t  sw ath  
o f  t h e  P a r k e r  S t r a t h ,  l i e s  th e  a r e a  known a s  O akland,
U n t i l  I 8 6 0 , Oakland had been  th e  p a s t o r a l  home o f  a  sm a ll  
g ro u p  o f  w e a l th y  f a m i l i e s .  More th a n  t h r e e  m i le s  d i s t a n t
l^H a r r i s * I n t e l l i g e n c e r , Commercial R e p o r t e r , and 
G e n e ra l  A d v e r t i s e r  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) , J a n u a ry  5» 1842,
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from  th e  G olden  T r i a n g l e  a n d  c o n n e c te d  w i th  i t  by th e  
F a rm e rs  and M echanics  T u rn p ik e ,  now F o rb e s  A venue, Oakland 
had rem ain ed  s e c lu d e d  an d  r u r a l .  A f t e r  t h e  open in g  of 
h o r s e  c a r  s e r v i c e  be tw een  Oakland and  downtown i n  I860 , 
Oakland began  t o  s t i r .  The h o rse  c a r  s e r v i c e ,  known 
o f f i c i a l l y  a s  t h e  E a s t  L i b e r t y  P a s s e n g e r  R a i lw a y ,  fo llo w e d  
F i f t h  Avenue from  dovmtown P i t t s b u r g h  up t h e  r i s i n g  s lo p e  
o f  Soho t o  th e  u p la n d  f l a t  o f  O a k l a n d . W ith th e  r e l a ­
t i v e l y  c o n v e n ie n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f f e r e d  by t h i s  l i n e ,  
came th e  d eve lopm en t o f  O akland . The w e s te r n  and  s o u th ­
w e s te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  O ak land— C r a f t  A venue, O p h e l ia  S t r e e t ,  
H a lk e t  S t r e e t ,  t h a t  a r e a  c l o s e s t  t o  downtown—was s e t t l e d  
f i r s t .  M i d d l e - q u a l i t y  h o u s in g ,  b o th  row a n d  d e ta c h e d ,  p r e ­
d o m in a te d ,  S e t t l e m e n t  grew and c o n t in u e d  e a s tw a rd  a s  th e  
E a s t  L i b e r t y  P a s s e n g e r  R ailw ay  improved i t s  s e r v i c e  by 
r e p l a c i n g  i t s  h o r s e -d ra w n  c a r s  w i th  c a b le  c a r s  and  e x te n d ­
in g  th e  l i n e  t o  E a s t  L i b e r t y  i n  1888.16  I n  189^, a n  e l e c ­
t r i c  t r o l l e y  l i n e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  from downtown P i t t s b u r g h  
t o  Oakland v i a  F o rb e s  S t r e e t  w hich , a lo n g  w i th  F i f t h  
Avenue, had become a n  im p o r ta n t  e a s t - w e s t  a r t e r y  from th e  
Golden T r i a n g l e  t o  Oakland and  on t o  t h e  e a s t . l ?  The ru sh  
f o r  la n d  began  i n  e a r n e s t  th e n ,  O ak lan d ’ s a d v a n ta g e s  f o r  
com m ercia l a c t i v i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s i d e n c e s  were now
Imp o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  May 2, I8 6 0 ,
l6 p i t t s b u r g h  Commercial G a z e t t e . November 12, 1888,
I f P i s p a t c h  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  J u l y  29, 1894.
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c l e a r l y  r e c o g n iz e d ,  Oakland h ad  become th e  g e o g ra p h ic  
c e n t e r  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  and was w e l l  s i t u a t e d  f o r  th e  g ro w th  
o f r e t a i l  and  s e m i-w h o le s a le  t r a d e  b e c a u se  d e l i v e r y  wagons 
c o u ld  r e a c h  many s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c i t y  r e l a t i v e l y  q u i c k l y .  
A l s o ,  Oakland was c lo s e  t o  two f r e i g h t  s t a t i o n s ,  t h e  S h ad y -  
s id e  d e p o t  o f  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d  an d  th e  J u n c t i o n  
R a i l r o a d ,  Both  were o n ly  a  few  m in u te s  d r i v e  from  t h e  
h e a r t  o f  O akland , C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  a  r e t a i l  b u s in e s s  d i s ­
t r i c t  o f  c o n s id e r a b l e  m a g n itu d e  q u i c k l y  r o s e  a lo n g  F o r b e s  
S t r e e t ,  P r o p e r ty  t h a t  had s o l d  f o r  $300 a  f o o t  f r o n t  i n  
1900 a t  F o rb e s  and  Atwood S t r e e t s ,  t h e  c o re  o f  t h e  b u s i ­
n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  s o ld  f o r  $ 1 ,0 0 0  a  f o o t  f r o n t  i n  1904 ,^8  
O akland  was ch an g in g  r a p i d l y .  The e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  O akland 
t h a t  had b e e n  th e  cow p a s t u r e s  o f  S ch en ley  Farms b e f o r e  
1900 became P i t t s b u r g h ’ s c i v i c  c e n t e r  by I 9 2 0 , a  com plex  
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  s o c i a l ,  an d  m e d ic a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The 
O akland o f  1924 r e p r e s e n t e d  a  s t r i k i n g  c o m p o s i te .  On t h e  
s t e e p  s lo p e s  o f i t s  s o u th w e s te r n  m a rg in ,  o v e r lo o k in g  t h e  
M onongahela R iv e r ,  Second A venue , and  th e  m i l l s  o f  t h e  
J o n e s  and  L a u g h lin  S t e e l  C o r p o r a t io n  c lu n g  t h e  s a g g in g ,  
f r a y e d  h o u s e s .  On th e  w e s te r n  p o r t i o n s  o f O a k la n d 's  
P a r k e r  S t r a t h ,  s a t  rows o f  s m a l l ,  m odest h o u s e s .  And i t  
was i n  t h e  w e s te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  Oakland t h a t  a  s m a l l  s e t t l e ­
ment o f  Jews was e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  th e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y
ISp i t t s b u r g h  L e a d e r , March 9» 1904,
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an d  h ad  grown and  become f i r m l y  e n t r e n c h e d  by 1924 ,19  Here 
an d  t h e r e ,  a n  o ld  m an sio n  s to o d ,  n e g l e c t e d  and worn. Then 
came t h e  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  s i x  b lo c k s  l o n g ,  jammed w i th  a  
m u l t i t u d e  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  and s h o p s ,  some o f  w hich  were among 
th e  f i n e s t  i n  t h e  c i t y .  I n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  Oakland 
w ere t h e  handsome p r i v a t e  c l u b s  a n d  h o t e l s ,  t h e  g r e a t  
b u i l d i n g s  o f  C a rn e g ie  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T e ch n o lo g y ,  t h e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ;  a n d  t h e  C a rn e g ie  Museum a n d  L i b r a r y .
A t t h e  e a s t e r n  edge o f  O akland a p p e a re d  th e  l a r g e ,  ex p en ­
s iv e  a p a r tm e n t  h o u se s  and  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  h o u se s  w i th  c a r e ­
f u l l y  l a n d s c a p e d  g ro u n d s  t h a t  became even  more s u b s t a n t i a l  
and  more c a r e f u l l y  la n d sc a p e d  e a s tw a rd  a lo n g  F i f t h  Avenue 
i n t o  S h a d y s id e  a n d  P o in t  B r e e z e .
To t h e  e a s t  o f  O akland a n d  S h ad y s id e  l i e s  th e  l a r g e  
a r e a  o f  E a s t  L i b e r t y  o r  E a s t  End, Much o f  E a s t  End, t h e  
a r e a  s o u th  o f S t a n t o n  A venue, f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  b r o a d ,  f l a t  
lo o p  o f  t h e  P a r k e r  S t r a t h .  Penn  Avenue s e r v e s  a s  E a s t  
L i b e r t y ' s  m a jo r  e a s t - w e s t  a r t e r y  a n d  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  of 
th e  a r e a .  Penn Avenue e n t e r s  P i t t s b u r g h  i n  t h e  ex trem e 
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Homewood, p a s s e s  th ro u g h  E a s t  L i b e r t y ,  
on t o  L a w r e n c e v i l l e  and  th e  S t r i p  a lo n g  t h e  A l le g h e n y  R iv e r  
a n d  e n d s  a t  th e  P o i n t .  At one t im e ,  Penn Avenue was a  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m ain  e a s t - w e s t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n k  of th e  
l a n d ,  t h e  r o a d  b e tw een  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  P i t t s b u r g h .  I n  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Days, t h i s  ro a d  was c a l l e d  F o rb e s  Road; l a t e r
I 9 je w i s h  Community Book, o p .  c i t . . p .  3 .
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i t  was known a s  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  G reensh tirg  P ik e .  A t 
f i r s t  t h e  ro a d  was u sed  a s  a  m i l i t a r y  ro a d  and l a t e r  a s  a  
m a i l  and  s t a g e  r o u t e .  Hundreds o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p le  and  
m i l l i o n s  o f  t o n s  o f  m e rc h a n d ise  p a s s e d  o v e r  i t  on t h e  way 
t o  t h e  Ohio C o u n try  and th e  W est, By 1840, t h e  sm a ll  r u r a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  had a r i s e n  a lo n g  t h i s  ro a d  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f Penn and  N egley A venues, had become a  p o s t  
town» f i v e  m i le s  e a s t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  w i th  some 1 ,000  
p e o p l e , T h e  g r e a t  ex p a n s io n  o f  E a s t  L i b e r t y  a w a i te d  th e  
deve lopm en t o f  f a s t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  how ever. I n  1858, t h e  
P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d ' s  main e a s t - w e s t  l i n e  was b ro u g h t  
th ro u g h  t h e  P a r k e r  S t r a t h  o f  E a s t  L i b e r t y , ^1 Two y e a r s  
l a t e r ,  a  l a r g e  s to c k y a rd  was b u i l t  on Penn Avenue from 
D e n n is to n  Avenue t o  F i f t h  Avenue o p p o s i t e  t h e  E a s t  L i b e r t y  
R a i l r o a d  S t a t i o n , 22 These  two e v e n ts  a p p e a re d  t o  g iv e  
g r e a t  im p e tu s  to  t h e  com m ercia l dev e lo p m en t o f  th e  d i s ­
t r i c t ,  S e t t l e m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  s t r e e t  r a i lw a y  l i n k s —from th e  G olden T r i a n g l e  v i a  
L a w re n c e v i l l e  a lo n g  th e  banks  o f  t h e  A l le g h e n y  R iv e r  by 
h o r s e  c a r  i n  186q23 and  c a b le  c a r  i n  1884 ;2^  and from
2Qp o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) , Sep tem ber 15, 1840,
Z lM orning C h ro n ic le  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  March 19, 1858, 
22p o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  A p r i l  30, I8 6 0 ,
23i b i d , . J u ly  23, I860 .
2^P i t t s b u r g h  D a i ly  G a z e t t e , O c to b e r  1, 1884,
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O akland i n  1888 by c a b le  c a r , By I 89O, E a s t  L i b e r t y  had 
a t t a i n e d  a  p o p u la t io n  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  20 ,000^^  and  had 
become e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a n  Im p o r ta n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  and  b u s in e s s  
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  Penn Avenue p o s s e s s e d  a  b u s in e s s  d i s ­
t r i c t  s i x  b lo c k s  lo n g ,  su rro u n d e d  by a  den se  r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r e a  o f  m odest row h o u s e s .  L ig h t  i n d u s t r i e s  had been  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  a lo n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e .  Along th e  im p o r ta n t  n o r t h -  
s o u th  s t r e e t s ,  N egley  a n d  H igh land  Avenues be tw een  S ta n to n  
Avenue and  H igh land  P a r k ,a p p e a r e d  some o f t h e  f i n e s t  r e s i ­
d e n c e s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  E s t a t e s  o f  m a j e s t i c  hou ses  and 
s p a c io u s  g ro u n d s  were t h e  homes of some o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s 
w e a l t h i e s t  f a m i l i e s .  By 1924, E a s t  L i b e r t y  ra n k e d  second 
o n ly  t o  t h e  Golden T r i a n g l e  i n  th e  s i z e  and v a lu e  o f i t s  
b u s in e s s  and  com m ercia l h o l d i n g s , 2? F o r  more th a n  a  dozen  
b l o c k s ,  Penn  Avenue b u lg e d  w ith  s t o r e s  and r e t a i l  e s t a b l i s h ­
m ents  o f  e v e ry  d e s c r i p t i o n .  The f i l l i n g  i n  o f  E a s t  L i b e r t y  
d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e s  o f  th e  c e n tu ry  had s e e n  t h e  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  o f  m i d d l e - q u a l i t y  h o u s in g  i n  th e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  be tw een  M a rg a re t ta  S t r e e t  and S ta n to n  Avenue, 
N o r th  o f  S ta n to n ,  many o f  t h e  l a r g e  e s t a t e s  had v a n is h e d ,  
b e in g  r e p l a c e d  by h o u s in g  i f  n o t  of g ran d  s c a l e ,  s t i l l  of 
v e r y  f i n e  q u a l i t y .  The r i s e  i n  q u a l i t y  o f  r e s i d e n c e  
b e tw een  Penn Avenue and  H ig h la n d  P a rk  moving s o u th  t o  n o r th
25p i t t s b u r g h  Commercial G a z e t t e , November 12, 1888, 
Z^D is p a tc h  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  A p r i l  11, I 89 0 , 
27H oldsw orth , op, c i t , ,  p ,  5 7 ,
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was s te a d y  an d  o b v io u s .  The r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  
Penn Avenue, e x te n d in g  a lo n g  F ra n k s to w n  and  L a rim er  A ve­
n u e s ,  had d e t e r i o r a t e d  somewhat. T h i s  a r e a  p ro v id e d  i n ­
e x p e n s iv e  h o u s in g  f o r  I t a l i a n  im m ig ran ts  i n  th e  L a r im er  
Avenue d i s t r i c t  i n  th e  f i r s t  and  second  d eca d e s  o f  th e  1900’ s 
and  f o r  N eg ro es ,  i n  t h e  F ra n k s to w n -L a r im e r  d i s t r i c t ,  b e g in ­
n in g  d u r in g  World War 1,^8  The E a s t  L i b e r t y  o f  1924 was a 
p r o s p e r o u s ,  com m erc ia l,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  an d  l i g h t  i n d u s t r i a l  
s u b - c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y  and p o s s e s s e d  t h e  g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  of 
b e in g  l o c a t e d  i n  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  l a r g e s t  expanse  o f  l e v e l  
a r e a  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,
Homewood-Brushton i s  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r k e r  
S t r a t h  e a s t  o f  E a s t  L i b e r t y  and  s o u t h e a s t  o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,
I t  form s th e  e a s t e r n  p an h an d le  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  im m ed ia te ly  
a d j a c e n t  t o  th e  su b u rb s  of W ilk in sb u rg  and Penn H i l l s ,
U n t i l  th e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 's ,  t h e  Homewood-Brushton a r e a  was a 
r u r a l  community co n n ec ted  w i th  downtown P i t t s b u r g h  by th e  
P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d  and P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  G reen sb u rg  P ik e ,  
The s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  b egan  t o  i n c r e a s e  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t l y  w i th  th e  e x t e n s io n  of t r o l l e y  l i n e s  t o  th e  Homewood- 
B ru sh to n  a r e a  d u r in g  t h e  e a r l y  l 8 9 0 ’ s ,29  Between I 89O and 
1 900 , s e t t l e m e n t  a r o s e  n e a r  th e  s t r e e t  c a r  and  r a i l r o a d
2 8 u ,S ,  D epartm ent o f  Commerce, B ureau  of th e  C ensus ,  
F o u r te e n th  Census o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s , 1920 ; C om position  
and  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  P o p u l a t i o n , I I I ,  T ab le  13, 
p ,  9 0 0 ,
29p i t t s b u r g h  L e a d e r . May 17, 1893»
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l i n e s ,  nam ely a lo n g  Penn, H a m il to n ,  F ran k s to w n , and  L in c o ln  
A v en u es ,  N o r th  o f  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  t h e  
newcomers w ere p re d o m in a te ly  o f  m i d d l e - c l a s s  b a c k g ro u n d — 
S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  I r i s h ,  and Germ ans—-who had moved from  d e t e r ­
i o r a t i n g  s e c t i o n s  of P i t t s b u r g h  such  a s  t h e  H i l l ,  L a w ren ce­
v i l l e ,  an d  t h e  N orth  S id e ,  When t h e  r a p i d  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  
s t e e l  i n d u s t r y  a f t e r  th e  C i v i l  War had p r e c i p i t a t e d  a  s h a rp  
g ro w th  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s  had  b e ­
come overcrow ded and  sh ab b y . Smoke from t h e  m i l l s ,  e n ­
c roachm en t o f  com m ercial a c t i v i t y ,  and  th e  i n f l u x  o f  
s o u t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  E u ro p ean  im m ig ran ts  had made t h e s e  o ld  
com m unities  l e s s  d e s i r a b l e  i n  t h e  e y es  o f  t h e  lo n g - t im e  
r e s i d e n t s .  C o n seq u en tly  many o f  them moved t o  O ak land ,
E a s t  End, S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  a n d  Homewood-Brushton, S o u th  o f  
t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  i n  Homewood-Brushton a lo n g  
Thomas B o u lev a rd  a n d  Meade S t r e e t  r e s i d e d  p e o p le  who r e p r e ­
s e n te d  more t h a n  m i d d l e - c l a s s  s t a t u s .  They w ere among t h e  
w e a l t h i e s t  a n d  most s o c i a l l y  p ro m in e n t  f a m i l i e s  i n  P i t t s ­
b u rg h ,
U n t i l  a b o u t  I 9 I 5 H om ew ood-Brushton 's  p o p u l a t i o n  
c o n t in u e d  t o  grow a s  d id  i t s  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a .  However, a f t e r  World War I ,  t h e  o ld  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  a r e a  b e g a n  t o  ch an g e , I t a l i a n s  and  N egroes  
who had a c h ie v e d  a  d e g re e  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  th e  p o o r e r  
s e c t i o n s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  b eg a n  moving i n t o  Homewood-
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B r u s h t o n . 30 The good t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  an d  c o m p a r a t iv e ly  low  
p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s  h ad  a t t r a c t e d  them  t o  Homewood-Brushton, The o l d e r  
r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  Germans an d  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  became a p p r e h e n s iv e  
an d  a  few  had b eg u n  t o  move o u t  t o  new er s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
P i t t s b u r g h  a r e a  s u c h  a s  su b u rb a n  E d g e w o o d , 3 1  A t a b o u t  t h e  
same t i m e ,  a  number o f  l i g h t  i n d u s t r i e s  w ere e s t a b l i s h e d  
a lo n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s , and  t h e  o ld  p a t t e r n  o f  d e t a c h ­
ment an d  q u i e t  g e n t i l i t y  was r e s h a p e d  i n  t h e  Homewood- 
B r u s h to n  o f  1924 .
S o u th  o f Homewood-Brushton a n d  e a s t  o f  Oakland l i e s  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  a  name f i r s t  n o te d  i n  t h e  d i a r y  o f  a  t r a d e r  
i n  1 7 5 8 .3 2  L y ing  s o u th  o f  th e  P a r k e r  S t r a t h ,  h e a v i l y  d i s ­
s e c t e d ,  a  maze o f  h i l l s  s l o p i n g  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  th e  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l  a r e a  p ro v ed  rem o te  an d  r e l a t i v e l y  i n a c c e s s ­
i b l e  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 8 0 's .  The few  s e t t l e r s  t h e r e  farm ed th e  
la n d  an d  l i v e d  s e c lu d e d  from  t h e  so u n d s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  I n  
t h e  1 8 8 0 's ,  r o a d s  were pushed  i n t o  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  from th e  
w est a n d  n o r t h ,  F o r b e s  S t r e e t  was e x te n d e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  
from O a k la n d ,  Shady Avenue was b u i l t  t o  c o n n e c t  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l  w i t h  E a s t  L i b e r t y ,  a n d  M urray Avenue was c o n s t r u c t e d
30Abraham E p s t e i n ,  The Negro M ig ra n t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  
( P i t t s b u r g h ;  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  P r e s s ,  I 9 I 8 ) , p ,  104; 
The P i t t s b u r g h  C a t h o l i c , IX (May 16 , 1 9 2 1 ) ,  p ,  2,
31p i t t s b u r g h  P r e s s , A p r i l  10 , I 9 2 O,
3 2 w i i i i a m  Harmar Denny, D ia r y ,  Denny C o l l e c t i o n ,
Box 2 ,  C a rn e g ie  L i b r a r y ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,
R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
76
a s  t h e  m ain  n o r th - s o u th  r o u t e  th ro u g h  t h e  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  
d i s t r i c t , 33 Even th e n ,  t h e  p e o p le  who moved t o  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l  w ere  th o s e  of w e a l th  who w ished  c o u n t r y  e s t a t e s  and  
th o s e  o f  l e s s  w e a l th  who w ished a  p a r c e l  o f  f a rm la n d .  W ith 
c o n t in u e d  improvement i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
i n i t i a t i o n  o f  e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y s  ru n s  from  Oakland and  E a s t  
L i b e r t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900»s .  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  began t o  be 
more s e t t l e d  more r a p i d l y .  F in e  b r i c k  h o u se s  a lo n g  wide 
t r e e - l i n e d  s t r e e t s  jo in e d  th e  e s t a t e s  and  m ansions t o  make 
S q u i r r e l  H i l l  one o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t ,  most d e s i r a b l e  a r e a s  
i n  t h e  c i t y , 3^
By 1924 , th e  f i l l i n g  i n  o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  e x c e p t  
f o r  t h e  more d i s t a n t  s o u th e r n  s e c t i o n s ,  had caused  i t  t o  
assum e more o f  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f a  m i d d l e - c l a s s  d i s t r i c t .  
Many o f  t h e  e s t a t e s  had b een  s u b d iv id e d  i n t o  s m a l l e r  l o t s .  
More r e s i d e n t i a l  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  were d e v e lo p e d —h ig h  q u a l i t y  
a r e a s  n o r t h  o f  F o rb e s  and h o u s in g  o f  much more modest 
q u a l i t y  t o  t h e  so u th  of F o r b e s ,  A b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  
d e v e lo p e d  a lo n g  F o rb e s  S t r e e t  w es t  from  Shady Avenue t o  
M urray Avenue and th e n  s o u th  on M urray Avenue f o r  f i v e  o r  
s i x  b l o c k s .  The F o rb e s  S t r e e t  s e c t i o n  c o n ta in e d  th e  h ig h e r  
q u a l i t y  consumer b u s i n e s s e s — e x c l u s iv e  women's sh o p s ,  f u r ­
n i t u r e  an d  home f u r n i s h i n g s  s t o r e s .  M urray Avenue r e f l e c t e d
33Margaret A, F rew , " S q u i r r e l  H i l l , "  Western P e n n sy l­
v a n ia  H i s t o r i c a l  M agazine. XII ( I 9 I 9 ) ,  242 ,
3 ^ H artly  M. P h e lp s ,  "W e a lth ie s t  Ward," P i t t s b u r g h  
L e a d e r , March 4 , I 9 0 6 ,
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a  g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  o f  b u s in e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ;  t h i s  was th e  
b u s in e s s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  a l s o  had t h e  k o s h e r  m eat m a rk e ts ,  
d e l i c a t e s s e n s ,  b a k e - s h o p s ,  and f i s h  s t o r e s  t h a t  o b v io u s ly  
i n d i c a t e d  a  s i z a b l e  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  In d e e d ,  
q u i t e  a  few Jew s l i v e d  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  i n  1924, Moving 
from  th e  H i l l  t o  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  i n  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  numbers 
s in c e  th e  f i r s t  d ecad e  o f  t h e  I 9 0 0 's ,  Jews t o t a l e d  p e rh a p s  
2 ,0 0 0  by 1924 ,35  i n  t h e  m ain , th e y  r e s i d e d  s o u th  o f  F o rb es  
S t r e e t ;  t h e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  and Gernans 
rem ained  dom inan t n o r th  o f  F o r b e s , 36 A lth o u g h  th e  Jews 
com prised  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  m in o r i t y  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  i n  
1924 , t h e  t r e n d  a n d  t h e  f e e l i n g  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l  was t o  be t h e  c o re  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  
w i t h i n  a  g e n e r a t i o n .
E x te n d in g  from th e  Golden T r i a n g l e ,  a lo n g  th e  s o u th  
bank of t h e  A l le g h e n y  H iv e r  t o  S ta n to n  Avenue o f  E a s t  End 
i s  a n  a r e a  known a s  th e  S t r i p - L a w r e n c e v i l l e  d i s t r i c t .  The 
s o u th e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  from E le v e n th  S t r e e t  t o  a b o u t  T h i r t y -  
T h i r d  S t r e e t ,  c a l l e d  t h e  S t r i p ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  l e v e l  low­
l a n d ,  c o n s t r i c t e d  by t h e  h ig h  b l u f f s  o f  t h e  H i l l  l e s s  th a n  
o n e - t h i r d  m i le  from  th e  r i v e r .  From T h i r t y - T h i r d  S t r e e t  t o  
S ta n to n  A venue , th e  a r e a  i s  known a s  L a w re n c e v i l le  and con­
s i s t s  o f  a  lo w lan d  a n d  a  s lo p s  r i s i n g  e a s t  t o  th e  P a rk e r
3 5 ln te r v ie w  w ith  Abe K ap lan , c h a r t e r  member o f 
B e th  Shalom C o n g re g a t io n ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u n e ,  I 9 6 7 .
3 6 in te rv ie w  w i th  H arry  A ren so n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  
May, 1968 .
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S t r a t h ,  The S t r i p - L a w r e n c e v i l l e  d i s t r i c t  i s  one o f  th e  
o l d e s t  s e c t i o n s  o f P i t t s b u r g h ,  A f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 
P o r t  P i t t ,  r o a d s  were b u i l t  t o  co n n ec t i t  w i th  t h e  E a s t ,  
t h e  main ro ad  b e in g  th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  G reen sb u rg  P ik e ,  
A f t e r  t h e  R e v o lu t io n ,  t h e  ro a d  became a  m a i l  an d  s t a g e  
r o u t e  o v e r  which t h e  t i d e s  o f  im m igran ts  p a s se d  i n t o  th e  
Ohio C o u n try  and t h e  W est, and  f o r  many y e a r s  rem ain ed  one 
o f  th e  few r o a d s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  mer­
c h a n d is e ,  M i l l i o n s  o f  t o n s  o f  goods were c a r r i e d  o v e r  i t  
a n n u a l l y .  D uring a  t h r e e  month p e r io d  i n  1837, 4 ,3 0 0  wagon 
lo a d s  of goods, a b o u t  tw e n ty - se v e n  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s ,  p a s se d  
a lo n g  t h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a n d  G reensburg  P i k e , 37 As a  r e s u l t  
o f  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  C anal i n  1834 which 
e n t e r e d  P i t t s b u r g h  a t  th e  S t r i p ,  and th e  l a y i n g  o f  t r a c k  by 
th e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d  th ro u g h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  1852, th e  
t u r n p ik e  l o s t  much o f  i t s  im portance  a s  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
r o u t e .  However, th e  S t r i p  p r o f i t e d  g r e a t l y  from  t h e  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  c a n a l  a n d  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The two sm a ll  
s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  had r i s e n  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  d u r in g  th e  e a r l y  
1800 ’ s were a lm o s t  e n g u l f e d  by th e  booming i n d u s t r i a l i z a ­
t i o n  o f  th e  m id-1800*s .  I r o n  w orks, t a n n e r i e s ,  g la s s w o rk s ,  
and  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  sp ra w le d  a lo n g  th e  l e n g t h  o f  th e  
S t r i p ,  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  L a w re n c e v i l le  
a r o s e  a t  th e  A r s e n a l  g a t e s .  During th e  e n s u in g  y e a r s .
3 7 i s a a c  H a r r i s ,  e d , ,  P i t t s b u r g h  B u s in e s s  D i r e c to ry  
( P i t t s b u r g h ,  1 837) ,  P» 172,
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s e v e r a l  f a c t o r i e s  and a  s te a m b o a t  y a rd  w ere p la c e d  i n  o p e r ­
a t i o n  a t  L a w r e n c e v i l l e . 38 The C i v i l  War b ro u g h t  f u r t h e r  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  S t r i p - L a w r e n c e v i l l e  a r e a ,  a n d  new 
e le m e n ts  were i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  th e  l a b o r  f o r c e .  German and  
I r i s h  im m ig ran ts  came t o  work i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  p r e v i o u s l y  
d o m in a ted  by th e  S c o t c h - I r i s h ,  and  i n  th e  l a t e  1 8 ? 0 's  and  
18 8 0 ’ s ,  P o l i s h ,  I t a l i a n ,  L i t h u a n i a n ,  an d  S lo v ak  im m ig ra n ts  
ad d ed  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  e t h n i c  c o m p o s i t i o n .39 The in d u s ­
t r i e s ,  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s ,  and  f r e i g h t  t e r m i n a l s  u s u rp e d  e v e r -  
i n c r e a s i n g  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a n d ,  and t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
n e ig h b o rh o o d s  grew o l d e r  an d  more crow ded.
By 1924 t h e  S t r i p  and th e  w e s te rn  h a l f  o f  L aw rence­
v i l l e  were b l i g h t e d  d i s t r i c t s .  A l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S t r i p ,  
b e tw e e n  lo w e r  Penn Avenue an d  Smallman S t r e e t ,  had become 
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ' s  w h o le s a le  p ro d u ce  b u s i n e s s .  The 
p ro d u ce  y a rd s  c r e a t e d  a  d i n ,  l i t t e r ,  a n d  c h a o t i c  b u s t l e  
unm atched i n  th e  c i t y .  The S t r i p ' s  s u r v i v i n g  r e s i d e n c e s  
were sq u eezed  be tw een  th e  y a r d s ,  t r a c k s ,  an d  t e r m i n a l s  o f  
t h e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  R a i l r o a d  t o  t h e  s o u th  and  th e  p ro d u c e  d i s ­
t r i c t  a n d  i n d u s t r i e s  on t h e  n o r t h .  I n  L a w re n c e v i l l e  t h e  
g r e a t e r  w id th  o f  t h e  a r e a  had a l lo w e d  more r e s i d e n t i a l  
h o u s in g  t o  s u r v iv e  i n  th e  f a c e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  e n c ro a c h m e n t.
38p i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t t e . June  16, 1814.
39Andrew A rnold  Lambing, A H is to ry  o f  th e  C a th o l ic  
Church i n  th e  D ioceses o f P i t t s b u r g h  and A llegheny  from i t s  
E s ta b l ish m e n t  t o  th e  P r e s e n t  Time (New York; B enz iger  
B r o th e r s ,  1880) , p p .  8 2 ,  l 4 5 , T ^ ,  179, 183.
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Drab, r e d -b r ic k  row h o u ses  fa c ed  th e  g a te s  o f  f a c t o r i e s  and 
s tr e tc h e d  fo r  b lo ck  a f t e r  b lo c k  through L a w r e n c e v ille .
A long B u t le r  S t r e e t ,  th e  main b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  which ran  
th e  le n g th  o f L a w r e n c e v il le , th e  drab s to r e s  and b u ild in g s  
r e f l e c t e d  th e  wants o f th e  d i s t r i c t ’ s d iv e r s e  e th n ic  
g ro u p s.
The f l a t ,  low t e r r a c e  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  bank • 
o f  t h e  M onongahela u p r i v e r  from  t h e  G olden T r i a n g l e  i s  e x ­
t r e m e ly  n a r ro w  an d  c o n s t r i c t e d  by  b l u f f s  from t h e  e a s t e r n  
m a rg in  o f t h e  G olden  T r i a n g l e  t o  H azelw ood, w i th  t h e  e x c e p ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  B oundary  S t r e e t  r a v i n e  s e p a r a t i n g  O akland  from  
S c h e n le y  P a r k .  A t H azelw ood, a b o u t  s i x  m i l e s  d i s t a n t  from 
t h e  P o i n t ,  t h e  t e r r a c e  b r o a d e n s  t o  a lm o s t  a  h a l f  m i le  i n  
w id th  a n d  t o  s l i g h t l y  more a t  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  community o f  
Glenwood a t  t h e  g r e a t  bend  o f  t h e  M onongahela R i v e r .
F a i r l y  s t e e p  s lo p e s  r i s e  e a s t  from  t h e  t e r r a c e  t o  t h e  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l  u p la n d .  U n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War, Hazelwood and  
Glenwood w ere f a rm in g  c o m m u n i t ie s .  I n  1861 t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  
an d  C o n n e l s v i l l e  R a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  l i n e  a lo n g  th e  
M onongahela R iv e r  l o w l a n d ,^0 and  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  th e  
Jo n e s  a n d  L a u g h l in  S t e e l  C o r p o r a t io n  b egan  o p e r a t i o n s  on a  
s m a l l  s c a l e  i n  H aze lw o o d .^  R u s s i a n s ,  H u n g a r ia n s ,  P o l e s ,  
a n d  I r i s h  were b r o u g h t  i n  t o  work t h e  m i l l s ,  an d  b lo c k s  o f 
ch eap  ro w -h o u se s  s p ra n g  u p ,  c o v e re d  t h e  low t e r r a c e  and
^Qp o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) , May 22 , 1861. 
^^P o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  O c to b e r  19 , 1861.
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lo w e r  s l o p e s , ^2 m i r a i  la n d s c a p e  o f  farm s an d  c o u n t r y
e s t a t e s  was o b l i t e r a t e d  by t h e  expanding  i n d u s t r i a l  complex 
o f  s t e e l  p l a n t s ,  r a i l r o a d  y a r d s ,  m i l l  w o rk e rs '  homes, and  
b l a n k e t i n g  smoke. Second Avenue, ru n n in g  th ro u g h  t h e  
l e n g t h  o f  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  com m unities ,  became th e  b u s in e s s  
d i s t r i c t .  I t  was l i n e d  s o l i d  w i th  s t o r e s  a n d  r e t a i l  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t s  s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  o f  t h e  m i l l  a r e a s  o f  S o u th  S id e  
and  L a w r e n c e v i l l e ,  By 1924, Hazelwood-Glenwood was ob­
v i o u s l y  a n d  p ro fo u n d ly  a  m i l l  n e ig h b o rh o o d ,  b eg r im e d  w i th  
c l a n g in g  m i l l s  a n d  shabby row h o u s e s .
The a r e a  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  n o r th  o f  t h e  A l le g h e n y  and  
Ohio r i v e r s  i s  known a s  t h e  N o r th  S id e ,  The low r i v e r  t e r ­
r a c e ,  s lo p in g  g e n t l y  t o  t h e  r i v e r s ,  a t t a i n s  a  maximum w id th  
o f  more t h a n  a  h a l f  m i le  i n  M an ch es te r  and  th e  lo w e r  N orth  
S id e ,  The l a n d  r i s e s  n o r th w a rd  t o  a n o th e r  t e r r a c e  a b o u t  
150 f e e t  above  t h e  low t e r r a c e ,  e x te n d in g  g e n e r a l l y  w e s t -  
e a s t  th ro u g h  t h e  c e n t r a l  N o r th  S id e  from  th e  B r ig h to n  Road 
a r e a  e a s t  t o  Troy H i l l ,  Then th e  r i s e  i n  e l e v a t i o n  con­
t i n u e s  n o r th w a rd  th ro u g h  a n  u p la n d  o f  a b r u p t  h i l l s  c u t  by 
d eep  v a l l e y s  t o  r e a c h  a  maximum e l e v a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  1 ,300  
f e e t  i n  th e  P e r r y s v i l l e  d i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  n o r th e r n  boundary  
o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  The o ld  c o re  o f  th e  N o rth  S id e ,  known a s  
A l le g h e n y  a n d  c e n t e r i n g  on th e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e
^ 2 c ia u d e  V o g e l ,  The H i s to r y  o f  S t . A u g u s t in e  P a r i s h . 
Diamond J u b i l e e . 1863-193# ( P i t t s b u r g h ;  P i t t s b u r g h  D io cese ,  
I 9 3 8 ) , p p .  4 - 6 ,  1 Ï .  1 9 -2 1 ;  P i t t s b u r g h  L e a d e r ,  J a n u a r y  2,
1 9 0 1,
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p r e s e n t - d a y  F e d e r a l  and  Ohio S t r e e t s ,  had been  su rveyed  and 
l a i d  o u t  a s  a  to im  i n  1788, A u n iq u e  f e a t u r e  o f  th e  p la n  
was t h e  a l l o t t i n g  o f  a  g e n e ro u s  p o r t i o n  of la n d  f o r  a  con­
t i n u o u s  commons s u r r o u n d in g  th e  town on t h r e e  s i d e s .  T h is  
commons h as  s u rv iv e d  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  West P a r k ,  N o rth  P a rk ,  
a n d  E a s t  P a rk  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t , ^3 i n  1819, A lle g h e n y  was 
l i n k e d  w i th  P i t t s b u r g h  by a  b r id g e  sp a n n in g  th e  r i v e r s  
from  S t ,  C l a i r  S t r e e t  (now S ix th  S t r e e t )  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  t o  
A l l e g h e n y 's  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t ,  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  borough in  
1828, A l le g h e n y  had a  p o p u la t i o n  o f  2 ,500  a n d  an  i n d u s t r i a l  
n u c le u s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  c o t t o n  m i l l ,  r o l l i n g  m i l l ,  g l a s s  
w orks ,  and  a  ro p e  w orks .  I n  1829, th e  w e s te rn  d i v i s i o n  o f  
th e  P e n n s y lv a n ia  C ana l r e a c h e d  A lle g h e n y ^ ^  and w i th  i t s  
c o m p le t io n  i n  18^4 t h e  town expanded r a p i d l y .  By 1840, 
A l le g h e n y  had a  p o p u l a t i o n  of a lm o s t  1 0 ,000  p e o p le ,  p a r t l y  
a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a n n e x a t io n  o f  a d j o i n i n g  a r e a s  and was 
c h a r t e r e d  a s  a  c i t y , ^5 Between 1840 and  1850, A l l e g h e n y 's  
p o p u l a t i o n  d o u b led ,  an d  i t s  a r e a  ex te n d e d  e a s t  t o  Saw M il l  
Run o f  t h e  A lle g h e n y  R iv e r ,  n o r th  t o  I s l a n d  Lane ( p r e s e n t -  
d ay  Columbus S t r e e t ) ,  and w est t o  F u l t o n  S t r e e t , D u r i n g
K, C ochran , Map o f  R ese rv e  T r a c t  o f  Land Oppo­
s i t e  P i t t s b u r g h  Surveyed  by David L e e t ;  Copied from a 
C e r t i f i e d  Copy o f  th e  O r i g in a l  i n  t h e  S u rv e y o r  G e n e r a l 's  
O f f ic e  o f P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  1788, C a rn e g ie  L i b r a r y ;  P i t t s b u r g h ,
^^P i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t t e . J u ly  17, 1829,
^3p a i l y  A dvocate  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) , March 6 , 1840.
^^Commercial J o u r n a l  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) , June  2, 1850,
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t h e  1850*s ,  p h y s i c a l  c o n n e c t io n s  be tw een  A l le g h e n y  an d  
P i t t s b u r g h  were g r e a t l y  im proved, a n d  i n  1853» a  s tea m b o a t  
f e r r y  s e r v i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d . ^ ?  i n  1859 t h e  P i t t s b u r g h ,  
A l le g h e n y ,  and M a n c h e s te r  R a ilw ay , a  s t r e e t c a r  r o u t e ,  m s  
in a u g u r a te d  from P i t t s b u r g h  a c r o s s  t h e  S i x t h  S t r e e t  B r id g e  
t o  A lle g h e n y  a n d  on t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  bo rough  o f  M an ch es te r  
a lo n g  t h e  Ohio R i v e r . ^8 By now A lle g h e n y  was q u i t e  p r o s ­
p e r o u s .  I t  c o u ld  o f f e r  f i n e  i n d u s t r i a l  and  b u s in e s s  s i t e s  
c lo s e  t o  th e  Golden T r i a n g l e  an d  r e s i d e n c e s  n e a r  p l a c e s  o f 
employment i n  downtown P i t t s b u r g h .  A l l e g h e n y ’ s  i n d u s t r i e s  
w ere l o c a t e d  a lo n g  t h e  r i v e r  b a n k s ,  i t s  b u s in e s s  te n d e d  t o  
c l u s t e r  a lo n g  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  and  E a s t  Ohio S t r e e t ,  and  th e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  v a r i e d  from th e  v e r y  m odest b r i c k  row 
d w e l l in g s  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r  t o  th e  p a l a t i a l  homes o f  th e  s t e e l  
b a ro n s  a lo n g  M i l l i o n a i r e s '  Row on Ridge Avenue on t h e  h ig h  
t e r r a c e  o v e r lo o k in g  t h e  P o i n t .  By th e  l a t e  l 8 6 0 ' s ,  a  l a r g e  
German im m igrant p o p u l a t i o n  had s e t t l e d  i n  th e  E a s t  Ohio 
S t r e e t - S p r i n g  Garden Avenue a r e a  of e a s t e r n  A l le g h e n y  and 
gave t o  th e  a r e a s  t h e  a tm osphere  and name o f  "D utch tow n."^9  
In  t h e  l a t e  1 8 5 0 's an d  1 8 6 0 's ,  a  number o f  German Jews 
from  P i t t s b u r g h  b e g a n  moving a c r o s s  th e  r i v e r  to  A lle g h e n y  
C i t y .  They s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  A lle g h e n y  A v e n u e -L iv e rp o o l  
S t r e e t  s e c t i o n  o f  M a n c h e s te r ,  and w i th in  a  few y e a r s ,
4?p o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  Septem ber 21 , 1853. 
^8p o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  November 15» 1859. 
49p o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  A ugust 31» 1868.
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A lle g h e n y  became th e  c o re  o f G erm an-Jew ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  d i s t r i c t , 50 A l le g h e n y  l o s t  i t s  i d e n t i t y  a s  
a  c i t y  when i t  was an n ex ed  by P i t t s b u r g h  i n  I 906  an d  came
t o  be  known a s  t h e  N o r th  S id e ,
By 1924 t h e  N o r th  S id e  p r e s e n t e d  a  p a t t e r n  o f 
m arked d i v e r s i t y .  I n d u s t r i e s ,  m a in ly  m e ta l  p r o d u c t s ,  and
r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  s p r e a d  a lo n g  t h e  se v en  m i l e s  o f  r i v e r  f r o n t ,
b ack ed  by rows o f  o l d ,  d e t e r i o r a t e d  h o u s e s .  To th e  n o r th  
i n  c e n t r a l  N o r th  S id e  were t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t t e r ,  i f  s t i l l  m odest h o u s in g .  How h o u ses  
s t i l l  p re d o m in a te d ,  b u t  th e  h o u ses  had  t h e  g l i n t  o f  c a r e  
an d  g r e a t e r  s e c u r i t y .  I n  t h e  u p p e r  N o r th  S id e  i n  t h e  D av is ,  
M a r s h a l l ,  and  P e r r y s v i l l e  Avenues s e c t i o n s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  
s e t t l e m e n t  had d e v e lo p e d  o n ly  s in c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu r y  
w i th  t h e  e x t e n s io n  o f  ro a d s  and t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e  to  a n  a r e a  
t h a t  had  b e e n  e s s e n t i a l l y  p a s t o r a l , 51 i n  1924 t h e s e  a r e a s  
o f  t h e  u p p e r  N o r th  S id e  were su b u rb an  i n  a p p e a ra n c e  an d  
d i s p l a y e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  h o u se s  an d  wide t r e e - l i n e d  s t r e e t s .  
The m ain  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  N o rth  S id e  rem ain ed  and 
c o n t in u e d  t o  f l o u r i s h  i n  t h e  c o re  a r e a  o f  o ld  A l le g h e n y ,  
R e t a i l  b u s i n e s s e s  l i n e d  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  f rom  t h e  A lle g h e n y  
R iv e r  n o r t h  e i g h t  b lo c k s  t o  E a s t  Ohio S t r e e t  an d  th e n  e a s t  
a lo n g  E a s t  Ohio S t r e e t  f o r  a n o th e r  t e n  b l o c k s  i n t o
50Rodef Shalom C ongregation , P i t t s b u r g h ,  A rc h iv e s ,  
M in u tes , Ja n u a ry  1902 to  March, 190? , p p ,  66 " a " , 68 " a " , 
7 8 ; Feldman, ojo, c i t , . p ,  17.
51p i t t s b u r g h  L e a d e r , A p r i l  4 ,  1902,
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"D u tch to w n ,"  A s m a l l e r  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  o f  some s i x  
b lo c k s  e x i s t e d  a lo n g  B e a v e r  Avenue i n  M a n c h e s te r .  The 
d i v e r s i t y  o f  l a n d  u s e  i n  t h e  N o r th  S id e  was more t h a n  
m atched  by th e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  i t s  m a jo r  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o u p s — 
German, I r i s h ,  I t a l i a n s ,  S l a v s ,  and  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  t h e
S c o t c h - I r i s h . 52
As e a r l y  a s  1818, a  c o v e re d  wooden b r i d g e  was b u i l t  
a c r o s s  t h e  M onongahela R iv e r  a t  S m i t h f i e l d  S t r e e t  t o  c o n ­
n e c t  P i t t s b u r g h  a n d  t h e  s o u th  bank  a r e a s  o f  t h e  Mononga­
h e l a  R i v e r . 53 T h e se  a r e a s  c o n s i s t e d  o f a  f l a t ,  n a r ro w  
r i v e r  low land  r a n g i n g  i n  w id th  from  a  few h u n d red  f e e t  i n  
t h e  w est  t o  more t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  o f  a  m i le  i n  t h e  e a s t ;  v e r y  
s t e e p ,  wooded c l i f f s  c u t  by r a v i n e s  a n d  r i s i n g  t o  b l u f f s  
some 400 f e e t  ab o v e  t h e  lo w la n d ;  and  a  h i l l y  u p la n d  d e e p ly  
d i s s e c t e d ,  s e p a r a t e d  from  t h e  b l u f f s  by t h e  r a v i n e  o f  Saw 
M i l l  Run, and r i s i n g  s t e a d i l y  t o  a n  e l e v a t i o n  o f  a lm o s t  
1 ,300  f e e t  a t  t h e  s o u th e r n  b o r d e r  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .  The low ­
l a n d  i s  now known a s  t h e  S o u th  S id e ;  t h e  b l u f f s  a s  
Duquesne H e ig h t s ,  M t. W ash in g to n ,  B e l t z h o o v e r ,  a n d  Knox­
v i l l e ;  an d  th e  h i l l y  u p la n d  a s  S ou th  H i l l s .  By 1815 s i g ­
n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i r o n  and  
g l a s s  w orks , had  a r i s e n  a lo n g  t h e  r i v e r  l o w l a n d . 5^ Much
52y .S . D e p t,  o f  Commerce, B u reau  o f  t h e  C e n su s ,  
F o u r t e e n th  Census  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  0£ .  c i t . , p .  9 0 1 .
53p i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t t e , November 24, 1818.
5^jam es M. R i d d l e ,  com p., P i t t s b u r g h  D i r e c t o r y  f o r  
1815 ( P i t t s b u r g h :  Jam es M. R i d d l e ,  1815) .
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o f  t h e  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and  p r o s p e r i t y  had stemmed 
from  t h e  n e a rb y  c o a l  d e p o s i t s  on Coal H i l l  (now Mt, 
W ashing ton) an d  t h e  r i v e r  t r a d e  r e s u l t i n g  from th e s e  
d e p o s i t s .  I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  g rew , an d  i n  1843 th e  S o u th  
S id e  p ro d u ced  goods w o r th  two and  a  h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s , 55 
By 18 7 0 , s e v e n t y - s i x  g l a s s  f a c t o r i e s  were i n  o p e r a t i o n  
t h e r e ,  l e a d i n g  t o  th e  c la im  t h a t  th e  South  S ide  was th e  
g l a s s  i n d u s t r y  c e n t e r  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s , T h e  p o p u la ­
t i o n  o f  th e  Sou th  S id e  was a p p r o x im a te ly  4 ,0 0 0  by t h e n , 57 
So im p o r ta n t  had th e  Sou th  S id e  become to  P i t t s b u r g h  t h a t  
th e  Birmingham P a s s e n g e r  R a ilw ay  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  I860 t o  
p r o v id e  e a s i e r  a n d  more r a p i d  a c c e s s , 58 The r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r e a s  h o u sed  th e  o l d e r  E n g l i s h  and S c o t c h - I r i s h  and th e  
new er a r r i v a l s ,  t h e  Germans a n d  t h e  I r i s h ,  By t h e  188 0 ’ s ,  
g l a s s  m a n u fa c tu r in g  had been  r e p l a c e d  by a  b u rg e o n in g  i r o n  
and  s t e e l  I n d u s t r y ,  The m i l l s  demanded a  l a r g e  and  cheap  
l a b o r  f o r c e ,  and  l a r g e  numbers o f  e a s t e r n  E uropeans  were 
r e c r u i t e d  i n  Europe and sh ip p e d  t o  t h e  m i l l s  o f  th e  S ou th  
S id e ,
By 1924 t h e  Sou th  S id e  was i n  r e a l i t y  a  m i l l  tow n. 
Even i t s  v e ry  s t r e e t s  b o re  t h e  names o f  th e  w ives and 
d a u g h te r s  o f  t h e  s t e e l  b a r o n s .  S t e e l  dom inated  a l l .  M i l l s
55p a i l y  Advocate ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  Feb ruary  6, 1844, 
56samuel F ahnes to ck , o£, c i t , , p , 3»
57p o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  May I 5 , I 85 I .
58p o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  J a n u a r y  2 , I860 ,
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sp ra w le d  a lo n g  th e  r i v e r  f r o n t  from Sou th  T e n th  S t r e e t  t o  
Sou th  T w e n t y - f i f t h  S t r e e t ,  and  r a i l  l i n e s  and  r a i l r o a d  
y a rd s  s t r e t c h e d  l i k e  a  web th ro u g h  th e  a r e a .  T in  p l a t i n g  
p l a n t s ,  meat p a c k in g  h o u s e s ,  b r e w e r i e s ,  i r o n  w o rk s ,  g l a s s  
h o u s e s ,  and  w areh o u ses  c l u s t e r e d  i n  t h e  f l a t  l a n d  n o t  occu ­
p ie d  by th e  m i l l s .  And beyond t h e  m i l l  g a t e s  were s t r e e t  
a f t e r  s t r e e t  o f  row h o u ses  i n  which th e  m i l l  w o rk e rs  and 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d —th e  P o le s ,  th e  Germans, th e  
L i t h u a n i a n s ,  t h e  R u s s ia n s ,  t h e  S e r b s ,  th e  I t a l i a n s ,  and  
th e  S l o v a k s ,59 C arson  S t r e e t ,  r u n n in g  e a s t - w e s t  th ro u g h  
th e  l e n g t h  of t h e  South  S id e ,  vias th e  c e n t e r  o f  r e t a i l  
a c t i v i t y .  Here w ere th e  c l o t h i n g  and f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e s ,  th e  
movie h o u s e s ,  g ro c e ry  s t o r e s ,  t a v e r n s  and  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  d rug  
and  dime s t o r e s ,  second-hand  s t o r e s ,  a n d  th e  s o c i a l  h a l l s  
o f  th e  f o r e i g n  b o r n .  Beyond C arson  S t r e e t  and  t h e  lo w lan d ,  
on th e  r e l a t i v e l y  h a b i t a b l e ,  l e s s  p r e c i p i t o u s  s l o p e s ,  
h o u ses  c lu n g  t o  th e  h i l l s i d e s —h o u ses  w i th  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
s t o r i e s  on t h e  downslope s id e  and  two s t o r i e s  on t h e  u p -  
s lo p e  s i d e ,  h o u se s  o n ly  a c c e s s i b l e  i n  many c a s e s  by wooden 
b o ard w alk s  r e a c h in g  o u t from c o b b le s to n e  s t r e e t s  o r  by lo n g  
wooden s t a i r w a y s  r i s i n g  from f a r  be low . Even th o u g h  down­
town P i t t s b u r g h  was o n ly  a  f i v e  or t e n  m in u te  t r o l l e y  r i d e .
5 9 u ,S ,  D epartm ent o f  Commerce, B ureau  o f  th e  Census, 
F o u r t e e n th  Census o f t h e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  o£ , c i t , , p ,  902,; 
Erasmus W ilso n , "Tfie" Q u ie t  O b s e rv e r ,” G a z e t te  Times ( P i t t s ­
bu rgh ) , F e b r u a ry  24, I 9 I I ,
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many S o u th  S i d e r s  seldom c r o s s e d  th e  r i v e r ,  and  t h e r e  was a  
f e e l i n g  t h a t  S ou th  S id e  was a  l i t t l e  town u n to  i t s e l f .
The to p s  o f  t h e  b l u f f s  had s e e n  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  
a l s o .  I n  th e  1820*s ,  a  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on 
Mt, W ash ing ton , th e n  c a l l e d  C oal H i l l ,  t o  mine th e  c o a l  
fo u n d  t h e r e .  The c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  P i t t s b u r g h  and  Coal 
H i l l  T u rn p ik e  in  1828 f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  movement o f  c o a l  and 
p e o p le  b e tw e e n  b l u f f s  and  lo w la n d ,^0
S e t t l e m e n t  expanded l i t t l e  on t h e  b l u f f s  u n t i l  1870 
when th e  Monongahela I n c l i n e d  P la n e  Company i n i t i a t e d  r a i l ­
way s e r v i c e  be tw een  C arson  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  S m ith -  
f i e l d  B r id g e  and  G randview  Avenue more th a n  400 f e e t  above 
Mt. W ash ing ton , The c a b le  c a r s  t r a v e l e d  on a n  i n c l i n e d  
t r a c k  a b o u t  640 f e e t  in  l e n g t h  s e t  a t  a  g ra d e  o f  35 
d e g r e e s , 6 l  D uring th e  n e x t  two d e c a d e s ,  e ig h t  more i n ­
c l i n e d  p la n e  r a i lw a y s  were b u i l t  c o n n e c t in g  t h e  lo w lan d s  o f  
t h e  S o u th  S id e  w i th  t h e  B l u f f s ,  The i n c l i n e d  p la n e  c a r s ,  
c r e a k in g  up a n d  down th e  s t e e p ,  ro c k y  s lo p e s  came t o  con­
n o te  P i t t s b u r g h  a lm o s t  a s  much a s  i t s  m i l l s .  By I 900 th e  
h i l l t o p  showed a  f a i r  s c a t t e r i n g  o f  p o p u la t io n  w i th  A r l i n g ­
to n  and  W a rr in g to n  Avenues r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  main a r t e r i e s  
and  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t s .  By 1924 t h e  h i l l t o p s  were f a i r l y  
h e a v i l y  p o p u la te d  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  of lo w er  m idd le  and 
m id d le  q u a l i t y  h o u s in g .
^Qp i t t s b u r g h  G a z e t t e , Ju n e  24 , 1828, 
ü l p o s t  ( P i t t s b u r g h ) ,  A ugust 23, 186?,
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The h i l l y  u p la n d  s o u th  o f t h e  b l u f f s ,  b e tw een  th e  
b l u f f s  and  t h e  deep  c u t  o f  Saw M i l l  Run, had rem ain ed  q u i t e  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  an d  s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  1899 when a  s t r e e t  
r a i lw a y  t u n n e l  was c u t  th ro u g h  Mt, W ash ing ton  and  a n  i n t e r -  
u rb a n  t r o l l e y  l i n e  was e x te n d e d  from  downtown th ro u g h  th e  
t u n n e l  t o  t h e  s o u th  b o r o u g h s . T h e  s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  f o l ­
lowed i n  B eechv iew , West L i b e r t y ,  an d  G a r r i c k  r e c e i v e d  a n  
even g r e a t e r  im p e tu s  w ith  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l e - lo n g  
a u to m o b i le  t u n n e l ,  t h e  L i b e r t y  T u b e s ,  th ro u g h  Mt, W ashing­
to n  i n  1923,^3  S e t t l e m e n t  p ro ceed ed  r a p i d l y .  M ajor 
t h o r o u g h f a r e s  such  a s  Saw M il l  Run B o u le v a r d ,  West L i b e r t y  
Avenue, B r o o k l in e  B o u le v a rd ,  and  B r o w n s v i l l e  Road were soon 
t o  c a r r y  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  th e  s o u th e r n  m a rg in s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h — 
B r o o k l in e ,  E d g eb ro o k , O verbrook , an d  b ey o n d . I n  1924, 
th e n ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  S o u th  H i l l s  was a  f a i r l y  
h e a v i l y  p o p u la te d  community of m odest h o u s e s  an d  s m a l l  
n e ig h b o rh o o d  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t s ,  a id e d  i n  grow th  by th e  
s t r e e t  r a i lw a y  t u n n e l  an d  i n t e r - u r b a n  l i n e .  The s o u th e r n  
p o r t i o n  was on th e  v e rg e  o f  a  g r e a t  s e t t l e m e n t  su rg e  
s p u r r e d  by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  L i b e r t y  T u b es ,  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  s o u th  p r e s e n t e d  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t s  i n  1924: t h e
r i v e r  lo w la n d  t e r r a c e ,  an  - im portan t i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  d i s t r i c t  
w i th  a  s t r o n g  com m erc ia l s t r i p  and  a  d e n s e l y  p o p u la te d  a r e a  
o f m odest h o u s in g ;  t h e  b l u f f s ,  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  o f  modest
^^P i t t s b u r g h  L e a d e r , Sep tem ber I 9 , 1899, 
^3p i t t s b u r g h  P r e s s , J u l y  16 , 1923.
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h o u s in g ;  a n d  t h e  h i l l y  u p la n d  p h y s i c a l l y  and  c u l t u r a l l y  
s u b u rb a n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of a  g r e a t  r e s i d e n t i a l  boom.
T h e se ,  t h e n ,  w ere  t h e  m a jo r  a r e a s  a n d  com m unities  
an d  how th e y  a p p e a r e d  i n  1924 a t  th e  t im e  when J e w is h  immi­
g r a n t s ,  f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s ,  c e a s e d  coming t o  
P i t t s b u r g h —t h e  y e a r  t h a t  was r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p e r io d  
w hich  was t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  g r e a t  b r e a k  o f  Jew s from  t h e  H i l l .
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CEA.PTER IV
SETTLEMENT PATTERN OF JEWS IN 
PITTSBURGH FROM 1924 TO 1938
A lth o u g h  th e  dom inance o f  t h e  H i l l  i n  J e w ish  s e t t l e ­
ment was t o  b e  sh ak en  s e v e r e l y  a f t e r  1924, t h e r e  had b een  
some o u t  m i g r a t i o n  from t h e  H i l l  lo n g  b e f o r e  t h i s  t im e .  As 
h a s  b e e n  i n d i c a t e d ,  German Jews had begun moving from  down­
town P i t t s b u r g h  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  A l le g h e n y  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 's  and 
I 8 6 0 ' s .  T h e i r  sy n a g o g u e , t h e  Rodef Shalom, rem ain ed  a t  
E ig h th  S t r e e t  a n d  Penn Avenue i n  downtown P i t t s b u r g h ,  f o r  
t h e  members o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  had a d o p te d  Reform Juda ism  
a n d  th u s  were n o t  f o r b i d d e n  to  r i d e  on t h e  S a b b a th  and  
m a jo r  h o l i d a y s , ^  However, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  t u r n  o f  th e  
c e n t u r y ,  i t  was e v id e n t  t h a t  German Jews were r e t u r n i n g  to  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  E a s t  End, S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  and 
O a k la n d ,2 The Rodef Shalom C o n g re g a t io n  d e c id e d  to  b u i l d  a  
new synagogue t o  m ee t t h i s  t r e n d .  I n  1907, th e  Rodef Shalom 
C o n g re g a t io n  e r e c t e d  a  new synagogue i n  S h ad y s id e  on F i f t h  
Avenue a t  Morewood S t r e e t . 3 S h ad y s id e  was c e n t r a l  t o  
O ak land , E a s t  End, an d  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  where many o f  t h e  
German Jews w ere th e n  m oving.
^I s r a e l i t e  (New Y o rk ),  F e b ru a ry  5 ,  1864,
ZRodef Shalom C o n g re g a t io n ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  A r c h iv e s ,  
M inu tes  Volume, J a n u a r y ,  1902 t o  March, I 9 0 7 , p p .  66 " a » ,  
68 " a " ,  7 8 ,
3 c o o p e r ,  og , c i t , . p ,  25; Rodef Shalom, o£ , c i t . . 
A p r i l ,  1907 t o  M arch, 1912, p ,  207 ,
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I n  1906 , t h e  second  o l d e s t  J e w ish  c o n g r e g a t io n  i n  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  t h e  T re e  o f  L i f e ,  moved from i t s  synagogue a t  
F o u r th  Avenue a t  Ross S t r e e t  i n  downtown P i t t s b u r g h  a t  t h e  
w e s te rn  m arg in  o f t h e  H i l l  t o  a  new b u i l d i n g  on C r a f t  Ave­
nue n e a r  F o rb e s  Avenue i n  o r d e r  t o  s e rv e  t h e  g row ing  number 
o f  Jews in  w e s te rn  a n d  s o u th e r n  O ak lan d ,^
In  1904 , i n  E a s t  L i b e r t y ,  th e  B ’Nai I s r a e l  C ongre­
g a t i o n  was founded  by l e s s  t h a n  a  s c o re  o f  J e w ish  f a m i l i e s .  
I n i t i a l l y ,  s e r v i c e s  w ere h e l d  i n  th e  Cameraphone B u i ld in g  on 
Penn Avenue a t  F ra h k s to w n  Avenue and  l a t e r  i n  th e  M asonic 
B u i ld in g  on C o l l i n s  A venue, By 1922, t h e  c o n g r e g a t io n  had 
enough members t o  b e g in  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  synagogue on 
N egley  Avenue n e a r  R u r a l  s t r e e t , ^  A lso  i n  E a s t  L i b e r t y ,  a  
s m a l l  c o n g re g a t io n  was form ed i n  I 9 I 8 , th e  A dath  J e s h u r u n ,  
which met in  a  hou se  on N o r th  S t ,  C l a i r  S t r e e t  n e a r  M argar-  
e t t a  S t r e e t , 6
The f i r s t  c o n g r e g a t io n  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  a p p e a re d  
i n  19174 A few Jews o rg a n iz e d  th e  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  C ongrega­
t i o n ,  which was t o  become t h e  B e th  Shalom C o n g re g a t io n  
two y e a r s  l a t e r .  T h e i r  s e r v i c e s  were co n d u c ted  i n  a
^T ree  o f  L i f e  C o n g re g a t io n ,  A H i s to r y  o f  t h e  T ree  
o f  L i f e . 1864-1952 ( P i t t s b u r g h :  T re e  o f  L i f e  C o n g re g a t io n ,
1952).
^B 'N ai I s r a e l  C o n g re g a t io n ,  Golden A n n iv e r s a ry  
Book. 1904-1954 ( P i t t s b u r g h :  B 'N a i I s r a e l  C o n g re g a t io n ,
,
^Cooper, 0£ ,  c i t , . p ,  101,
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second  f l o o r  s to re ro o m  on F o rb e s  S t r e e t  n e a r  Murray 
A venue.7
By 1924 , f o u r  o t h e r  J e w ish  c o n g r e g a t io n s  were f u n c ­
t i o n i n g  o u t s i d e  th e  H i l l ,  A l l  were s n a i l ,  h e ld  s e r v i c e s  i n  
r e n t e d  s to re ro o m s  and r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  a t t e m p t  by a  h a n d fu l  o f  
Jews t o  m a in t a in  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  bonds w h ile  o p e r a t i n g  r e t a i l  
b u s in e s s e s  an d  l i v i n g  i n  G e n t i l e  d i s t r i c t s .  Two o f  th e s e  
c o n g r e g a t io n s  were on th e  N o rth  S id e — th e  B e th  I s r a e l  on E a s t  
S t r e e t  n e a r  E a s t  Ohio S t r e e t ,  and  th e  B e th  Jehuda  a t  C hateau  
and  Nixon S t r e e t s  i n  M a n ch es te r ,  I n  t h e  S ou th  S id e ,  th e  
Talmud T o ra h  C o n g re g a t io n  was l o c a t e d  on S a rah  S t r e e t  n e a r  
C arso n  S t r e e t ,  I n  th e  S t r i p  on L i b e r t y  Avenue a t  Tw enty- 
E ig h th  S t r e e t ,  t h e  Ohave Slmlom had  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,®  The 
Ohave Shalom was l o c a t e d  o p p o s i t e  t h e  w h o le s a le  p roduce  d i s ­
t r i c t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  and was o r g a n iz e d  n o t  o n ly  t o  meet th e  r e ­
l i g i o u s  n e e d s  o f th e  s c a t t e r i n g  of Jew s i n  th e  S t r i p  and 
L a w r e n c e v i l l e , b u t  a l s o  t o  p ro v id e  a  p l a c e  o f  m orning w o rsh ip  
f o r  th e  O rthodox w h o le s a le r s  and  g r o c e r s  who came t o  th e  p r o ­
duce y a r d s  b e f o r e  dawn. Thus, i n  1924, n in e  Jew ish  c o n g re g a ­
t i o n s  were l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  th e  H i l l ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  Jew ish  
com m unities  e x i s t e d  i n  a r e a s  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  H i l l ,  Of th e s e  
c o n g r e g a t io n s ,  o n ly  t h e  Rodef Shalom had  a  l a r g e  m em bership.
^C ongregation B eth Shalom, F i f t i e t h  A nniversary  
Commemorative I s su e  (P ittsb u rg h ; C ongregation  Beth Shalom,
ÏWT
^P i t t s b u r g h  Je w ish  Community Book ( P i t t s b u r g h :  
J e w ish  C r i t e r i o n  C o . ,  1 9 2 4 ) , p p .  2&, 3Ï» 32, 44 , 4?: 
P i t t s b u r g h  D i r e c to r y  ( P i t t s b u r g h ;  R, L , P o lk  and  Company,
1 9 2 4 ) ,  p .  6 3 ,
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Seven o f  them w ere so  s m a l l  t h a t  a  mlnyan was o f t e n  d i f f i ­
c u l t  t o  a s se m b le  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  S a b b a th  a n d  m a jo r  h o l i ­
d a y s .  I n  t h e  H i l l ,  more tk a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  c o n g r e g a t io n s  w ere 
f u n c t io n i n g  i n  1924, a  number o f  them q u i t e  l a r g e  and  lo n g  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  were p e rh a p s  tw e n ty  c o n g re ­
g a t i o n s  w hich  were s c a r c e l y  more th a n  " m in y a n - s i z e , "  u s u a l l y  
h o ld in g  s e r v i c e s  i n  one o f  t h e  member’ s hom es.9
Je w ish  m i g r a t i o n  from  t h e  H i l l  s h a r p l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  
th e  y e a r s  f o l lo w in g  1924. The movement s low ed d u r in g  th e  
d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  a s  P i t t s b u r g h  r e e l e d  u n d e r  t h e  c a v in g  i n  
o f  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  economy. The m i g r a t i o n  r e g a in e d  momentum 
d u r in g  th e  second  h a l f  o f  t h e  1930’ s a s  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s economy 
r e v iv e d  th ro u g h  t h e  im p ac t o f  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  e x p e n d i t u r e s .  
W ith th e  a d v e n t  o f  World War I I ,  J e w ish  m i g r a t i o n  from th e  
H i l l  slow ed once m ore . The p e r io d  b e tw een  W orld Wars I  and  
I I  marked t h e  g r e a t  b r e a k in g  away from th e  H i l l  by t h e  Jew s .  
P r i o r  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  overw helm ing m a j o r i t y  o f  Jews 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  H i l l  w i t h  s m a l l  n u c l e i  o f  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  
O akland , E a s t  L i b e r t y ,  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  a n d  s c a t t e r i n g s  i n  
th e  N o rth  S id e  a n d  S o u th  S id e .  By t h e  end  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  W orld War I I ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P i t t s ­
b u r g h ’ s Jews had underg o n e  a  s t r i k i n g  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .
By 1938 t h e  J e w ish  p o p u la t i o n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  was 
no lo n g e r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  one, huge n u c l e u s —th e  H i l l .
9p i t t s b u r g h  J e w ish  Community Book, o p . c i t . . pp . 
1 8 -7 2 , p a s s im ; P i t t s b u r g h  D i r e c t o r y . 1924, 0£ .  c i t . , 
p p .  63-VT,
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I n s t e a d ,  f o u r  s t r o n g  n u c l e i  o f  J e w ish  p o p u l a t i o n  had  c l e a r l y  
fo rm ed : t h e  H i l l ,  O a k la n d ,  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  and  E a s t  End.
Of t h e  f o u r  a r e a s .  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  c o n ta in e d  t h e  m ost Jews 
a n d  had  r e p l a c e d  t h e  H i l l  a s  t h e  c o r e  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  
i n  P i t t s b u r g h .  ( F ig u r e  6)
The m ain  s t r e a m  o f  m i g r a t i o n  from  t h e  H i l l  had  
f lo w e d  e a s t — t o  O ak lan d ,  E a s t  End, and  S q u i r r e l  H i l l .  No 
g e n e r a l  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  Jew s th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  had t a k e n  
p l a c e .  Only sm a l l  s c a t t e r i n g s  o f  Jews w ere fo u n d  o u t s i d e  
t h e  f o u r  n u c l e i  a n d  i n  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  same a r e a s  a s  i n  1924— 
t h e  M a n c h e s te r  a n d  E a s t  Ohio s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  N o r th  S id e ,  
t h e  S o u th  S id e  f l a t s  a n d  B eechview  a r e a  o f  t h e  S o u th  H i l l s ,  
Homewood, H azelw ood, a n d  th e  S t r i p .
A l th o u g h  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Jews i n  1938 was n o t  
n e a r l y  a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  p r e c e d in g  g e n e r a t i o n ,  
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  c o n t in u e d  t o  r e v e a l  a  s t r o n g  n u c l e ­
a t e d  q u a l i t y .  What i s  o b v io u s  from  even  a  c u r s o r y  ex am in a­
t i o n  o f  F i g u r e s  8 a n d  9 an d  T a b le s  1 an d  2 i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
m ost o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s c e n s u s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  a lm o s t  no 
J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s  a n d  t h a t  th e  overw helm ing  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  
J e w is h  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v e d  i n  a  few , v e r y  few  c e n s u s  t r a c t s .
One c e n s u s  t r a c t  a l o n e ,  14g i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  c o n ­
t a i n e d  1 ,442  J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s  o r  a lm o s t  15 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  
t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  C ensus t r a c t  14H 
i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  14g , in c lu d e d  1 ,120  J e w is h  
h o u s e h o ld s  o r  more t h a n  12 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  J e w is h  
h o u s e h o ld s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .  T h u s ,  two a d j o i n i n g  c e n s u s
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t r a c t s  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  14o a n d  14H, r e p r e s e n t i n g  one p e r  
c e n t  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  194 c e n su s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  2 ,5 6 2  Je w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s ,  26 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  o f 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  F iv e  c e n su s  t r a c t s — 14g , 14h , l 4 l  o f  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l ;  4P o f  O ak lan d ; and  3E o f  th e  H i l l ,  c o m p r is in g  2 ,5  p e r  
c e n t  o f  th e  c i t y ’ s  c e n su s  t r a c t s —h e ld  3 ,8 3 4  J e w is h  h o u se ­
h o ld s  o r  40 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  of 
P i t t s b u r g h ,
To i n d i c a t e  f u r t h e r  t h e  m arked c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  
J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t ,  16 c e n su s  t r a c t s —3D, JE, 5C, 51 o f  th e  
H i l l ,  4P o f  O ak lan d ; lOD, l l B ,  I IC , llH  o f  E a s t  End; 14A, 
I4c, 14g , 14h , a n d  l4 l o f S q u i r r e l  H i l l — c o m p r is in g  8 p e r  
c e n t  o f  th e  c i t y ’ s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  7 ,0 1 9  J e w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  o r  71 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  o f  th e  
c i t y .  I n  o n ly  20 c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  t h e  a fo re m e n tio n e d  16 p lu s  
llB  o f th e  H i l l  an d  4 g , 4H, an d  4 l o f O ak lan d , d id  th e  
num ber o f  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  a c c o u n t  f o r  m ore t h a n  one p e r  
c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .
Of th e  c i t y ’ s  194 c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  65 t r a c t s  o r  34 
p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l ,  in c lu d e d  3 o r  l e s s  J e w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  E ig h t  t r a c t s ,  o r  4 ,1  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  t r a c t s ,  had 
no J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  a t  a l l .
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  i s  f u r t h e r  
in d i c a t e d  by T a b le  3 an d  F ig u r e  9» The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  in  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  t h e  H i l l ,  E a s t  End, and  O akland a r e  s h a rp ly  
p o r t r a y e d  on t h i s  map an d  p e rh a p s ,  even  more s t r i k i n g ,  th e  
g r e a t  ex p an se  o f  l i t e r a l l y  no J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t .  From
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T a b le  3» I t  can  b e  se en  t h a t  116 cen su s  t r a c t s ,  60 p e r  c e n t 
o f  th e  t o t a l  c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  c o n ta in e d  few er th a n  10 Jew ish  
h o u se h o ld s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  o n ly  388 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s ,  o r
3 .0  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  in  P i t t s b u r g h .  An 
a d d i t i o n a l  49 c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  25 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  c e n ­
su s  t r a c t s ,  c o n ta in e d  10 t o  49 Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  f o r  a  
t o t a l  o f 1 ,140  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  r e p r e s e n t in g  1 1 .2  p e r  c e n t 
o f th e  c i t y ' s  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .
The g r e a t  m a jo r i ty  o f cen su s  t r a c t s , 165 t r a c t s  o f 
th e  t o t a l  o f  194—more th a n  85 p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  t r a c t s —had 
l e s s  t t e n  50 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , and m ost o f  t h e s e ,  a s  has 
b een  i n d i c a t e d ,  c o n ta in e d  l e s s  th a n  10 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .
On th e  o th e r  h an d , o n ly  14 cen su s  t r a c t s  in c lu d e d  a  
l a r g e  number o f  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s , from 200 to  799 . Two 
t r a c t s  co m p rised  huge s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  th e  800 t o  1 ,5 9 9  ra n g e , 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  1 ,1 4 2  and  1 ,1 2 0 , The m id d le  g round  o f 50 to  
200 J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  was s c a r c e ly  r e p r e s e n te d ;  o n ly  13 
t r a c t s  f e l l  i n  t h i s  c a te g o r y .
A g a in , th e  c o n c e n tr a te d  q u a l i t y  o f J e w ish  s e t t l e ­
m ent i s  s e e n  from  F ig u re  9 an d  T a b le  4 , d e a l in g  w ith  p e r ­
c e n ta g e  o f Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s . 
A lm ost 90 p e r  c e n t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h 's  cen su s  t r a c t s ,  1?4 
t r a c t s ,  c o n ta in e d  so  few  Je w ish  h o u seh o ld s  t h a t  e a c h  of 
th e s e  t r a c t s  f a i l e d  t o  a c h ie v e  one p e r  c e n t  o f  Je w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  o f t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s . One t r a c t ,  14G in  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  .5  p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  t r a c t s ,  f e l l
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In  th e  12 t o  16 p e r  c e n t  r a n g e ;  a n d  one t r a c t  a g a in ,  l^H in  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  was in c lu d e d  in  th e  8 t o  12 p e r  c e n t  c a te g o r y .
F ig u re  10 and  T a b le s  5 an d  6 in d ic a te  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  
o f  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  p e r  c e n su s  t r a c t .  
A g a in  th e  m arked u n ev en n ess  o f  J e w ish  d i s t r i b u t i o n  shows 
c l e a r l y .  I n  100 t r a c t s ,  more th a n  h a l f  o f  a l l  t r a c t s ,
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  com prised  l e s s  th a n  one p e r  c e n t o f  t o t a l  
h o u s e h o ld s . In  68 t r a c t s ,  35 p e r  c e n t of th e  t o t a l ,  Je w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  com prised  1 t o  10 p e r  c e n t  o f a l l  h o u s e h o ld s .
Thus in  168 t r a c t s ,  a lm o s t 8? p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  t r a c t s ,
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  form ed l e s s  th a n  10 p e r  c e n t o f t o t a l  
h o u s e h o ld s . On th e  o th e r  han d , i n  3 cen su s  t r a c t s ,  1 .5  
p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  t r a c t s ,  Jew ish  h o u se h o ld s  co m p rised  more 
th a n  h a l f  o f  a l l  h o u se h o ld s . T hese  3 t r a c t s  w ere 14H 
i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  7 1 .0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s ; l4 o
i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  69 .8  p e r  c e n t ;  i n  IIB  in  E a s t  End, 5 0 .9
p e r  c e n t .  Je w ish  h o u seh o ld s  co m p rised  20 to  50 p e r  c e n t  of 
a l l  h o u se h o ld s  in  I 3 t r a c t s ,  6 .7  p e r  c e n t  of a l l  t r a c t s —
3D, 3E, 5H, 51 i n  th e  H i l l ;  4 o , 4 l  i n  O akland; I IC , l l F ,
I IH , in  E a s t  End; 14A, l4 c ,  l 4 l  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ;  and  I 5A
in  G r e e n f ie ld .
In  summary, th e  overw helm ing  m a jo r i ty  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s 
c en su s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  a lm o s t  no Jew s, a  few t r a c t s  co n ­
t a in e d  a  m odera te  number o f Jew s, a n d  a  v e ry  few t r a c t s  
in c lu d e d  n e a r ly  a l l  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  Jew ry .
G rouping P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  Jew s by a r e a s  w i th in  th e  c i t y  
r e f l e c t e d  once more th e  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  th e  Je w ish
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p o p u la t io n  a s  c a n  be s e e n  i n  T a b le  7» The f o u r  c e n t e r s  o f 
J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t—S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  th e  H i l l ,  E a s t  E nd, and  
O ak land—w ere s t r i k i n g l y  a p p a r e n t .  T o g e th e r  th e y  a c c o u n te d  
f o r  91 p e r  c e n t o f  th e  J e w is h  h o u se h o ld s  o f P i t t s b u r g h .  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l  a lo n e  c o n ta in e d  a lm o s t h a l f  o f  th e s e  h o u s e ­
h o ld s .  I n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  Jew s co m p rised  a lm o s t 30 p e r  c e n t  
o f  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n .  A l l  th e  o th e r  a r e a s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  
w ere in c o n s e q u e n t ia l  a s  f a r  a s  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  was co n ­
c e rn e d  .
Of c o u r s e ,  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  was n o t d i s t r i b u t e d  
e v e n ly  i n  each  of th e  a r e a s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .  F ig u r e  11 i n d i ­
c a t e s  t h e  u n ev en n ess  o f th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  
J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  c e n te r e d  on M urray Avenue b e tw een  F o rb e s  
S t r e e t  and  F orw ard  A venue, t h e  i n i t i a l  s i t e  o f  J e w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t  in  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ;  i t  e x te n d ed  w es t to  S c h e n le y  
P a rk  an d  e a s t  to  F r ic k  P a r k .  S e t t le m e n t  was p u s h in g  n o r th  
t o  F o rb e s ,  a  v e ry  f a s h io n a b le  a n d , i n  p l a c e s ,  e x c lu s iv e  
a r e a  a lo n g  Shady A venue, D e n n is to n  A venue, N ightm an S t r e e t ,  
and  Beechwood B o u le v a rd . S o u th  o f F o rw ard  A venue, J e w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t  was e x te n d in g  a lo n g  M urray A venue, Shady A venue, 
an d  Beechwood B o u lev a rd  i n t o  th e  G r e e n f ie ld  d i s t r i c t  o f 
s o u th e r n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l .  I n  th e  H i l l ,  by  1938, Jew s had  
b e en  l a r g e l y  r e p la c e d  by N egroes and  I t a l i a n s  i n  th e  lo w e r 
H i l l ,  t h e  m ost d e t e r i o r a t e d  s e c t io n  o f th e  H i l l .  The 
H i l l ' s  Jew s w ere c o n c e n tr a te d  i n  th e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  
H i l l  b e tw een  T a n n e h i l l  S t r e e t  an d  K i r k p a t r i c k  S t r e e t  w ith  
a n o th e r  g ro u p in g  in  H erro n  H i l l ,  th e  e a s t e r n  o r  u p p e r  H i l l ,
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c o n s id e re d  t o  be  th e  m ost d e s i r a b l e  s e c t io n  o f th e  H i l l .
I n  th e  E a s t  End, Jew s w ere lo c a te d  p r im a r i ly  i n  th e  a r e a  
bounded by  R u ra l  S t r e e t  on th e  s o u th ,  H ig h lan d  P a rk  on th e  
n o r th .  N o rth  S t .  C l a i r  S t r e e t  on th e  e a s t ,  an d  N o rth  
N eg ley  A v en u e-M o rn in g sid e  Avenue on th e  w e s t. T h is  was th e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  h e a r t  o f  E a s t  End; i t  was se rv e d  by th e  two 
n o r th - s o u th  th o r o u g h f a r e s ,  N o rth  N egley  Avenue an d  N o rth  
H ig h lan d  A venue. O akland showed a  m arked c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f 
Jew s i n  i t s  s o u th w e s te rn  s e c t io n ,  in  th e  a r e a  bounded by 
Lawn an d  F r a z i e r  S t r e e t s  on th e  s o u th .  Bouquet S t r e e t  on 
t h e  n o r th ,  F o rb e s  Avenue on th e  w e s t,  and  P ark v iew  S t r e e t  
on th e  e a s t .  T h is  was a n  a r e a  o f  m odest h o u s in g  n o t  u n ­
l i k e  th e  b e t t e r  h o u s in g  o f  th e  H i l l ,  q u i t e  c lo s e  t o  down­
tow n P i t t s b u r g h .  E a s te r n  O akland an d  S h ad y sid e  c o n s is te d  
o f  h o u se s  an d  a p a r tm e n ts  to o  e x p e n s iv e , in  th e  m ain , f o r  
c o n s id e r a t io n  by m ost Jew s le a v in g  th e  H i l l .
O u ts id e  o f  th e s e  f o u r  a r e a s  o f  Jew ish  c o n c e n t r a t io n .  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  th e  H i l l ,  E a s t  End, an d  O akland, J e w ish  
p o p u la t io n  was q u i t e  s c a t t e r e d  an d  l im i te d  i n  num bers.
The v e ry  s m a ll g ro u p in g  o r  c l u s t e r s  t h a t  d id  o c cu r  w ere 
u s u a l ly  found  in  th e  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t s  o f  th e s e  a r e a s  w ith  
Jew s o p e r a t in g  sm a ll r e t a i l  e s ta b l is h m e n ts  and v e ry  o f te n  
l i v i n g  in  a  f l a t  above  th e  s to re ro o m . In  Hom ewood-Brushton, 
su c h  a  g ro u p  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  f i f t y  h o u seh o ld s  e x i s t e d  
a lo n g  F ran k s to w n  A venue, th e  m ain b u s in e s s  s t r e e t  o f  th e  
d i s t r i c t .  I n  th e  S ou th  S id e -S o u th  H i l l s  a r e a ,  th e  wide 
s c a t t e r i n g  o f Jew s in  t h i s  g r e a t  expanse o f  t e r r i t o r y
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showed o n ly  tw o s m a ll  g ro u p in g s .  On th e  i n d u s t r i a l  lo w lan d , 
S ou th  S id e ,  a b o u t  s ix ty  h o u se h o ld s  w ere lo c a te d  a lo n g  and 
j u s t  t o  th e  s o u th  o f  C arson  S t r e e t ,  th e  m ain b u s in e s s  
s t r e e t ,  b e tw een  S ou th  T en th  and  S o u th  Tw enty-Second S t r e e t ,  
I n  th e  S o u th  H i l l s ,  a  c l u s t e r i n g  of p e rh a p s  e ig h ty  h o u se ­
h o ld s  e x i s t e d  i n  th e  B eech v iew -B ro o k lin e  d i s t r i c t ,  n e a r  
th e  b u s in e s s  s e c t i o n —Broadvray S t r e e t  i n  B eechview  and  
B ro o k lin e  B o u lev a rd  in  B r o o k l in e ,  The v e ry  few  Jews o f th e  
N orth  S id e  w ere lo c a te d  p r im a r i ly  i n  th e  lo w er N o rth  S id e , 
I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a  g ro u p in g  o f  a b o u t f o r t y  h o u se h o ld s  e x i s te d  
in  th e  E a s t  Ohio S t r e e t  b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  o f  D utchtow n, 
b e tw een  C edar Avenue and  C h e s tn u t S t r e e t ;  an d  a b o u t s ix ty  
h o u se h o ld s  w ere lo c a te d  in  M a n c h e s te r , c e n te r in g  on th e  
B eav er Avenue b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  be tw een  A lle g h e n y  Avenue 
and N ixon S t r e e t ,  I n  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  lo w lan d s  o f  Hazelwood 
and  Glenwood, th e  Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , t o t a l i n g  l e s s  tlm n  
s ix t y  f o r  th e  w hole d i s t r i c t ,  showed a  s l i g h t  g ro u p in g  
a lo n g  and  b e h in d  Second Avenue be tw een  Hazelwood Avenue 
and  J o h n s to n  S t r e e t ,  Only f o r t y  Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  e x i s t e d  
i n  th e  e n t i r e  S t r ip - L a w r e n c e v i l le  a r e a -  Most o f th e s e  were 
lo c a te d  in  L a w re n c e v il le  b e h in d  B u t le r  S t r e e t  betw een  
F i f t y - F i r s t  an d  F i f t y - F i f t h  S t r e e t s ,  The h a n d fu l o f  Jews 
who l i v e d  in  th e  C e n tr a l  B u s in e s s  D i s t r i c t  w ere perm anent 
r e s i d e n t s  o f  downtown h o t e l s .
T h u s , th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f P i t t s b u r g h 's  Jew s in  
1938 in d ic a te d  t h a t  a  g e n e r a t io n  o f movement from  th e  H i l l  
had le d  t o  no g ran d  d i s p e r s a l  o f  Jew s th ro u g h o u t th e  c i t y
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b u t  t o  an  e s ta b l is h m e n t  o f  th r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  
o f  Jew ish  p o p u la t io n  in  th e  more a f f l u e n t  a r e a s  o f th e  
c i t y  t o  th e  e a s t  o f  th e  H i l l ,  i n  O ak land , E a s t  End, and  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l .
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CHAPTER V
SETTLEMENT PATTERN OF JEWS IN 
PITTSBURGH FROM 1938 TO I 963
As th e  P i t t s b u r g h  o f I 963 d i f f e r e d  from  t h a t  o f 
1938 , so  had th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f Jew s w i th in  th e  c i t y  
u n d e rg o n e  ch an g es  s in c e  1938. I n  1938, Je w ish  s e t t le m e n t  
was c o n c e n tr a te d  i n  f o u r  a r e a s — S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  th e  H i l l ,  
E a s t  E nd, and  O ak land—w ith  o n ly  a  s c a t t e r i n g  i n  th e  r e s t  
o f th e  c i t y .  T h is  p a t t e r n  r e p r e s e n te d  a  lo o s e n in g  o f th e  
h ig h ly  c o n c e n tr a te d  form  o f  1924 when th e  g r e a t  b u lk  o f 
J e w ish  p o p u la t io n ,  some s e v e n ty - f iv e  p e r  c e n t o f  them , 
l i v e d  i n  one a r e a ,  th e  H i l l ,  The m a jo r o u tf lo w  from  th e  
H i l l  b e tw een  1924 and  1938, w h ile  n o t  le a d in g  to  a  g e n e ra l  
d i s p e r s io n  o f Jew s th ro u g h o u t th e  c i t y ,  d id  b re a k  th e  
overw helm ing dom inance o f one a r e a ,  th e  H i l l ,  i n  th e  p a t ­
t e r n  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t .  By 1938 a l th o u g h  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  
had become th e  l a r g e s t  a r e a  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t ,  i t  d id  
n o t d o m in a te  th e  a r e a s  o f Je w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  th e  way th e  
H i l l  had  a  g e n e r a t io n  b e f o r e .  I n  1938 th e  H i l l  s t i l l  r e ­
m ained s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and  th e  new er a r e a s  o f  Je w ish  s e t t l e ­
m ent i n  E a s t  End an d  O akland w ere o f  c o n s id e ra b le  im p o r t­
an c e  a l s o .  S m all p o c k e ts  o f J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  had become 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  c i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  N orth  
S id e ,  S o u th  S id e ,  and  th e  S ou th  H i l l s ,  The s e t t le m e n t  
p a t t e r n  o f  1938 th u s  in d ic a te d  a  s p l i t t i n g  o f  th e  huge
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H i l l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n t o  fo ix r s t r o n g  n u c l e i  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  
w ith  s e v e r a l  s m a ll  o u t l i e r s .  B ut by I 963 t h e  p a t t e r n  o f 
1938 had  b e e n  l a r g e l y  o b l i t e r a t e d  an d  h a d , i n  f a c t ,  
r e v e r t e d  t o  much th e  same fo rm  o f  1924— one a r e a  d o m in a tin g  
a l l .  T h a t a r e a  was S q u i r r e l  H i l l .  The J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  
i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  had  grow n so  l a r g e  b e tw een  I 938 an d  I 963 
t h a t  i t  overw helm ed a l l  a s  had  th e  H i l l  two g e n e r a t io n s  
b e f o r e .  E a s t  End and  O akland  la g g e d  f a r  b e h in d  i n  I 9 6 3 , 
and  Je w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  H i l l  had  v i r t u a l l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .  
The sm a ll p o c k e ts  and  s c a t t e r i n g s  o f  Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  
th ro u g h o u t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c i t y  had  v a n ish e d  a l s o .
(F ig u re  12)
What i s  s t r i k i n g l y  r e v e a le d  i n  F ig u r e s  14 an d  I 5 
and  T a b le s  8 an d  9 i s  th e  h ig h ly  c o n c e n tr a te d  q u a l i t y  o f  
J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  I 963 an d  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  dom inance o f 
S q u i r r e l  H i l l .  One c e n su s  t r a c t  a lo n e ,  14g i n  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l ,  c o n ta in e d  l , 6 0 l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o r  1 6 .0  p e r  c e n t  
o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h .  C ensus t r a c t  14H 
in  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  a d jo in in g  14G, c o n ta in e d  1 ,1 1 5  J e w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  o r  1 1 .2  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  in  
P i t t s b u r g h .  T h u s , 14g an d  14H, r e p r e s e n t in g  1 .1  p e r  c e n t 
o f  th e  c i t y ' s  I 89 c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  c o n ta in e d  2 ,7 1 6  J e w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  o r  2 7 .2  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  in  
P i t t s b u r g h .
As shown i n  T a b le  10, t h r e e  c e n su s  t r a c t s  a r e  
in c lu d e d  i n  th e  c a te g o ry  o f  h ig h e s t  J e w ish  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  
th e  800 t o  1599 r a n g e  o f J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  p e r  c e n su s
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t r a c t .  T h ese  3 t r a c t s ,  I 4 c ,  14h , an d  I 4 l  o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  
r e p r e s e n t in g  1 ,6  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  c e n s u s  t r a c t s ,  con ­
t a i n  3 ,7 6 9  J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s ,  o r  3 7 .7  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  
J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .  The 7 c e n su s  t r a c t s  w ith  th e  g r e a t e s t  
num ber o f  J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s ,  14G, 14H, I 4 l  ( S q u i r r e l  H i l l )  
800 t o  1599 h o u s e h o ld s ,  and  lOE (E a s t  End) 400 t o  799 
h o u s e h o ld s , r e p r e s e n t  o n ly  3 .6  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  t o t a l  
c e n su s  t r a c t s .  Y et th e s e  7 t r a c t s  c o n ta in  6 ,1 4 7  Je w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  o r  6 1 ,5  P e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  th e  
c i t y .
To f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e  th e  h ig h ly  c o n c e n t r a te d  n a tu r e  
o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  in  1963 , F ig u r e s  14 and  I 5 and  T a b le s  
9 and  10 a l s o  r e v e a l  th e  o th e r  end o f  th e  sp e c tru m , th e  
number o f  c e n s u s  t r a c t s  t h a t  c o n ta in  few  o r  no  J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s . T h e re  w ere 144 c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  7 6 ,2  p e r  c e n t  
o f  th e  t o t a l  c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  t h a t  c o n ta in e d  l e s s  th a n  10 
J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  e a c h . T h ese  144 c e n s u s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  
a  t o t a l  o f  174  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s ,  1 ,8  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  
t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .  F u r t h e r ,  o f  th e s e  144 c e n su s  
t r a c t s ,  7^ t r a c t s  o r  3 9 .2  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  c en su s  
t r a c t s ,  had  no Jew s a t  a l l .  The h ig h ly  u n ev en  d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n  o f J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  can  be sum m arized by  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  l e s s  th a n  4 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  c e n su s  t r a c t s  co n ­
t a in e d  a lm o s t  tw o - th i r d s  o f  th e  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  w h ile  
a lm o s t f o u r - f i f t h s  o f th e  t o t a l  c e n s u s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  
l e s s  th a n  2 p e r  c e n t  o f th e  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .
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F ig u re  16 and  T a b le s  11 and  12 p o r t r a y  th e  d i s t r i b u ­
t i o n  o f J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  by c o n s id e r in g  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f 
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f  t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  f o r  each  cen su s  
t r a c t .  A g a in  th e  s p a t i a l  q u a l i t y  o f  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  i s  
c l e a r l y  shown. J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  co m p rised  l e s s  th a n  one 
p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  i n  I 36 c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  o r
7 2 .0  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  c e n su s  t r a c t s .  As had b een  s t a t e d  
p r e v io u s ly ,  t r a c t s  o r  3 9 .2  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  c en su s  t r a c t s  
had  no J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  a t  a l l .  However, i n  4 cen su s  
t r a c t s ,  IUg, 14h, I 4 l  ( S q u i r r e l  H i l l )  and  lOE (E a s t  E n d ), 
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  co m p rised  more th a n  50 p e r  c e n t o f  t o t a l  
h o u s e h o ld s  in  ea c h  t r a c t .  I n  b o th  lOE and  14G Jew ish  
h o u s e h o ld s  co m p rised  a b o u t tw o - th i r d s  o f th e  t o t a l  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  6 6 .0  p e r  c e n t  f o r  IDE and  6 4 .6  p e r  c e n t f o r  14g.
F o r  14H and  1 4 l th e  p e rc e n ta g e  was somewhat lo w e r , 6 1 .1  
p e r  c e n t  f o r  14h an d  5 6 .8  p e r  c e n t f o r  I 4 l ,  Je w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s  co m p rised  30 t o  50 p e r  c e n t o f t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  in  
t h r e e  c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  1 4 a , 14c in  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  and  IOC in  
E a s t  End; 20 to  30 p e r  c e n t  i n  ? cen su s  t r a c t s ,  14b, 14d, 
an d  I 5G in  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  lOB, I IB , and l lC  in  E a s t  End, 
an d  7H in  S h a d y s id e ; 10 t o  20 p e r  c e n t  i n  5 c en su s  t r a c t s ,
7A i n  S h a d y s id e , IIH , l lK ,  l lL  in  E a s t  End, and  2B in  th e  
H i l l .  I n  th e  re m a in in g  34 ce n su s  t r a c t s  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  
co m p rised  1 t o  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  h o u s e h o ld s .
Moving from  a  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f J e w ish  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
by  ce n su s  t r a c t s  t o  t h a t  o f  a r e a s  o r  co m m u n itie s , th e  same 
p a t t e r n s  o f  c o n c e n t r a t io n  a p p e a r .  T ab le  I 3 a g a in  c l e a r l y
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r e v e a l s  th e  dom inance o f  S q u i r r e l  H il l*  The 6, 3̂0 J e w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  a c c o u n te d  f o r  6 4 ,3 7  p e r  c e n t  o f  
th e  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  in  P i t t s b u r g h  and  3 4 .8  p e r  c e n t 
o f  a l l  t h e  h o u se h o ld s  in  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  E a s t End ra n k e d  
a  d i s t a n t  seco n d  w ith  i t s  2 ,097  Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s , r e p r e ­
s e n t in g  2 1 ,0  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  Jew ish  h o u se h o ld s  and  
13 ,7  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  th e  h o u se h o ld s  i n  E a s t End, O akland 
was a n  even  more d i s t a n t  t h i r d  w ith  i t s  1 ,193 Je w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  11,9  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  Jew ish  
h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  c i t y  and  o n ly  5*2 p e r  c e n t o f  a l l  th e  
h o u se h o ld s  i n  O akland , The re m a in d e r  o f th e  c i t y  o f 
P i t t s b u r g h  c o n ta in e d  few Jew s, r a n g in g  from  th e  97 h o u se ­
h o ld s  i n  th e  H i l l  t o  none in  L a w re n c e v il le ,
The g r e a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  1938 and  I 963 J e w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t  was n o t i n  t o t a l  number o f  h o u se h o ld s . T h ere  
w ere 9 ,8 2 8  Jew ish  h o u seh o ld s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  in  1938 and  
9 ,9 9 1  i n  19635 th e  d i f f e r e n c e  was i n  th e  ch an g in g  d i s t r i ­
b u t io n  o f  th o s e  h o u s e h o ld s . The d i s t r i b u t i o n  had ch an g ed , 
and  i t  had changed m ark ed ly . I n  1 9 3 8 ,a s  T a b le  14 i n d i ­
c a t e s ,  116 t r a c t s  o r  59*8 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  c o n ta in e d  
few er th a n  10 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s . T hese 116 t r a c t s  had  
388 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  3 ,9  p e r  c e n t  o f t o t a l  J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s . I n  I 9 6 3 , 144 o r  7 6 ,2  p e r  c e n t o f th e  c i t y ' s  
t o t a l  ce n su s  t r a c t s  had few er th a n  10 Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  
f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  177 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  1 ,8  p e r  c e n t  o f  
t o t a l  Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s . I n  1938, 8 cen su s  t r a c t s  o r  4 ,1  
p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  had no J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s ; in  I 9 6 3 ,
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74 c e n su s  t r a c t s  o r  39»2 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  c e n su s  
t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  no Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .  O b v io u s ly , th e  
s m a ll  s c a t t e r e d  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t s — th e  one o r  two Jew ish  
f a m i l i e s  who o p e ra te d  th e  c o r n e r  g ro c e ry  o r  t a i l o r  shop in  
G e n t i le  a r e a s —had v i r t u a l l y  d is a p p e a re d  by 1963# The im­
m ig ra n ts  who had s e t t l e d  i n  th e s e  a r e a s ,  to  open t h e i r  
s t o r e s ,  w atch  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  grow t o  a d u l th o o d ,  m arry  and 
move t o  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  o r  th e  s u b u rb s ,  had grown o ld ,  
r e t i r e d ,  an d  u s u a l ly  moved t o  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  a s  w e l l ;  i n  a  
few  c a s e s  th e y  s ta y e d  i n  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  in  w hich  th e y  
had  sp e n t a  l i f e t i m e .  The d r y in g  up o f  th e s e  sm a ll  
s e t t l e m e n t s  i s  f u r t h e r  in d ic a te d  by c o n s id e r in g  th o s e  
c e n su s  t r a c t s  w ith  l e s s  th a n  50 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .  I n  
1938 , t h e r e  were I 65 o f th e s e  t r a c t s  r e p r e s e n t in g  8 5 ,1  p e r  
c e n t  o f  a l l  c i t y  t r a c t s  an d  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  1 ,5 2 8  J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s , 15 ,1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  In  I 9 6 3 , t r a c t s  c o n ta in in g  50 o r  fe w e r  Je w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s , num bered 158 and  a c c o u n te d  f o r  8 3 ,6  p e r  c e n t o f 
a l l  c e n su s  t r a c t s  b u t  now c o n ta in e d  o n ly  518 J e w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s  o r  5 ,3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s . T hus, 
w h ile  1938 and  I 963 showed a p p ro x im a te ly  th e  same p e r c e n t ­
ag e  o f  c e n su s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in in g  50 o r  l e s s  Je w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  f a r  few er Jew s w ere l i v i n g  in  th e s e  t r a c t s .  The 
1963 d a ta  show a  d e c l in e  from  1 ,5 2 8  to  518 Je w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  a  l o s s  o f  more th a n  1 ,0 0 0 , o r  from  15,1  p e r  c e n t to  
5 ,3  p e r  c e n t  o f t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .
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A n o th e r  way o f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h i s  d ev e lo p m en t i s  t o  
c o n s id e r  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f  t o t a l  
h o u s e h o ld s  by c e n su s  t r a c t s  f o r  1938 and  I 963  a s  d e p ic te d  
i n  T a b le  15* I n  1938, J e w is h  h o u se h o ld s  co m p rised  l e s s  th a n  
one p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  100 c e n s u s  t r a c t s ,  
o r  5 1 .5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  c e n su s  t r a c t s  ; i n  19&3 J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s  co m p rised  l e s s  th a n  one p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  
h o u s e h o ld s  i n  I 3 6 , o r  7 2 .0  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  c e n su s  t r a c t s .  
T h u s , i n  1938, J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  co m p rised  l e s s  th a n  one 
p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  s l i g h t l y  m ore th a n  h a l f  
o f  th e  c i t y ' s  c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  b u t  i n  I 9 6 3 , J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  
c o m p rised  l e s s  th a n  one p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  
a lm o s t  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  cen su s  t r a c t s .  F u r th e r ,  
t h e  d w in d lin g  o f  th o s e  c e n s u s  t r a c t s  i n  w hich  J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s  co m p rised  1 t o  10 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  h o u s e ­
h o ld s  from  35*1 p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  c en su s  t r a c t s  i n  1938 to
1 8 ,0  p e r  c e n t  i n  I 963  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e s  th e  a t r o p h y  o f  th e  
s m a l le r  s e t t l e m e n t s .  As Jew s moved from  th e  1 t o  10 p e r  
c e n t  t r a c t s  t o  th e  l a r g e r  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l ,  t h e s e  t r a c t s  b eg an  t o  f a l l  i n to  th e  0 t o  1 p e r  c e n t  
c a te g o r y  by 19&3 ,
On th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  s t r o n g  g row th  in  th e  num ber 
o f  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  more p ronounced  J e w ish  t r a c t s  
b e tw e en  1938 an d  19&3 i s  e q u a l ly  s t r i k i n g .  As T a b le  14 
a g a in  i n d i c a t e s ,  i n  1938, t h e r e  were 2 c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  1 ,0  
p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  t r a c t s ,  i n  th e  to p  c a te g o r y  o f  800 
t o  1599 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .  T h ese  two t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d
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2 ,5 6 2  J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  2 6 ,1  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s .  I n  1963, i n  t h i s  same c a te g o ry  o f 800 t o  1599 
J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , t h e r e  w ere 3 c e n su s  t r a c t s  r e p r e s e n t in g  
1 ,6  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  c en su s  t r a c t s ,  c o n ta in in g  3#769 Je w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s ,  o r  3 7 .7  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s . 
T h u s, th e  l a r g e  J e w ish  t r a c t s ,  800 t o  1599 Jew ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  c o n ta in e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  o n e - f o u r th  o f  a l l  Jew ish  
h o u s e h o ld s  i n  1938 b u t  a lm o s t t w o - f i f t h s  o f a l l  Jew ish  
h o u s e h o ld s  i n  1963. Com bining th e  n e x t  t o  th e  h ig h e s t  
c a te g o r y  o f  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , 4-00 t o  799 w ith  th e  800 to  
1599 c a te g o r y ,  th e  g row th  in  c o n c e n t r a t io n  becomes even  
more c l e a r .  I n  1938, th e r e  w ere 5 c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  2 ,5  p e r  
c e n t  o f  a l l  c en su s  t r a c t s ,  t h a t  c o n ta in e d  a t  l e a s t  400 
J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .  T hese 5 c e n su s  t r a c t s  had a  t o t a l  o f  
3,834- J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  3 9 .1  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  Je w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s .  I n  I 9 6 3 , 7 cen su s  t r a c t s ,  3 .7  p e r  c e n t o f  
t o t a l  c e n s u s  t r a c t s ,  had 4-00 o r  more Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s , 
c o n ta in in g  a  t o t a l  o f  6,14-7 J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o r  6 1 ,5  p e r  
c e n t  o f  a l l  Je w ish  h o u seh o ld s  i n  th e  c i t y .  I n  1938, th e n ,  
a p p ro x im a te ly  t w o - f i f t h s  o f a l l  J e w ish  h o u seh o ld s  were i n  
c e n su s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in in g  4-00 o r  more Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  ; i n  
1963 , a p p ro x im a te ly  t h r e e - f i f t h s  o f  a l l  Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  
w ere i n  t r a c t s  o f t h i s  c a te g o r y .  I n  summary, betw een  1938 
an d  1963  few e r cen su s  t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  more Jews w ith  th e  
em ergence o f  f o u r  p re d o m in a n tly  J e w ish  t r a c t s  in  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l ,  and  c o n v e r s e ly  more t r a c t s  c o n ta in e d  few er Jews a s  
th e  m in o r g ro u p in g s  o f Jew s d i s a p p e a re d .
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I t  i s  p e rh a p s  th ro u g h  th e  e s a m in a tio n  o f  J e w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t  by a r e a s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  F ig u re  1? an d  T a b le  16. 
t h a t  th e  changes i n  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f Jew s b e tw een  1938 
an d  1963 become more a p p a r e n t  and  m e a n in g fu l. Prom a  
g la n c e  a t  th e  m aps, i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  g r e a t l y  
expanded  and  deep en ed  a s  a n  a r e a  o f Je w ish  s e t t l e m e n t ,  th e  
H i l l  l o s t  i t s  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n ,  and  th e  s m a ll  s c a t t e r i n g s  
o f  Jew s in  th e  N o rth  S id e ,  S o u th  S id e -S o u th  H i l l s ,  and  
Homewood-Brushton v a n is h e d .  T a b le  I 6 b e a r s  t h i s  o u t and  
in d i c a t e s  m ore. In  1938, S q u i r r e l  H i l l  c o n ta in e d  4 ,2 1 8  
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o r  4 2 ,9  p e r  c e n t  o f a l l  J e w ish  h o u seh o ld s  
i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  I n  I 9 6 3 , S q u i r r e l  H i l l  c o n ta in e d  6 ,4 3 0  
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o r  6 4 ,3  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s , 
T h is  r e p re s e n te d  a  g a in  o f  2 ,2 1 2  h o u seh o ld s  and  a  p e r c e n t -  
ag e  in c r e a s e  o v e r 1938 o f  5 2 ,4  p e r  c e n t .  C o n v e rse ly , th e  
H i l l  s e t t le m e n t  was o b l i t e r a t e d —from  1 ,946  J e w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  1 9 ,7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  Jew ish  h o u seh o ld s  i n  1938 to  
97 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , 1 ,0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s  in  1963 , The H i l l  l o s t  1 ,849 Jew ish  h o u se h o ld s  b e ­
tw een  1938 and  1963 , a  p e rc e n ta g e  d e c re a s e  o f 9 5 ,2  p e r  
c e n t  from  1938. The o th e r  two c e n te r s  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e ­
m ent in  1938 , E a s t  End an d  O ak land , showed n e i t h e r  th e  
g r e a t  a scen d an cy  o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  n o r  th e  v i r t u a l  dem ise 
o f  th e  H i l l ,  I n  1938, E a s t  End c o n ta in e d  1 ,517  J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s , 1 5 .4  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .  I n  
196 3 , E a s t  End had g a in e d  58O Je w ish  h o u seh o ld s  t o  r e a c h  
a  t o t a l  o f  2 ,0 9 7  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  2 1 ,0  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  Jew ish
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h o u s e h o ld s . T h is  g a in  r e p r e s e n te d  a  p e rc e n ta g e  in c r e a s e  
o f  3 8 .2  p e r  c e n t  o v e r  1938, W hile E a s t  E nd’ s in c r e a s e  was 
n o ta b le ,  i t  m ust be  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ’ s  Je w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t  was a p p ro x im a te ly  t h r e e  t im e s  th e  s iz e  o f  th e  
E a s t  End s e t t l e m e n t ,  O ak land , d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  from  1938 
t o  1963 , d i s p la y e d  none o f th e  v i t a l i t y  o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  
o r  E a s t  End, Prom 1 ,300 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s ,  1 3 ,3  p e r  c e n t  
o f  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  1938 t o  1 ,193  Je w ish  h o u s e ­
h o ld s ,  1 1 ,9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  I 9 6 3 , 
O akland l o s t  I I 3 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , a  p e rc e n ta g e  d e c re a s e  
o f  8 .6  p e r  c e n t  from  1938,
The re m a in in g  a r e a s  o f  th e  c i t y — S outh  S id e -S o u th  
H i l l s ,  N o rth  S id e ,  Hom ewood-Brushton, H azelw ood, L aw rence­
v i l l e ,  and  th e  C e n t r a l  B u s in e ss  D i s t r i c t — c o n ta in e d  m inor 
s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  Jew s i n  1938, an d  a l l  saw th e  v i r t u a l  dem ise 
o f  th e  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  by I 9 6 3 .
The change in  Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  a s  p e rc e n ta g e  of 
t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  from  1938 t o  I 963 f o r  th e  a r e a s  o f  P i t t s ­
b u rg h , a s  shown in  T a b le  1?» r e v e a l s  o th e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  
a s p e c t s .  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  r o s e  from  2 9 ,1  p e r  c e n t  t o  3 4 ,8  p e r  
c e n t ,  and E a s t  End from  1 2 ,0  p e r  c e n t  t o  1 3 ,7  p e r  c e n t ;  
t h e  H i l l  f e l l  from  1 3 ,2  p e r  c e n t t o  ,6  p e r  c e n t ,  and  O akland 
from  6 ,9  p e r  c e n t  to  5 .2  p e r  c e n t .  Thus a g a in ,  th e  p ro ­
nounced J e w ish n e s s  o f S q u i r r e l  H i l l  i s  e v id e n t—a lm o s t tw o - 
f i f t h s  o f  a l l  h o u se h o ld s  in  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  w ere Je w ish  in  
1963 . I n  c o n t r a s t ,  th e  H i l l  s c a r c e ly  r e t a i n e d  even  a  h in t  
o f  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n .
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T hrough  a  c l o s e r  e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f 
J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  I 9 6 3 , F ig u r e s  14 and  18 com pared w ith  
F ig u r e s  8 an d  11 , th e  e v o lv in g  p a t t e r n  o f J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  
b e tw e en  1938 an d  I 963 becom es m ore c o m p re h e n s ib le . The 
maps i n d i c a t e  th e  v a n is h in g  o f  th e  s m a ll  o u t l i e r s  o f  J e w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  H i l l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  th e  
w eak en in g  o f  O ak lan d , th e  c o n t in u in g  s t r e n g t h  o f  E a s t  End, 
an d  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ' s  h eav y  g a in s  i n  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n .  I n  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  th e  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  d eep en ed  an d  ex p an d ed . 
The c o re  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  (14g an d  
14H) b e tw e en  W ightman S t r e e t  an d  Shady A venue, F o rb e s  
A venue an d  F o rw ard  A venue, i n t e n s i f i e d .  And th e  a r e a  s u r ­
ro u n d in g  t h i s  c o re  f i l l e d  r a p i d l y  w ith  Jew s a f t e r  W orld 
War I I ,  E v e ry  c e n su s  t r a c t  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  had  g a in e d  i n  
J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  b e tw een  1938 an d  I 9 6 3 , N o rth  o f  th e  co re  
a r e a ,  i n  th e  m ore a f f l u e n t  a r e a s  n o r th  o f  F o rb e s  A venue , 
Jew s becam e a n  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t io n  o f th e  p o p u la ­
t i o n ,  Jew s had  moved i n t o  th e  o ld  w e a lth y  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  
n o r th  o f  F o rb e s  A venue (14C) a lo n g  M arlb o ro u g h  an d  A y le s -  
b o ro  A venues an d  N o rth u m b e rlan d  S t r e e t ,  on to  th e  new er 
M urdoch Farm s a r e a  (14A) a lo n g  W ilk in s  A venue, an d  t o  th e  
v e ry  new h i g h - r i s e  a p a r tm e n t  b u i l d i n g s  on F i f t h  Avenue 
(1 4 b ) ,  I n  th e  P o in t  B re e z e  a r e a  o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  (14D,
14F, an d  1 4 E ), Jew s s e t t l e d  w here few  had l i v e d  b e f o r e .  
S o u th  o f  th e  c o r e ,  i n  th e  m ore m odest a r e a s  o f  s o u th  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l  ( 1 4 l)  from  F o rw ard  Avenue t o  M o n ito r  S t r e e t  
t o  Beechwood B o u le v a rd , th e  num ber o f  Jew s more th a n
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d o u b le d . I n  th e  G r e e n f ie ld  a r e a  of S q u i r r e l  H i l l  (15G ), 
J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  a lm o s t d o u b le d , due i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  th e  
dev e lo p m en t o f  B igelow  H e ig h ts ,  a  com plex o f  more th a n  
two hu n d red  h o u ses  c o n s t r u c te d  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  W orld War I I  
an d  in h a b i te d  l a r g e l y  by Jew s, Everyw here i n  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l ,  from  th e  humble a p a r tm e n ts  above th e  sh o p s on M urray 
A venue, th e  huge e x p e n s iv e  homes o f Murdoch F arm s, th e  t i n y  
ra n c h  h o u ses  o f  B igelow  H e ig h ts ,  th e  o ld  b r ic k  d u p le x e s  
a lo n g  Shady A venue, t o  th e  h i g h - r i s e  a p a r tm e n ts  on F i f t h  
A venue, Jew s had come i n  l a r g e  num bers.
A lth o u g h  E a s t  End had g a in e d  in  num ber o f  Je w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  be tw een  1938 an d  1963, from  1 , 51? t o  2 ,0 9 7  
h o u s e h o ld s , th e  p a t t e r n  an d  q u a l i t y  o f Je w ish  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
had changed m ark ed ly . I n  1938, th e  h e a r t  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e ­
m ent i n  E a s t  End was c e n su s  t r a c t  l lH , th e  a r e a  bounded by 
S ta n to n  A venue, Penn A venue, N egley  A venue, an d  N o rth  A iken  
A venue, and  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  n o r th e rn  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  
a r e a .  By I 9 6 3 , t h i s  a r e a  had  l o s t  a lm o s t h a l f  o f  i t s  
J e w ish  p o p u la t io n ,  from  319 h o u seh o ld s  to  I 67 h o u s e h o ld s .
I n  f a c t ,  th e  a r e a  o f  E a s t  End n e a r e s t  th e  Penn Avenue b u s i ­
n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  c a l l e d  E a s t  L ib e r ty ,  and in c lu d in g  ce n su s  
t r a c t s  l lH ,  I IL ,  llM , I I P ,  and  11J  w itn e s s e d  a  g r e a t  
d e c re a s e  i n  i t s  Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  from  1938 t o  I 963—a  
d e c re a s e  o f  208 h o u s e h o ld s , from  612 t o  4o4, o r  a  d e c re a s e  
o f  3 4 ,0  p e r  c e n t .  T h is  o ld e r  a r e a  o f E a s t  End, co u ld  n o t 
h o ld  Jews a s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in c r e a s e d  d u r in g  th e  1950*s and 
196 0 ’ s ,  On th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  rem a in d e r  o f E a s t  End, th e
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f a s h io n a b le  n o r th e r n  s e c t io n  in  th e  H ig h lan d  P a rk  a r e a ,  
cen su s  t r a c t ,  I IC , and  e s p e c i a l l y  a  new h o u s in g  developm en t 
in  S ta n to n  H e ig h ts ,  lOE, IOC, an d  lOD, drew  la r g e  num bers 
o f  Jew s, T hese  a r e a s  in c re a s e d  t h e i r  Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  
from  905 h o u se h o ld s  i n  1938 to  1 ,6 9 3  h o u se h o ld s  i n  I 9 6 3 , a  
p e rc e n ta g e  I n c r e a s e  o f  8 7 .1  p e r  c e n t .  Thus E a s t End e x ­
h i b i t e d  a  s h a rp  change i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i th in  i t s  b o u n d a r­
i e s ,  The o ld e r  a r e a  n e a r  E a s t  L ib e r ty  l o s t  a lm o s t h a l f  o f  
i t s  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n .  The Jew s who rem ain ed  c o n s is te d  
p r im a r i ly  o f  th e  e l d e r l y .  The more a f f l u e n t  H ig h lan d  P ark  
a r e a  in c r e a s e d  i t s  Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  from  368 h o u se h o ld s  
t o  493 h o u s e h o ld s . The S ta n to n  H e ig h ts  a r e a ,  th e  s i t e  o f  a  
m odera te  incom e h o u s in g  developm ent i n  th e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 's ,  
sk y ro c k e te d  from  I 5 J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  1938 to  913 Je w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  in  I 9 6 8 , T hese 913 h o u se h o ld s  r e p r e s e n te d  a l ­
m ost h a l f  o f a l l  Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  E a s t  End, and  th e y  
r e p re s e n te d  a  d ra m a tic  in f u s io n  o f  young m a rr ie d  c o u p le s  
and  f a m i l i e s  i n t o  th e  a g in g  Je w ish  community o f E a s t  End, 
O ak lan d ’ s Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  d e c l in e d  s l i g h t l y ,  
a b o u t 9 p e r  c e n t  from  1938 to  I 9 6 3 , b u t  a s  i n  th e  E a s t  End, 
th e  changes i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  were q u i t e  m arked . I n  1938, 
S ou th  O ak land , th e  a r e a  bounded by F o rb e s  A venue, O akland 
A venue, Dawson, F r a z i e r ,  and  Lawn S t r e e t s  (c en su s  t r a c t s  
4F , 4 g , 4H, an d  4 l )  c o n ta in e d  th e  b u lk  of Jew ish  p o p u la ­
t i o n ,  841 h o u se h o ld s  o r  6 4 ,5  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  Jew ish  h o u se ­
h o ld s  i n  O ak land , By I 9 6 3 , th e  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  had 
s h i f t e d  t o  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  a r e a  o f  O akland (4D ), e s p e c i a l l y
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i n  th e  F i f t h - C r a i g  s e c t io n  o f  new h i g h - r i s e  lu x u ry  a p a r t ­
m en ts and  t o  th e  f a s h io n a b le  a p a r tm e n t d i s t r i c t  o f  F i f t h  
Avenue in  S h a d y s id e  (?A, ?C, and  7H )# Thus i n  19^3 » S ou th  
O akland c o n ta in e d  o n ly  235 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  1 9 .7  p e r  
c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  in  O akland in s t e a d  o f th e
6 4 .5  p e r  c e n t  o f  1938.
The H i l l ,  w hich  had a  s u b s t a n t i a l  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  
i n  1938 o f  1 ,9 4 6  h o u s e h o ld s , had s e e n  t h i s  p o p u la t io n  d r a in  
away t o  97 h o u se h o ld s  by I 9 6 3 . I n  1938, a n  o ld  an d  r a t h e r  
im p o v erish ed  s e t t l e m e n t  o f Jew s, 1 ,037  h o u s e h o ld s ,  l i v e d  in  
th e  r a p id ly  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  m id d le  H i l l  from  C raw ford  S t r e e t  
t o  K i r k p a t r ic k  S t r e e t  an d  B ed fo rd  Avenue t o  Heed S t r e e t .  
T h is  group was th e  rem nan t o f  th e  huge H i l l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f 
p a s t  d e c a d e s . The o th e r  m a jo r J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  th e  
H i l l ,  296 h o u s e h o ld s ,  i n h a b i te d  th e  u p p e r  H i l l  o r  H erron  
H i l l  (c e n su s  t r a c t  5 1 ) » e a s t  o f  H erro n  A venue. T h is  com­
m u n ity  r e p r e s e n te d  more a f f lu e n c e  th a n  th e  g ro u p  i n  th e  
m id d le  H i l l .  The econom ic boom o f  W orld War I I  and  th e  
im m ediate p o s t-w a r  p e r io d  l e d  t o  a  s u s ta in e d  o u t - m ig r a t io n  
o f  Jews from  th e  H i l l  i n  th e  l a t e  1940 ' s  an d  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 's  
t o  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  p r im a r i ly  t o  th e  a r e a  b e tw een  Shady and 
M urray A venues an d  t o  th e  G r e e n f ie ld  s e c t i o n .  By I 9 6 3 , th e  
H i l l  was p r a c t i c a l l y  d ev o id  o f  Jew s. The 97 h o u se h o ld s  o f 
1963 co n n o te  a  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  J e w ish n e s s  th a n  th e  o ld  H i l l  
s e t t l e m e n t s .  Of th e s e  97 h o u s e h o ld s , 72 e x i s t e d  i n  th e  
m arg in  o f th e  lo w e r  H i l l  (2 B ), I n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a  t r a n s i t i o n  
betw een  th e  C e n t r a l  B u s in e ss  D i s t r i c t  and  th e  renew ed lo w er
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H i l l ,  a  lu x u ry  a p a r tm e n t  h o u se  an d  h o t e l - a p a r tm e n t  h o use  
w ere c o n s t r u c te d  i n  th e  e a r l y  1950’ s .  The 72 J e w is h  h o u s e ­
h o ld s  w ere c o n ta in e d  w i th in  th e s e  two b u i l d i n g s .  The few  
Je w s , 15 h o u s e h o ld s ,  i n  t h e  s o u th e a s te r n  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  
H i l l  (4Â, 5F , an d  5G) r e p r e s e n te d  s tu d e n t s  an d  m e d ic a l  i n ­
t e r n s  l i v i n g  in  m o d est h o u s in g  c lo s e  t o  O ak la n d ’ s  m e d ic a l 
com plex . The 10 re m a in in g  h o u se h o ld s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  e l d e r l y  
Je w s , u n a b le  o r  u n w i l l in g  to  l e a v e —th e  l a s t  v e s t i g e  o f  th e  
o ld ,  p o w e rfu l s e t t l e m e n t  i n  th e  H i l l ,
The m in o r s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  had e x i s t e d  i n  1938 i n  
th e  N o rth  S id e ,  S o u th  S id e -S o u th  H i l l s ,  H om ew ood-B rushton, 
H azelw ood, an d  th e  C e n t r a l  B u s in e s s  D i s t r i c t —h a d , f o r  a l l  
i n t e n t s  an d  p u r p o s e s ,  v a n is h e d  by I 9 6 3 . O nly th e  B rook­
l i n e  -B eechv iew  a r e a  o f  S o u th  H i l l s  ( I 9P , 19G, 19J# 19K,
I 9L) showed a  f l u t t e r  o f  v i t a l i t y  w ith  43 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  
re m a in in g  from  a  t o t a l  o f  155 h o u se h o ld s  i n  1 9 38 , The 
H azelw ood c o u n t o f  40 h o u s e h o ld s  i s  d e c e iv in g ,  f o r  th e s e  
h o u s e h o ld s  r e p r e s e n t  th e  m a rg in  o f th e  B ig e lo w  H e ig h ts  
h o u s in g  d ev e lo p m en t o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  e x te n d in g  i n t o  u p p e r  
H azelw ood, a lo n g  th e  ed g es  o f  15F and  I 5C, T h ese  40 h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  a s  i s  t r u e  o f  B ig e lo w  H e ig h ts ,  a r e  c u l t u r a l l y  p a r t  
o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  w i th  no t i e s  w h a tso e v e r  w ith  H azelw ood,
The s m a ll  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  th e  S o u th  S id e  f l a t s  a lo n g  C arso n  
S t r e e t ;  i n  th e  N o rth  S id e ,  i n  M an ch este r  an d  n e a r  E a s t  Ohio 
S t r e e t  ; i n  H om ew ood-Brushton on Homewood an d  F ra rik s to w n  
A venues; a lo n g  B u t l e r  S t r e e t  i n  L a w re n c e v il le  a l l  had
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f a d e d .  Only a  t o t a l  o f  some d o zen  f a m i l i e s  re m a in e d , 
e l d e r l y  Jew s whose c h i l d r e n  had  lo n g  s in c e  moved e ls e w h e re .  
By 1963 f a  s i g n i f i c a n t  com ponent had  b e e n  ad d ed  to  
J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t —movement t o  th e  s u b u rb s .  P r i o r  t o  W orld 
War I I ,  v i r t u a l l y  no Jew s l i v e d  in  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  s u b u rb s , a t  
l e a s t  n o t  i n  th e  bedroom  s u b u rb s .  Some Jew s had  s e t t l e d  
i n  th e  s m a ll  m i l l  to im s  t h a t  s u rro u n d e d  P i t t s b u r g h ,  su ch  a s  
H om estead , B rad d o ck , an d  C a rn e g ie  i n  th e  l a t e  1800’ s and  
e a r l y  1900’ s ,  T hese  Jew s p e rfo rm ed  much th e  same f u n c t io n  
a s  d id  th e  Jew s i n  su ch  a r e a s  a s  th e  N o rth  S id e ,  S ou th  
S id e -S o u th  H i l l s ,  H om ew ood-Brushton o f  P i t t s b u r g h  d u r in g  th e  
same p e r io d .  They w ere s m a ll  b u s in e ssm e n  i n  p re d o m in a n tly  
G e n t i le  n e ig h b o rh o o d s ,^  The m i l l  tow n Je w ish  s e t t l e m e n t s  
had  fa d e d  by I 963 a s  t h e i r  u rb a n  c o u n te r p a r t s  h a d . W hile 
th e  m i l l  tow n s e t t l e m e n t s  w ere d is a p p e a r in g ,  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  
o f  s e v e r a l  su b u rb a n  a r e a s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  by Jew s b egan  in  
e a r n e s t  a f t e r  W orld War I I ,
By 1963 , J e w ish  su b u rb a n  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n s is te d  o f 
1 ,6 5 5  h o u s e h o ld s ,  o r  1 4 ,2  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  Je w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  an d  th e  s u b u rb s , and  th e  p a t t e r n  
r e v e a le d  a  m arked u n e v e n n e ss  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  J e w ish  s e t ­
t le m e n t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  ( F ig u r e s  2 0 , 2 1 , 2 2 , and  23;
T a b le s  18, I 9 , 2 0 , 21) The movement to  th e  su b u rb s  f o l ­
low ed two d i r e c t i o n s  from  P i t t s b u r g h —t o  th e  e a s t  and  to
^ U n ited  J e w ish  A p p ea l, T r i - S t a t e  R e g io n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  
S o l i c i t a t i o n  L i s t s ,
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t h e  s o u th .  A lm ost no s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r re d  in  th e  n o r th  o r  
t h e  w e s t .  Of th e  1 ,6 5 5  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  th e  s u b u rb s , 
t h e  e a s t e r n  s u b u rb s  c o n ta in e d  837 h o u se h o ld s  o r  51*0 p e r  
c e n t  o f  th e  su b u rb a n  t o t a l .  T hese  837 h o u se h o ld s  a l s o  com­
p r i s e d  7 ,2  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  
a n d  i t s  s u b u rb s .  The s o u th e rn  su b u rb s  c o n ta in e d  76I  J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s ,  4 6 ,0  p e r  c e n t  o f  su b u rb an  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , 
an d  6 ,5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  P i t t s b u r g h  an d  su b u rb an  J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s .  Thus th e  e a s t e r n  and  s o u th e r n  su b u rb s  c o n ta in e d  
1 ,5 9 8  J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s ,  9 6 .7  p e r  c e n t  o f  su b u rb an  Je w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s ,  an d  1 3 ,7  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  P i t t s b u r g h  and  
su b u rb a n  J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s .
The e a s t e r n  su b u rb s  became p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t i v e  
f o r  b u i ld in g  and  s e t t l e m e n t  w ith  th e  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a  
r a p id - s p e e d  th o ro u g h f a r e ,  th e  Parkw ay E a s t ,  i n  th e  e a r l y  
195 0 ’ s ,  By 1963 s i g n i f i c a n t  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  e x i s t e d  i n  
F o r e s t  H i l l s  B orough , C h u r c h i l l  B orough , W ilk in s  Tow nship , 
M o n ro e v il le  B orough , and  Penn H i l l s  T ow nship . The l a r g e s t  
s e t t l e m e n t s  e x i s t e d  i n  M o n ro e v ille  B orough , 288 h o u s e h o ld s , 
p r im a r i l y  i n  th e  G arden  C ity  a r e a ,  an d  W ilk in s  Tow nship 
w i th  273 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s ,  a lm o s t a l l  i n  th e  E astm ont 
a r e a .  The 273 J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f  W ilk in s  Tow nship r e p r e ­
s e n te d  1 6 .5  p e r  c e n t  o f  su b u rb an  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , 2 ,4  
p e r  c e n t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  and  su b u rb a n  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , and  
a  s t r i k i n g  1 7 ,0  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  tow n­
s h i p ,  H ow ever, W ilk in s  Tovm ship c o n s i s t s  o f  o n ly  one 
c e n s u s  t r a c t ,  W IT-282, I f  th e  to w n sh ip  i s  re g a rd e d  a s  a
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c e n su s  t r a c t ,  th e n  I t  c o n ta in e d  th e  l a r g e s t  number o f  J e w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  o f  a n y  su b u rb an  c e n su s  t r a c t  an d  ra n k e d  t e n th  
among th e  281 c e n su s  t r a c t s  c o m p ris in g  P i t t s b u r g h  and  th e  
su b u rb an  a r e a ,  WIT-282 r e p r e s e n te d  2 .4  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  
t o t a l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  and  th e  s u b u rb s , 
p la c in g  i t  f i r s t  i n  t h i s  c a te g o ry  among su b u rb an  t r a c t s  
an d  t e n t h  among t o t a l  t r a c t s .  Only 7 t r a c t s  i n  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l  and  2 i n  E a s t  End ran k e d  h ig h e r  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  The 
Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f  WIT-282 co m p rised  1 3 ,4  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  
t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  o f  th e  t r a c t ,  a g a in  f i r s t  i n  th e  su b u rb s  
b u t  n in e te e n th  among c i t y  an d  su b u rb an  c e n su s  t r a c t s .
The 288 J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f M o n ro e v ille  Borough 
p la c e d  M o n ro e v il le  second  t o  M t, Lebanon, a  s o u th e rn  su b ­
u r b ,  among su b u rb a n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  i n  num bers o f J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s ,  M o n ro e v i l le 's  1 7 ,4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  Jew ish  
su b u rb an  h o u se h o ld s  p la c e d  i t  second  t o  M t, Lebanon a g a in ;  
an d  M o n ro e v i l le 's  2 ,5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  J e w ish  c i t y  and  
su b u rb a n  h o u se h o ld s  ra n k e d  i t  second  t o  M t, Lebanon among 
su b u rb a n  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  M o n r o e v i l le 's  3*7 p e r  c e n t  Je w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  o f  a l l  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  b o rough  p la c e d  i t  
s l i g h t l y  a h e a d  o f  M t, Lebanon b u t f a r  b e h in d  th e  12=4 p e r  
c e n t  o f  W ilk in s  T ow nship ,
A lth o u g h  Jew s w ere lo c a te d  i n  b o th  o f  M o n ro e v i l le 's  
two c e n su s  t r a c t s ,  MUB-283 an d  MUB-284, m ost o f them , I 9 I  
h o u s e h o ld s , e x i s t e d  i n  th e  G arden  C ity  a r e a  o f MUB-283,
T h is  t r a c t  co m p rised  1 1 ,5  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  su b u rb an  Je w ish
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h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  c i t y  an d  su b u rb s  and 8 ,0  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  
h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  t r a c t ,
C h u r c h i l l  B orough (CLB-281) c o n ta in e d  I I 9 J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s , r e p r e s e n t in g  7 ,2  p e r  c e n t  o f a l l  su b u rb an  
Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , 1 ,0  p e r  c e n t o f t o t a l  Jew ish  h o u se h o ld s  
i n  th e  c i t y  and  s u b u rb s , an d  12 ,1  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  h o u se ­
h o ld s  i n  th e  t r a c t .  The s e t t le m e n t  was m a in ly  i n  th e  
M arbury Road a r e a ,  a  community f a r  more a f f l u e n t  th a n  th o s e  
i n  E astm ont and  G arden  C i ty ,
The re m a in d e r  o f  th e  e a s t e r n  su b u rb s  c o n ta in e d  few  
Jew s, The o n ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  num bers w ere th e  30 h o u se h o ld s  
i n  PET-289  and  PHT-290 o f Penn H i l l s  Township and  th e  40 
h o u se h o ld s  o f  FHB-290, F o r e s t  H i l l s  B orough, T hese  h o u se ­
h o ld s ,  how ever, w ere s c a t t e r e d  and  n o t g rouped  i n  th e  
m anner o f  E as tm o n t, G arden  C i ty ,  and  M arbury Road,
Thus th e  Je w ish  s e t t le m e n t  to  th e  e a s t  had l e a p ­
fro g g e d  o v e r  th e  o ld e r  su b u rb s  o f W ilk in sb u rg  an d  Edgewood 
an d  had  fo llo w e d  th e  t h r u s t  o f  th e  Parkway E a s t ,  The m ain 
c o n c e n t r a t io n s  o f s e t t l e m e n t  had form ed c lo s e  t o  th e  l i n e  
o f  th e  Parkw ay, th e  l i n e  o f  a c c e s s ;  l i t t l e  had e x ten d e d  
i n t o  th e  l e s s  su b u rb a n iz e d  a r e a s  o f th e  e a s te r n  r e g io n .
The s o u th e rn  su b u rb s  became a c c e s s ib l e  w ith  th e  
op en in g  o f  th e  L ib e r ty  Tubes i n  th e  m id -1 9 2 0 's .  As a  
r e s u l t ,  s e t t l e m e n t  in c r e a s e d  r a p i d ly ,  b u t  Jews were n o t a  
p a r t  o f  t h i s  g row th  u n t i l  a f t e r  W orld War I I ,  Then Je w ish  
movement began  to  th e  s o u th e rn  su b u rb s . By I 9 6 3 , Je w ish  
s e t t le m e n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  had grown to  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t io n s .
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p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  th e  M t, L e h a n o n -S c o tt Tow nship a r e a .  Mt. 
Lebanon Township* a  community o f  m eans, had 382 J e w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s , t h e  l a r g e s t  number o f  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f  any 
su b u rb an  m u n ic ip a l i t y .  T hese 382 Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  r e p r e ­
s e n te d  23*1 p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  su b u rb an  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , 3*3 
p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  J e w ish  c i t y  an d  su b u rb an  h o u s e h o ld s , and
3 .5  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  to w n sh ip . I n  
c e n su s  t r a c t  MLT-142 o f M t. Lebanon, th e  Bower H i l l  Road 
d i s t r i c t ,  t h e r e  w ere 175 h o u s e h o ld s , a lm o s t h a l f  o f  a l l  
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  M t, L ebanon, The 175 h o u se h o ld s  o f 
MLT-142 co m p rised  1 ,5  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  in  
P i t t s b u r g h  and  th e  su b u rb s  and  r e p r e s e n te d  7 ,6  p e r  c e n t o f 
t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  t r a c t .  The o th e r  5 c e n su s  t r a c t s  
o f  M t. Lebanon showed a  f a i r  am ount o f J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t :  
MLT-137, 26 h o u se h o ld s  o r  1 .3  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  t r a c t  
h o u se h o ld s ; MLT-138, 14 h o u se h o ld s  o r  1 .1  p e r  c e n t ;  MLT- 
139 , 50 h o u se h o ld s  o r  2 ,8  p e r  c e n t ;  MLT-140, 77 h o u se h o ld s  
o r  3 ,3  p e r  c e n t ;  an d  MLT-141, 40 h o u se h o ld s  o r  3 ,3  p e r  c e n t 
o f  a l l  t r a c t  h o u s e h o ld s ,  Je w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  M t. Lebanon 
had  ten d e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a te  i n  th e  more r e c e n t l y  d ev e lo p ed  
a r e a s  in  th e  s o u th e r n  p o r t i o n  o f th e  to w n sh ip .
A n o th e r  c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  Jew s, I 69 h o u s e h o ld s , 
o c c u r re d  in  S c o t t  T ow nship , a d ja c e n t  t o  M t, L ebanon , T h is  
s e t t l e m e n t  a c c o u n te d  f o r  1 0 ,2  p e r  c e n t  of J e w ish  su b u rb an  
h o u s e h o ld s , 1 ,5  p e r  c e n t  o f  P i t t s b u r g h  and  su b u rb a n  Jew ish  
h o u s e h o ld s , an d  3 ,5  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  h o u se h o ld s  i n  S c o t t  
T ow nship , The J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  S c o t t  Tow nship was
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h ig h ly  c o n c e n t r a te d ,  f o r  158 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  o f  th e  t o t a l  
o f  169 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  w ere lo c a te d  i n  a  m edium -incom e 
h o u s in g  com plex in  t r a c t  SC T-I3 I .  T h is  d e v e lo p m e n t, co n ­
s t r u c t e d  i n  th e  l a t e  1950»s ,  q u ic k ly  a t t r a c t e d  young Je w ish  
f a m i l i e s .  The I 58 J e w is h  h o u se h o ld s  o f  SCT-131 c o n ta in e d  
1 .4  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w is h  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  c i t y  an d  su b ­
u r b s  an d  co m p rised  6 .8  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  th e  
t r a c t .  H ence, th e  tw o a d jo in in g  t r a c t s ,  MLT-142 an d  SCT- 
131 c o n ta in e d  a  t o t a l  o f  333 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s ,  2 0 ,1  p e r  
c e n t  o f  J e w ish  su b u rb a n  h o u se h o ld s  and  2 ,9  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  an d  th e  s u b u r b s .
The re m a in in g  210 Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  th e  s o u th e rn  
s u b u rb s  w ere s c a t t e r e d  p r im a r i l y  th ro u g h  th e  b o ro u g h s  o f 
W h ite h a l l ,  B a ld w in , B ren tw o o d , and  P le a s a n t  H i l l s ,  A 
m o d era te  c o n c e n t r a t io n  i n  th e  G il  H al Hoad s e c t i o n  o f  th e  
s o u th e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r e a  in v o lv e d  lfLB-150, w hich  con­
t a i n e d  38 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s ,  BAB-153 w hich  had  3 5 , an d  PHB- 
184 w hich c o n ta in e d  34 f o r  th e  t o t a l  o f  I 9 ? J e w ish  f a m i l i e s .
N e i th e r  th e  n o r th e r n  n o r  th e  w e s te rn  s u b u rb s  o f 
P i t t s b u r g h  c o n ta in e d  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n t  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t .
T h e re  was a  t o t a l  o f  55 J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e s e  two 
su b u rb a n  a r e a s ,  w hich  c o m p rised  o n ly  3*3 p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  
J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  su b u rb s  and  ,5  p e r  c e n t  o f  Je w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  an d  th e  s u b u rb s .  The J e w is h  h o u se ­
h o ld s  w ere w e l l - s c a t t e r e d ,  an d  no g ro u p in g  o f an y  k in d  
e x i s t e d .  The 45 J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o f  th e  n o r th e r n  su b u rb s  
a c c o u n te d  f o r  2 ,7  p e r  c e n t  o f  Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  an d  ,4  p e r
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c e n t  o f  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  and  th e  s u b u rb s ,
R oss Tow nship le d  i n  th e  num ber o f J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  w i th  
16 o r  1 .0  p e r  c e n t  o f  su b u rb an  Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s . The 
w e s te rn  s u b u rb s  d i s p la y e d  even  l e s s  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t .
Only 10 J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s  e x i s t e d  i n  th e  w e s te rn  s u b u rb s , 
a c c o u n t in g  f o r  ,6  p e r  c e n t  o f  su b u rb a n  J e w ish  h o u se h o ld s  
an d  ,1  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  c i t y  an d  su b u rb a n  Je w ish  h o u s e ­
h o ld s ,  G re e n tre e  B orough c o n ta in e d  6 J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , 
w h ich  r e p r e s e n te d  ,6  p e r  c e n t  o f  su b u rb a n  Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  
a n d  ,4  p e r  c e n t  o f  t o t a l  h o u se h o ld s  i n  th e  b o ro u g h . Ob­
v i o u s l y ,  Jew s had n o t  tu rn e d  n o r th  o r  w est a s  th e y  b eg an  
t h e i r  move t o  th e  su b u rb s  a f t e r  th e  c lo s e  o f  World War I I ,  
J u s t  a s  o b v io u s  a r e  th e  a r e a s  t h a t  Jews d id  s e e k  
o u t a f t e r  W orld War I I ,  The f o u r  im p o r ta n t c o n c e n t r a t io n s  
o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  and  th e  P i t t s b u r g h  a r e a  
i n  1938 w ere S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  E a s t  End, O ak land , and  th e  
H i l l ,  By 1963 , S q u i r r e l  H i l l  was th e  g r e a t  c e n te r  o f 
J e w is h  p o p u la t io n  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  The e x i s t i n g  n u c le u s  o f 
J e w is h n e s s  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  had deepened  a n d  expanded 
g e n e r a l l y  in  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  E a s t  End had made a  m o d era te  
g a in  in  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  from  I 938 to  I 9 6 3 , p r im a r i ly  b e ­
c a u s e  o f th e  h o u s in g  d ev e lo p m en t i n  S ta n to n  H e ig h ts ,  a  few 
y e a r s  a f t e r  W orld War I I ,  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f Jew s, how­
e v e r ,  had s h i f t e d  m ark ed ly  i n  E a s t  End, The o ld e r ,  s o u th e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  E a s t  End had l o s t  c o n s id e ra b le  p o p u la t io n ,  b u t 
th e  n o r th e r n  p o r t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  S ta n to n  H e ig h ts ,  had shown 
a  v e r y  l a r g e  g a in ,  O akland l o s t  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  to  a
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s l i g h t  d e g re e ,  b u t  a g a in  a  sh a rp  s h i f t  i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  had 
o c c u r re d , Jew s had  moved from  s o u th e rn  and  w e s te rn  O akland 
t o  th e  u n i v e r s i t y  a r e a  and e a s t e r n  O akland  o r  th e  S h ad y sid e  
s e c t io n .  I t  was th e  H i l l  t h a t  p ro v id e d  th e  drama d u r in g  
t h i s  p e r io d  o f  t im e .  Im m ensely p o w e rfu l i n  th e  J e w ish n e ss  
o f th e  c i t y  from  th e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 's  to  th e  e a r ly  1 9 2 0 's ,  s t i l l  
v e ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  from  th e  l a t e  1 9 2 0 's t o  th e  e a r ly  1 9 4 0 's ,  
th e  H i l l  by 1963 showed s c a r c e ly  a  t r a c e  o f  J e w ish n e s s .
The Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  o f  th e  H i l l  was no m ore. A ls o , th e  
sm a ll  g ro u p in g  o f  Jew s th ro u g h o u t th e  c i t y  t h a t  had e x i s te d  
from  th e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 's  and  1 9 0 0 's  had a l s o  d is a p p e a re d  by 
1963 . C o n v e rs e ly , th e  p e r io d  b e tw een  1938 and  I 963 w i t ­
n e s se d  th e  movement o f  Jews in to  th e  s u b u rb s ,  p r im a r i ly  th e  
W ilk in s  Tow nship and  C h u rc h i l l  and M o n ro e v ille  B oroughs of 
th e  e a s t e r n  su b u rb s  and  th e  Mt, Lebanon and  S c o t t  Tow nships 
o f th e  s o u th e rn  s u b u rb s . By I 96 3 , J e w ish  su b u rb an  s e t t l e ­
ment had become a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e lem en t i n  th e  p a t t e r n  of 
Je w ish  s e t t le m e n t  in  th e  P i t t s b u r g h  a r e a .
The 1963 J e w ish  s e t t le m e n t  p a t t e r n  r e v e a le d  th e n , 
th e  em ergence o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  a s  th e  c l e a r l y  dom inant 
c e n te r  o f  Je w ish  p o p u la t io n ;  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  E a s t  End and  O akland s e t t l e m e n ts ;  t h e  d isa p p e a ra n c e  o f 
th e  H i l l  and th e  sm a ll p o c k e ts  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ;  and th e  
em ergence o f Je w ish  s e t t le m e n ts  in  th e  e a s t e r n  and s o u th e rn  
s u b u rb s . The I 963 p a t t e r n  a l s o  r e v e a le d  t h a t  Jews had been  
m oving, even  more so  th a n  in  1938, to  th e  more a f f l u e n t ,  
more a t t r a c t i v e  a r e a s  o f  th e  c i t y  and th e  s u b u rb s . The
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o l d e r ,  p o o re r  s e c t io n s  c o n ta in e d  v i r t u a l l y  no Jews i n  1963# 
And a l s o  c l e a r l y  in d ic a te d  i n  I 963 was th e  f a c t  t h a t  th o u g h  
th e  c o n f ig u r a t io n  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  had changed , th e  
q u a l i t y  o f  t h i s  p a t t e r n  had n o t .  T h a t i s ,  Jew s had n o t 
d i s p e r s e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  c i t y  o r  su b u rb s  b u t  had ch o sen  to  
l i v e  i n  c o n c e n tr a te d ,  c o h e s iv e  c l u s t e r s .
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CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY CONCLUSION
I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1?56 , a lm o s t one hu n d red  and 
f i f t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  Jew s f i r s t  a r r i v e d  on th e  c o n t in e n t  a t  
New A m sterdam , t h a t  a  Jew s e t t l e d  in  th e  v i l l a g e  a t  th e  
f o r k s  o f  th e  O hio . He was fo llo w e d  by so  few  o th e r  Jews 
t h a t  i t  was n o t u n t i l  th e  1 8 4 0 's  t h a t  a  J e w ish  community 
co u ld  be c o n s id e re d  a s  h a v in g  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  P i t t s ­
b u rg h , I n  1842, th e  h o ld in g  o f r e g u l a r  m in y a n s . th e  b a s ic  
d a i l y  p r a y e r  s e r v ic e  o f  Jew s r e q u i r i n g  th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
o f  te n  a d u l t  m a le s , was f i r s t  n o te d , and i n  1846, th e  Bes 
Almon S o c ie ty ,  a  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a t io n ,  was i n i t i a t e d  
w ith  a  m em bership o f  f i f t e e n  men.
By I 85 0 , a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  Je w ish  f a m i l i e s  w ere 
r e s id in g  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  T hese f a m i l i e s ,  m a in ly  o f  G erm anic 
o r ig i n ,  l i v e d  in  th e  M arket S t r e e t  a r e a  o f downtown 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  Of m e rc h a n t b ack g ro u n d , th e s e  f a m i l i e s  chose 
t o  l i v e  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  downtown b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t  b ecau se  
th e y  d e s i r e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  b u s in e s s e s  t h e r e , ^  By I 86 0 , more 
th a n  s ix t y  Jew ish  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  in  P i t t s b u r g h ,  s t i l l  in  
th e  downto'wn a r e a .  I n  th e  1870’ s ,  th e  number o f  Jew s in  
P i t t s b u r g h  In c re a s e d  s h a rp ly  to  a b o u t 2 ,0 0 0  p e rso n s  a s
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  M arcus A aro n , p r e s id e n t  o f  Rodef 
Shalom C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  M arch, I 9 6 9 ; in te rv ie w  
w ith  M rs, J ,  L eonard  L evy, w ife  o f l a t e  R abbi J ,  L eonard  
L evy, R abbi o f  Rodef Shalom C o n g re g a tio n  ( I 9 0 I - I 9 1 7 ) ,  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  M arch, I 9 6 9 ,
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th o u sa n d s  o f  Jew s from  e a s t  E u ro p e , p r im a r i l y  R u s s ia ,  f l e d  
from  in c r e a s in g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  p e r s e c u t io n s .  The e a s t  
E u ro p ean  J e w s , how ever, d id  n o t  move i n t o  th e  downtown 
a r e a .  The o ld  downtown s e t t l e m e n t  co u ld  n o t  cope w i th  th e  
i n f l u x  o f  im m ig ra n ts . Downtown r e s i d e n t i a l  la n d  i n  g e n e r a l  
had b een  so  re d u c e d  by th e  en cro ach m en t o f r a p i d l y  ex p an d ­
in g  com m ercia l an d  i n d u s t r i a l  f u n c t io n s  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  no 
lo n g e r  h o u se  th e  p o p u la t io n  i t  once d id ,  l e t  a lo n e  i n c r e a s ­
in g  num bers o f p e o p le ,2 F u r th e rm o re , th e  e a s t  E u ro p ean  
Jew s, u n l ik e  th e  German Jew s, came a s  im p o v e rish e d  immi­
g r a n t s  from  a  p r o v in c ia l  e x i s t e n c e  i n  s h t e t l s  an d  g h e t t o s ,  
c u l t u r a l l y  and  o f te n  p h y s ic a l l y  i s o l a t e d  from  th e  m a in ­
s tre a m  w i th in  t h e i r  h o m elan d s. The German Jew s an d  th e  
e a s t  E u ro p ean  Jew s r e f l e c t e d  d i f f e r e n t  w o rld s  an d  w ere 
u n e a sy  i n  e a c h  o t h e r s '  p r e s e n c e .^  C o n s e q u e n tly , e a s t  
E uropean  Jew s lo o k e d  e ls e w h e re  f o r  h o u s in g  r a t h e r  th a n  
downtown. The h o u s in g  th e y  c o u ld  a f f o r d  e x i s t e d  i n  f o u r  
p la c e s :  th e  lo w e r N o rth  S id e ,  th e  S ou th  S id e  f l a t s ,  th e
S t r ip - L a w r e n c e v i l l e  d i s t r i c t ,  an d  th e  lo w er H i l l ,  The 
lo w er N o rth  S id e , S o u th  S id e  f l a t s ,  an d  th e  S tr ip -L a w re n c e -  
v i l l e  d i s t r i c t  had  becom e, by  t h i s  t im e , s i t e s  f o r  m i l l s
^ In s u ra n c e  Map o f  th e  B u s in e s s  an d  M a n u fa c tu r in g  
P a r t s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h . West and  S o u th  P i t t s b u r g h , A lle g h e n y  
a n d  B irm ingham . P e n n s y lv a n ia  (New York: D, A , S a n b o rn , 1 8 7 1 ),
^Zosa S z a jk o w sk i, "The A t t i t u d e  o f  A m erican  Jew s to  
E a s t  E u ro p ean  Im m ig ra tio n ,"  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  A m erican  
J e w ish  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty . XL (1 9 5 1 ) ,  225 f f , ;  I n te r v ie w  
w ith  M rs. Emanuel F r ie d b e r g ,  fo rm e r  e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r  o f 
th e  J e w ish  Community R e la t io n s  C o u n c il ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Novem­
b e r ,  1967 .
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and  o th e r  heavy  i n d u s t r i e s ,  G e n t i l e  im m ig ran ts  from  e a s t  
E urope came t o  work i n  th e  m i l l s  a n d  l i v e  i n  th e  s u rro u n d ­
in g  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s ,  Jew s d id  n o t  se e k  o u t em ploym ent 
in  t h e  m i l l s  n o r  w ere th e  m i l l s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s i r o u s  o f 
em p lo y in g  th em . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  e a s t  E u ro p ean  Jew s remem­
b e re d  t h e i r  E u ro p ean  e x p e r ie n c e s  and  v iew ed  th e s e  m i l l  
co m m u n itie s  w ith  some a p p r e h e n s io n ,^
I t  was t o  th e  lo w e r H i l l ,  th e n ,  t h a t  th e  e a s t  
E u ro p ean  Jew s tu r n e d .  The lo w e r H i l l  p ro v id e d  a  l a r g e  
s u p p ly  o f in e x p e n s iv e  r e n t a l  h o u s in g ,  J e w ish  s e t t le m e n t  
becam e e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  th e  m arg in  o f  th e  lo w er H i l l  on 
T u n n e l S t r e e t ,  W ash ing ton  S t r e e t ,  an d  C o n g ress  S t r e e t ,  The 
t i d e  o f  e a s t  E u ropean  J e w ish  im m ig ra tio n  s w e l le d ;  on th e y  
came from  R u s s ia ,  B y e lo r u s s ia ,  L i th u a n ia ,  from  P o land  and  
th e  U k ra in e ,  from  H ungary , R um ania, an d  G a l i c i a ,  N ea rly  
a l l  o f  th e  n e w ly -a r r iv e d  im m ig ra n ts  p lu n g ed  in t o  th e  H i l l ,  
t o  b e  w ith  k in ,  w ith  f e l lo w  Jew , an d  th e  s e c u r i t y  o f th e  
c u l t u r e  th e y  knew and  u n d e r s to o d .  As a  m in o r i ty  in  E u ro p e , 
Jew s had  e x p e r ie n c e d  r e c u r r e n t  p e r s e c u t io n ,  fo rm a l r e ­
s t r i c t i o n s  on r e s id e n c e ,  o c c u p a t io n ,  a n d  c i v i c  s t a t u s  in  
m ost o f  E urope u n t i l  th e  s e v e n te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  and in  
e a s t e r n  E urope th ro u g h  th e  n in e t e e n th  an d  e a r l y  tw e n t ie th  
c e n t u r i e s .  Such a  rem em bered p a s t  a lo n e  s tr e n g th e n e d
^ I n te r v ie w  w ith  Sam uel B e g le r ,  p r e s id e n t  o f  L o ca l 
14 1 , L au n d ry  W orkers o f  A m erica , head  o f  th e  APL-CIO Com­
m i t t e e  on P o l i t i c a l  E d u c a tio n  i n  A lle g h e n y  C oun ty , P i t t s ­
b u rg h , A p r i l ,  1967 ,
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Je w ish  bonds o f i d e n t i t y , ^  I n  e a s t  E u ro p e , th e  m ost com­
mon p a t t e r n  o f J e w ish  l i f e  was t h a t  o f  sm a ll t r a d in g  com­
m u n i t ie s ,  a lm o s t  e x c lu s iv e ly  J e w is h , su rro u n d ed  by 
p e a s a n t r y ,6 A d ap ted  to  l i v i n g  a n  e c o lo g ic a l ly  s e p a r a te  
l i f e  i n  e a s t  E u ro p e , th e  Je w ish  im m ig ran ts  t r a n s f e r r e d  th e  
p a t t e r n  o f  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e  t o  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  a  l i f e  
t h a t  was s u s ta in e d ,  a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  f e a t u r e s ,  by su ch  
p r a c t i c e s  a s  d a i l y  p r a y e r  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  synagogue, 
m a in ta in a n c e  o f  k a s h ru th  ( d i e t a r y  law s n e c e s s i t a t i n g  th e  
u se  o f  k o sh e r  m eat a s  w e ll  a s  o th e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s ) , th e  u se  
o f  Y id d ish , th e  d e e p - s e a te d  s u s p ic io n  o f  G e n t i l e s ,  an d  th e  
p ro fo u n d  a b h o rre n c e  o f  in te r m a r r i a g e .  To m a in ta in  J e w ish ­
n e s s ,  c lo s e  p h y s ic a l  p ro x im ity  was f e l t  t o  be a  n e c e s s i t y .  
Thus Jew was draw n t o  Jew , and  a s  in c r e a s in g  num bers o f 
Jew s came to  th e  h i l l ,  th e  c u l t u r a l  t i e s  s t r e n g th e n e d ,  
a t t r a c t i n g  Je w ish  im m ig ran ts  ev en  more an d  i n t e n s i f y i n g  th e  
con tinuum  o f  Jew a n d  c u l tu r e  in  th e  H i l l , ?
T hus, J e w ish  s e t t le m e n t  pushed  h ig h e r  i n t o  th e  
H i l l — to  Logan S t r e e t ,  R o b e r ts  S t r e e t ,  an d  C la rk  S t r e e t  
by  I 8 9 0 , and a s  im m ig ra tio n  s o a re d  th ro u g h  th e  t u r n  o f  th e
^L o u is  W ir th , The G h e tto  (C hicagos U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
C hicago  P r e s s ,  1 9 2 8 ), p p . 1Ô-21, 2 05 , 267 .
^B ernard  D, W einryb, " Je w is h  Im m ig ra tio n  and  Accom­
m o d a tio n  to  A m e ric a ,"  P u b l i c a t io n s  o f  th e  A m erican  Je w ish  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty . XLVI (1 9 5 7 ) , P . 12, “
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  B e rn a rd  K ap lan , p r e s id e n t  o f  B eth  
H am edrash H ag ad o l-B e th  Jaco b  C o n g re g a tio n , son  o f  R abbi 
Jo se p h  K ap lan , s e x to n  o f  B e th  H am edrash H agadol C ongrega­
t i o n  ( 1904- 1952) ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  M arch, 1969*
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c e n tu r y ,  s e t t l e m e n t  ex ten d ed  a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  D inw idd le  
S t r e e t ,  W ebster Avenue on th e  n o r th ,  and  th e  B lu f f  on 
th e  s o u th .
The movement i n t o  th e  H i l l  c o n tin u e d  u n t i l  World 
War I ,  p a u s e d , resum ed a f t e r  th e  w ar, and  v i r t u a l l y  ceased  
in  th e  m id -1 9 2 0 's  w ith  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  th e  Im m ig ra tio n  A c ts .  
By 1 9 2 4 , J e w ish  s e t t le m e n t  had  e x te n d e d  a s  f a r  e a s t  i n  th e  
H i l l  a s  H erro n  H i l l .  The H i l l  had  become Je w ish , a  g h e t to  
o f t r a n s p l a n t e d  e a s t  E uropean  Je w ry , w ith  i t s  jammed row 
h o u s e s ,  crow ded s t r e e t s ,  k o s h e r  b u tc h e r  sh o p s , d e l i c a t e s ­
s e n s ,  p e d d le r s ,  c ig a r  f a c t o r i e s ,  p a n ts  f a c t o r i e s ,  b a th  
h o u s e s ,  an d  o v e r a l l ,  th e  o ld  c u l t u r e  t h a t  had  p la y e d  i t s  
s i r e n  c a l l  f o r  m ore th a n  a  g e n e r a t io n .
A lth o u g h  th e  overw helm ing m a jo r i ty  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s 
Jew s l i v e d  i n  th e  H i l l  i n  1924 , movement t o  o th e r  a r e a s  had 
b e e n  o c c u r r in g  f o r  some y e a r s .  D uring  th e  1 8 6 0 's  and  
1870’ s ,  th e  German Jews i n  th e  downtown a r e a s  had moved to  
th e  c i t y  o f  A lle g h e n y , th e  p r e s e n t- d a y  N o rth  S id e . The 
German Jew s had  b een  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  German c u l t u r e ,  
u rb a n  and  e d u c a te d . Many o f  them  had a  s o l i d  background 
in  m e r c a n t i l i s m  and  s k i l l e d  c r a f t s .  A c h iev in g  f i n a n c i a l  
s u c c e s s  soon  a f t e r  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  in  P i t t s b u r g h ,  many o f 
them  w ish ed  t o  e sca p e  from  th e  smoke and  g rim e , ev en  th e n ,  
o f  downtown P i t t s b u r g h .  They lo o k ed  to  A lle g h e n y , f o r  th e  
R idge Avenue-Monument H i l l  s e c t i o n  r e p re s e n te d  a n  a f f lu e n c e ,  
ev en  o p u le n c e ,  s c a r c e ly  fo u n d  anyw here e l s e  i n  th e  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  a r e a .  In  t h i s  s e c t io n  w ere th e  m ansions o f th e  e a r ly
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s t e e l  and f i n a n c i a l  b a ro n s  o f  P i t t s b u r g h .  The German Jews 
moved in to  th e  A lle g h e n y  Avenue s e c t io n ,  a d jo in in g  R idge 
A venue, From t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  th e y  c o u ld  s t i l l  m a in ta in  
t h e i r  b u s in e s s  o p e r a t io n s  downtown and  ev e n , a s  many d id ,  
i n i t i a t e  b u s in e s s e s  i n  A lleg h en y  f o r  th e  g ro w in g  p o p u la ­
t i o n  t h e r e , 8
In  th e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 's ,  a  sm a ll s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Jew s 
became e s ta b l i s h e d  i n  w e s te rn  O akland in  th e  m odest h o u s ­
in g  o f  th e  C r a f t  Avenue a r e a .  T h is  s e t t l e m e n t  sy m b o lized  
th e  f i r s t  t r u e  b re a k in g  away from  th e  H i l l ,  I t  was com­
p r i s e d  of f a m i l i e s  who d e s ir e d  t o  le a v e  th e  c o n f in e s  o f  th e  
H i l l ,  who had  n e i t h e r  th e  money n o r  th e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  b e ­
come p a r t  o f  th e  G erm an-Jew ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  A lle g h e n y , 
and  y e t ,  who w ish ed  t o  be n o t to o  f a r  from  th e  g r e a t  c e n te r  
o f  Je w ish n e ss  in  th e  H i l l ,  Too, w e s te rn  O akland was c lo s e  
to  downtown P i t t s b u r g h ,  and  th e  a d v e n t o f s t r e e t  r a i lw a y  
s e r v ic e  had made downtown even  more a c c e s s i b l e .  The 
O akland s e t t l e m e n t  was s c a r c e ly  more th a n  a  m ile  from  th e  
H i l l ,  The Jew s o f  O akland co u ld  e a s i l y  m a in ta in  c o n ta c t  
w ith  th e  H i l l —v i s i t  r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s ,  buy k o s h e r  m eat 
an d  baked goods on Sunday, r e t u r n  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s ,  
o r  ev en  r e t a i n  m em bership in  th e  sy n agogues o f  th e  H i l l .
And w ith  t h i s ,  th e y  found  in  O akland s a t i s f a c t o r y  h o u s in g
^ In te rv ie w  w ith  Jo sep h  Rosenbaum, member o f  th e  
Rodef Shalom C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  A p r i l ,  1969; i n t e r ­
v iew  w ith  H onorab le  David Olbum, Judge o f  Common P le a s  
C o u rt o f  A lle g h en y  C ounty , fo rm er r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  N o rth  
S id e , M arch, I 9 6 9 ,
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w ith in  t h e i r  m eans. F o r  th o s e  Jew s who d id  n o t  w ant to  
move f a r  from  th e  H i l l ,  p h y s ic a l ly  o r  c u l t u r a l l y ,  O akland 
p ro v id e d  a  s o l u t i o n . 9 As m ore p e o p le  i n  t h e  H i l l  r e c o g ­
n iz e d  t h i s ,  th e  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  O akland g rew  an d  e x ­
panded a s  f a r  e a s t  a s  McKee S t r e e t  by  1924 .
I n  th e  1 8 9 0 's ,  a n o th e r  sm a ll s e t t l e m e n t  was 
i n i t i a t e d  i n  E a s t  L ib e r ty  in  th e  A t l a n t i c  A venue-N eg ley  
Avenue d i s t r i c t .  T h is  s e t t l e m e n t  was com posed o f  r a t h e r  
w e a lth y  Je w s, some o f whom were German Jew s m oving from  
A lle g h e n y , who d e s i r e d  t o  r e s i d e  i n  w hat was becom ing one 
o f  th e  f i n e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  o f  th e  c i t y .  L a rg e  h o u ses  
and  s p a c io u s  g ro u n d s  a t t e s t e d  t o  an  im proved  econom ic 
s t a t u s  a n d  s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e .  The E a s t  L ib e r ty  s e t t l e m e n t  
r e p r e s e n t e d ,  in  a  way t h a t  th e  O akland s e t t l e m e n t  d id  n o t ,  
a  much m ore co m p le te  b re a k  w ith  th e  H i l l ,  t h e  p h y s ic a l  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  p r o x im ity ,  and  th e  o ld  t r a d i t i o n s  t h a t  had 
s u s ta in e d  a  g e n e r a t io n .  By 1924, th e  E a s t  L ib e r ty  s e t t l e ­
m ent had  expanded  n o r th  t o  N o rth  S t ,  C l a i r ,  C o l l i n s ,  and 
R ippey  S t r e e t s  a s  m ore Jew s g a in e d  enough r e s o u r c e s  t o
^ I n te r v ie w  w ith  R abb i Herman Ha l lp e r . in ..  R abbi 
E m e r itu s  o f  th e  T ree  o f  L i f e  C o n g re g a tio n  (1 9 1 7 -1 9 6 7 ) , 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  F e b ru a ry ,  I 9 6 8 ; in te r v ie w  w ith  Kaye G o ld b e rg , 
r e s i d e n t  o f  O ak lan d , P i t t s b u r g h ,  May, 1966 .
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le a v e  th e  H i l l  f o r  th e  d e s i r a b l e  a r e a s  o f  E a s t  L ib e r ty  an d  
E a s t  End,^®
By 191 0 , a  few  Je w ish  f a m i l i e s  had moved t o  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l .  T h is  g ro u p , to o ,  had b een  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l .
They ch o se  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  f o r ,  a l th o u g h  i t  had r e l a t i v e l y  
d i f f i c u l t  to p o g ra p h y  an d  had b ee n  q u i t e  i n a c c e s s i b l e .  I t  was 
l a r g e l y  u n d ev e lo p ed  an d  a f fo r d e d  a n  u n u s u a l o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  
b u i ld in g  o r  b u y in g  n e w ly - b u i l t  h o u s in g ,  f o r  th e  e s t a b l i s h ­
m ent o f b u s in e s s e s ,  f o r  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  new, v i a b l e ,  and  
a s p i r i n g  J e w ish  com m unity. S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  a s  d id  E a s t  
L i b e r ty ,  sy m b o lized  a  b r e a k ,  p h y s i c a l l y  an d  c u l t u r a l l y ,  
w ith  th e  H i l l , B y  1924, th e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t le m e n t  n e a r  
F o rb e s  Avenue an d  M urray Avenue had  expanded s e v e r a l  b lo c k s ,  
m a in ly  s o u th  t o  B eacon S t r e e t  an d  n o r th  t o  D e n n is to n  A venue,
A ls o ,  by th e  mid 1 9 2 0 's ,  s c a t t e r i n g s  o f  Jew s had 
become e s t a b l i s h e d  in  c e r t a i n  d i s t r i c t s ,  u s u a l ly  in d u s ­
t r i a l ,  su ch  a s  th e  M an ch este r an d  E a s t  Ohio s e c t io n s  o f 
th e  N o rth  S id e , th e  C arso n  S t r e e t  a r e a  o f  th e  S outh  S id e  
an d  Homewood, They came to  th e s e  G e n t i l e  a r e a s  to  p r o ­
v id e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s m a l l - s c a le  m e r c a n t i le  s e r v ic e s  f o r  th e
l^ I n te r v ie w  w ith  N athan  B i l d e r ,  member o f th e  B’N ai 
I s r a e l  C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  O c to b e r , I 9685 in te rv ie w  
w ith  M rs, H a rry  W achs, n ie c e  o f th e  l a t e  R abbi B enjam in 
L i c h t e r ,  R ab b i o f  B 'N a i I s r a e l  C o n g re g a tio n  ( I 920 - I 96 3 ) ,  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  May, I 9 6 8 .
11I n te rv ie w  w ith  Abe C ap lan , c h a r t e r  member and 
s e c r e t a r y  o f  B e th  Shalom C o n g re g a tio n  ( I 9 I 7 - I 966 ) ,  P i t t s ­
b u rg h , May, 1968 ; in te r v ie w  w ith  H arry  A ren so n , c h a r t e r  
member o f B e th  Shalom C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u n e , 196?.
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co m m u n itie s— th e  t a i l o r  sh o p , th e  d ry  goods s t o r e ,  o r  
c o rn e r  g r o c e r y .12
By 1924 , i n  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  p o s t  World War I  
econom ic boom, th e  movement from  th e  H i l l  to  more a t t r a c ­
t i v e  s u rro u n d in g s  had become a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e lem en t i n  th e  
ch an g in g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Jew ish  p o p u la t io n  in  th e  c i t y .
T h is  s p a t i a l  movement o f  P i t t s b u r g h 's  Jew s r e f l e c t e d  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f a  v e ry  r a p id  v e r t i c a l  m o b i l i ty  b ased  on 
econom ic g a i n s , T h i s  m o b i l i ty  stemmed from  a  c o m b in a tio n  
o f h i s t o r i c a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  f o r c e s .  O bliged  t o  l i v e  a s  
f o r e ig n e r s  o r  a s  p a r ia h  p e o p le  i n  n a t io n s  c o n t r o l l e d  by 
o t h e r s ,  Jew s had o f te n  fa c e d  s e v e re  l i m i t a t i o n s .  Many 
a c t i v i t i e s  had b een  c lo s e d  t o  them  f o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
th o s e  r e l a t e d  t o  go v ern m en t, m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s io n s ,  an d  lan d  
o w n e rsh ip . As a  r e s u l t ,  Jew s w ere d r iv e n  t o  m e r c a n t i le  and 
c r a f t  f u n c t io n s .  C ut o f f  from  th e  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  t o  r i s e  in  
th e  m a jo r i n s t i t u t i o n a l  sy stem s o f  th e  l a r g e r  s o c ie ty  in  
w hich th e y  l i v e d ,  b u t  o f  w hich th e y  were n o t a  p a r t ,  th e  
v o c a t io n  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  p r e s t i g e  came to  be t h a t  o f  th e  
s c h o la r - r a b b i ,  t h e  man le a r n e d  i n  Jew ish  law , h i s t o r y ,  and 
t r a d i t i o n .  L e a rn in g  an d  s c h o la r s h ip ,  r a t h e r  th a n  pow er and
12% ntervlew  w ith  Edgar M ic h a e ls ,  member o f  C i ty  
C o u n c il o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  p r o p r i e t o r  o f  fa m ily  b u s in e s s  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  i n  N o rth  S id e  i n  1919, P i t t s b u r g h ,  A p r i l ,  19&9; 
in te r v ie w  w ith  N athan  L u p o v ich , w h o le sa le  p ro d u ce  b ro k e r  
( 1922- p r e s e n t ) ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u n e , I 9 6 6 ,
l ^ I n te r v ie w  w ith  th e  l a t e  D r, A sher I s a a c s ,  p r o f e s s o r  
o f  E conom ics, U n iv e r s i ty  o f P i t t s b u r g h ,  c h a r t e r  member o f 
th e  Young P e o p le s ' C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  November, 1964,
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w e a lth ,  became in c r e a s in g ly  t o  be th e  m easure o f  a  man in  
t h e  Je w ish  community o f th e  s h t e t l . J e w ish  r e l i g i o n  i n ­
s t i l l e d  l i t e r a c y  and  l e a r n in g  a s  a  p e rm an en t, b a s ic  v a lu e .  
Thus Jew s w ere p ro v id e d  w ith  a  s e t  o f  v a lu e s  and  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s  l i k e l y  t o  m axim ize t h e i r  ch an ces  o f  upward 
m o b i l i ty  i n  modern u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  once th e  
econom ic and  e d u c a t io n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f th e  s o c ie ty  w ere 
s e c u l a r i z e d , ! ^
Even w ith  th e  s ig n s  o f a  grow ing  p r o s p e r i t y  among 
P i t t s b u r g h 's  Jew s and  th e  s t a r t  o f  a n  exodus from  th e  H i l l ,  
th e  H i l l  rem ained  th e  huge c o re  o f  J e w ish  s e t t le m e n t  in  
1924.
M ig ra t io n  from  th e  H i l l  in c r e a s e d  m arked ly  d u r in g  
th e  1920 ' s ,  p r im a r i ly  t o  O ak land , E a s t  L ib e r ty ,  and 
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  W ith th e  c e s s a t io n  o f l a r g e  in f u s io n s  o f 
Jew s i n t o  th e  c i t y ' s  p o p u la t io n ,  J e w ish  s e t t le m e n t  a f t e r  
1924 r e l f e c t e d  i n t e r n a l  p r e s s u r e s  i n  th e  sh ap in g  o f  d i s t r i ­
b u t io n a l  p a t t e r n s .  By 1938, th e  m ost s t r i k i n g  change was 
t h a t  Jew s no lo n g e r  were c o n c e n tr a te d  i n  one g r e a t  s e t t l e ^  
m ent in  th e  H i l l ,  They w ere now lo c a te d  i n  f o u r  d i s t i n c t  
an d  im p o r ta n t  n u c le i :  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  th e  H i l l ,  E a s t  End,
an d  O ak land , M oreover, S q u i r r e l  H i l l  had r e p la c e d  th e  H i l l  
a s  th e  c e n te r  o f  Jew ish  p o p u la t io n ,  c o n ta in in g  o v e r 4 ,2 0 0  
Je w ish  h o u se h o ld s  o r  f o r t y - t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c i t y ' s
!^W em er S om bart, The Jew s an d  Modern C a p i ta l i s m , 
t r a n s ,  by M, E p s te in  (London: T , F i s h e r  Unwin, 1 913), 
p p , 1 7 8 -1 8 3 , 253 - 263 ,
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J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s . T h is  s t i l l  l e f t  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  f a r  
b e h in d  th e  dom inance o f  th e  H i l l  o f  1924 when th e  H i l l  con­
t a i n e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  s e v e n ty - f iv e  p e r  c e n t of th e  c i t y ' s  
Jew s.
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ' s  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  had expanded from  
th e  o r i g i n a l  c o re  o f  s e t t le m e n t  i n  th e  M urray Avenue and  
F o rb e s  S t r e e t  a r e a s  ou tw ard  in  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  b u t th e  p r i ­
m ary t h r u s t  was s o u th  t o  F orw ard  Avenue w here h o u s in g  was 
m ore r e a s o n a b ly  p r ic e d  th a n  n o r th  o f F o rb e s ,
S q u i r r e l  H i l l  was p ro v in g  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  Je w ish  
p o p u la t io n .  T h e re  was p l e n t i f u l  new o r  a lm o st-n ew  h o u s in g , 
th e  h o u ses  w ere b u i l t  on l o t s  l a r g e  enough f o r  a  p la y  y a rd  
o r  g a rd e n , th e  s t r e e t s  w ere t r e e - l i n e d ,  and th e  s c h o o ls  were 
g o o d . The n e ig h b o rh o o d  had q u a l i t y ,  a  s ta te m e n t o f s o l i d ­
i t y ,  p r e s t i g e ,  and  s t a t u s .  A l l  o f  th e s e  w ere im p o r ta n t  t o  
th e  Je w ish  p o p u la t io n .  The a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of th e  c u l t u r a l  
c e n t e r  i n  O akland w ith  i t s  l i b r a r i e s ,  museums an d  u n i v e r ­
s i t i e s  a l s o  p ro v ed  im p o r ta n t  t o  a  p e o p le  s te e p e d  in  th e  
t r a d i t i o n  o f  in q u i r y  an d  e d u c a t io n .  P e rh a p s —and  m ost 
im p o r ta n t— t h e r e  was th e  f e e l i n g  o f  v i t a l i t y ,  o f a n  e x c e e d ­
in g ly  v ia b le  Je w ish  com m unity, and  th e  sp ace  needed  to  
b r in g  t h i s  community t o  overw helm ing s t r e n g th  and  dom inance ,
^ ^ In te rv ie w  w ith  S ta n le y  A rnheim , p r e s id e n t  o f  A rnheim  
an d  N ee ly , I n c ,  ( r e a l  e s t a t e ) ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Decem ber, 1 9 6 ? ; 
in t e r v ie w  w ith  M rs, Emanuel F r ie d b e r g ,  fo rm e r  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  
J e w ish  Community R e la t io n s  C o u n c il ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  November, 
1 9 6 7 ; in te r v ie w  w ith  R abbi D r, J o se p h  S h a p iro , R abbi o f  P o a le  
Z edeck  C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  May, I 9685 B ureau  o f B u s i­
n e s s  R e se a rc h , R ea l P ro p e r ty  In v e n to ry  o f  A lle g h e n y  C ounty 
B u reau  o f  B u s in e ss  R e se a rc h  S t a t i s t i c a l  H andbook, No, 3 , 
( P i t t s b u r g h :  U n iv e r s i ty  o f P i t t s b u r g h ,  1937).
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By 1938 , th e  H i l l  had s l i p p e d  to  seco n d  p la c e  w ith  
a p p ro x im a te ly  2 ,0 0 0  Je w ish  h o u s e h o ld s ,  o r  tw e n ty  p e r  c e n t  
o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s .  The H i l l  had d e t e r i o r a t e d  
c o n s id e r a b ly .  The y e a r s  o f  o v e rc ro w d in g  th e  o ld  h o u s in g  
had ta k e n  i t s  t o l l .  Much o f  t h e  lo w e r  H i l l  was b e in g  o c c u ­
p ie d  by N eg ro es  an d  had becom e, by 1938, th e  c e n t e r  o f 
N egro s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  T hrough  much o f th e  H i l l ' s  
J e w ish  com m unity, t h e r e  was a  g ro w in g  u n e a s in e s s  o v e r  th e  
i n f l u x  o f a  p e o p le  r a c i a l l y  an d  c u l t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  and  
w ith  a  lo w e r  s ta n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g .  The com ing o f  N eg ro es  t o  
th e  H i l l  u n d o u b te d ly  added  a  s t im u lu s  t o  th e  J e w ish  m ig ra ­
t i o n  from  th e  H i l l ,  a s  th e  com ing o f  th e  Jew s t o  th e  H i l l  
y e a r s  b e f o r e  had h e lp e d  i n i t i a t e  th e  e g r e s s  o f many o f  th e  
G e n t i l e s  who had  r e s id e d  t h e r e ,
The E a s t  End had  o v e r  1 ,5 0 0  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  
f i f t e e n  p e r  c e n t o f th e  c i t y ' s  J e w is h  h o u se h o ld s  i n  1938 , 
The E a s t  End s e t t l e m e n t  had  ex p anded  n o rth w a rd  to  S ta n to n  
A venue. E a s t  End d en o te d  t o  Jew s much o f  w hat S q u i r r e l  
H i l l  d i d —a  d e s i r a b l e  and  a t t r a c t i v e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f f i n e  
b r i c k  h o u se s  an d  t r e e - l i n e d  s t r e e t s — somewhat o ld e r  th a n  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  b u t  lo n g  known f o r  r e s p e c t a b l e  and  s o l i d  
a t t a i n m e n t ,  A c o n s id e r a b le  am ount o f  la n d  i n  E a s t  End
l ^ i n t e r v i e w  w ith  M rs, R ic h a rd  L odge, s o c i a l  w o rk e r , 
f o rm e r ly  w ith  I r e n e  Kaufmann S e t t l e m e n t ,  H i l l  D i s t r i c t ,  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  A p r i l ,  I 967» i n te r v ie w  w ith  E l i  Z e l ig s o n ,  
t a i l o r ,  r e s i d e n t  o f  H i l l  D i s t r i c t  ( I 9 I 3 - I 966) ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  
F e b r u a ry ,  I 965 .
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a l th o u g h  n o t  n e a r ly  a s  g r e a t  a  p r o p o r t io n  a s  i n  S q u i r r e l  
H i l l ,  had  rem ain ed  u n d e v e lo p e d  u n t i l  th e  1 9 2 0 's and  1 9 3 0 's .  
As in  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  many Jew s b o u g h t l a n d  a n d  b u i l t  h o u ses  
o r  p u rc h a se d  n e w ly - c o n s t r u c te d  h o u s in g  i n  th e s e  r a p id ly  
d e v e lo p in g  a r e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  H ig h lan d  P a rk  d i s t r i c t .
The f o u r t h  o f  th e  m a jo r  Je w ish  s e t t l e m e n t s  in  1938, 
O ak lan d , c o n ta in e d  a p p ro x im a te ly  1 ,3 0 0  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s , 
o r  t h i r t e e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  th e  c i t y .  
The O akland  s e t t l e m e n t  had expanded from  th e  C r a f t  Avenue 
s e c t io n  e a s t  t o  Atwood S t r e e t  and  s o u th  t o  Dawson S t r e e t  
an d  F r a z i e r  S t r e e t ,  The h o u s in g  i n  O a k la n d 's  J e w ish  s e t t l e ­
m ent was f a r  more m o d est th a n  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  o r  E a s t  End, 
The a tm o sp h e re  o f  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  was f a r  more r e m in is c e n t  
o f  th e  H i l l  o f  a  g e n e r a t io n  b e f o r e .  The Jew s who had moved 
to  O akland o b v io u s ly  had  n o t  a c c ru e d  th e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  
o f  th o s e  who had s e t t l e d  i n  E a s t  End o r  S q u i r r e l  H i l l .  But 
t h e  o b v io u s ly  im proved c o n d i t io n s  o v e r  th e  H i l l ,  th e  easy  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  downtown P i t t s b u r g h ,  a n d  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  
o p p o r tu n i t i e s  o f  O ak land  o f f e r e d  c o n s id e r a b le  ad v a n ta g e s ,^ ®
^ 7 in te rv ie w  w ith  R abbi M o rris  L a n d e s , R abbi o f A dath  
J e s h u ru n  C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u n e ,  I 9 6 6 ; in te rv ie w  
w i th  C a n to r  M ordeca i H e is e r ,  C an to r o f B 'N a i I s r a e l  Con­
g r e g a t io n ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  O c to b e r , 196?; i n t e r v ie w  w ith  th e  
l a t e  Ben T h o rp e , p r e s i d e n t  o f  B, T horpe an d  Company ( r e a l  
e s t a t e ) ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u ly ,  I 9 6 8 ; B ureau  o f  B u s in e ss  
R e s e a rc h , R ea l P r o p e r ty  In v e n to ry  o f  A lle g h e n y  C o u n ty , 
o p , c i t ,
^ ® In te rv ie w  w i th  R abbi Herman H a i lp e r in ,  R abbi 
E m e r itu s  o f  th e  T ree  o f  L i f e  C o n g re g a tio n  (1 9 1 7 -1 9 6 7 ), 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  F e b ru a ry ,  19685 in te r v ie w  w ith  D r, S o l Y ork, 
d e n t i s t ,  r e s i d e n t  o f  O akland s in c e  1914, P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u n e ,
1 9 6 9 .
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The f o u r  c e n t e r s  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1938— 
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  th e  H i l l ,  E a s t  End, and  O akland— c o n ta in e d  
n in e ty -o n e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  i n  P i t t s b u r g h .  
The re m a in in g  n in e  p e r  c e n t  v^as d i s t r i b u t e d  a s  fo l lo w s :
S ou th  S id e -S o u th  H i l l s ,  f o u r  p e r  c e n t ;  N orth  S id e ,  tw o p e r  
c e n t  ; Homewood-B ru s h ton , one p e r  c e n t ;  and  one p e r  c e n t  
s c a t t e r e d  in  Hazelwood an d  L a w re n c e v il le .  These Jew s l iv e d  
in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  in  w hich th e y  co n d u c ted  t h e i r  sm a ll 
b u s in e s s e s ,  a p a r t  from  th e  community and  y e t  q u i t e  c u t  o f f  
from  th e  m ajo r s o u rc e s  o f  J e w ish n e s s  i n  th e  c i t y .
From th e  1938 d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h 's  Jew s, 
i t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  Jew s le a v in g  th e  H i l l  had s e le c t e d  
c e r t a i n  a r e a s  and  shunned o t h e r s .  I n  th e  m ain , few  Jew s 
had moved from  th e  H i l l  t o  th e  p o o r e r ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s e c ­
t i o n s  o f th e  c i t y ;  i . e . .  S o u th  S id e , lo w er N o rth  S id e ,  
S t r ip - L a w r e n c e v i l l e ,  o r  H azelw ood. The h a n d fu l  o f  Jew s who 
had  moved t o  th e  a r e a s  i n  th e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 's an d  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 's  
had gone th e r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  sm a ll r e t a i l  b u s in e s s e s .  The 
r e s id e n c e  o f  a  Jew i n  su ch  a  community was b ased  s o le l y  
upon th e  i n i t i a t i o n  an d  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t io n  o f  h i s  b u s i ­
n e s s .  I t  was n o t  to  be f o r  a n o th e r  s c o re  o f y e a r s  t h a t  
many o f  th e s e  Jew s moved t h e i r  r e s id e n c e s  to  o th e r  a r e a s  
o f  th e  c i t y  w h ile  m a in ta in in g  t h e i r  b u s in e s s e s  in  th e  in d u s ­
t r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  no way c o u ld  o r  d id  th e s e  com m unities 
a t t r a c t  l a r g e  num bers o f  Jew s f o r  p u r e ly  r e s i d e n t i a l  p u r ­
p o s e s .  Jew s e v id e n t ly  rem ained  in  th e  H i l l  no m a t te r  how 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n d i t io n s  w ere u n t i l  th e y  had a c cu m u la ted
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enough money t o  move t o  w hat th e y  c o n s id e re d  to  be s i g n i f i ­
c a n t ly  more d e s i r a b l e  s u r ro u n d in g s ,  Thesp su rro u n d in g s  
a p p a r e n t ly  d id  n o t  in c lu d e  th e  o u t ly in g  n o r th e r n ,  s o u th e r n ,  
and  w e s te rn  a r e a s  o f th e  c i t y —th e  S ou th  H i l l s  and  u p p er 
N o rth  S id e — even  th o u g h  th e s e  a r e a s  o f f e r e d  a t t r a c t i v e  
n e ig h b o rh o o d s  an d  good h o u s in g . T hese a r e a s  a p p e a re d  t o  
th e  Jew s to  b e  to o  re m o te , to o  f a r  rem oved from  th e  c e n te r  
o f  th e  c i t y  an d  w hat had b een  t h e i r  homes and th e  c e n te r  
o f t h e i r  c u l t u r e .  The r i v e r s  seemed to  be a  p h y s ic a l  and 
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  b a r r i e r ,  an d  th e  la n d  beyond a p p e a re d  to  be 
a n  a lm o s t r u r a l  an d  c u l t u r a l  d e s o l a t i o n , 19 i t  was t o  th e  
e a s t  t h a t  th e  Jew s tu r n e d —a  f lo w  from  th e  H i l l  t o  O akland , 
E a s t  End, an d  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  a  movement t h a t  seemed n a t u r a l  
an d  s h o r t  i n  co m p ariso n  w ith  th e  lo n g  le a p - f r o g g in g  to  th e  
N o rth  H i l l s  o r  S o u th  H i l l s ,  A lth o u g h  th e  movement p ro d u ced  
m arked n u c l é a t io n ,  th e  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  w ere q u i t e  c lo s e  to  
each  o th e r ,  and  a l l  w ere c e n t r a l  an d  a c c e s s i b l e .  Each of 
th e  new s e t t l e m e n t s — O akland , E a s t  End, an d  S q u i r r e l  H i l l -  
r e p re s e n te d  c o n s id e ra b le  im provem ent i n  s t a t u s  and  a t t a i n ­
ment i n  n e ig h b o rh o o d s , h o u s in g , s c h o o ls ,  and  open s p a c e . 
Each a r e a  a l s o  r e p r e s e n te d  a  b re a k  w ith  th e  p a s t ,  a  p a s t
I 9 ln te r v ie w  w ith  D r, Jerom e A uerb ach , p r o f e s s o r  of 
S o c ia l  Work, U n iv e r s i ty  o f  S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n i a j  fo rm er 
e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  Young Men and Women's Hebrew 
A s s o c ia t io n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  F e b ru a ry , I 9 6 6 ; 
i n te r v ie w  w ith  th e  l a t e  A lex  B a sk in , p a s t  p r e s id e n t  of 
B e th  Jeh u d a  C o n g re g a tio n  o f  th e  N o rth  S id e ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  
S ep tem b er, 1964.
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of th e  g h e t to  and  s h t e t l  o f e a s t e r n  Europe and  th e  s e l f -  
made g h e t to  o f  th e  H i l l .
T h u s , th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h 's  Jew s i n  1938 
r e v e a le d  t h a t  a  g e n e r a t io n  o f movement from  th e  H i l l  had 
le d  to  no w ide d i s p e r s a l  o f  Jew s th ro u g h o u t th e  c i t y ,  b u t 
to  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  n u c le i  in  a r e a s  o f 
th e  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n .
W orld War I I  cau sed  a  v i r t u a l  h a l t  to  th e  movement 
w i th in  th e  c i t y ,  a  pause  t h a t  was t o  b u r s t  f o r t h  i n  a  
f re n z y  o f  m ig ra t io n  d u r in g  th e  im m ed ia te  p o s t  W orld War I I  
econom ic boom.
From W orld War I I  to  I 9 6 3 , m ajo r s h i f t s  a g a in  
o c c u r re d  i n  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  P i t t s b u r g h 's  Jew s, an d  by 
1963 , th e  p a t t e r n  o f  a  g e n e r a t io n  b e fo re  had  been  re sh a p e d  
d r a s t i c a l l y .  By I 9 6 3 , th e  Je w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  o f th e  H i l l  
had v a n is h e d , an d  th e  H i l l  had become a  Negro g h e t to  a s  
u n i f i e d  in  i t s  p o p u la t io n  and  c u l tu r e  a s  th e  Je w ish  g h e t to  
had b een  two g e n e r a t io n s  b e f o r e .  Only a  g lim p se  o f th e  o ld  
Je w ish  c u l tu r e  o f th e  H i l l  rem a in ed . The o ld  sy n ag o g u es , 
w ith  t h e i r  domes an d  a r c h e s ,  had b een  c o n v e r te d  i n t o  N egro 
P r o t e s t a n t  c h u rc h e s .
Y e t, a lm o s t a  hundred  J e w ish  h o u seh o ld s  d id  e x i s t  
in  th e  H i l l  in  I 9 6 3 , Much o f  th e  ex trem e lo w er p o r t i o n  o f  
th e  H i l l ,  th e  w o rs t slum  o f  th e  N egro g h e t to ,  had been  
ra z e d  an d  r e b u i l t  a s  a n  u rb a n  re n e w a l p r o je c t  i n  th e  1950 ’ s .  
Two lu x u ry  a p a r tm e n ts  w ere c o n s tr u c te d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and 
i t  was i n  th e s e  a p a r tm e n ts  t h a t  th e  Jew ish  f a m i l i e s  r e s i d e d .
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They were a s  i s o l a t e d  from  th e  p r e s e n t  N egro c u l t u r e  o f  
th e  H i l l  a s  th e y  w ould te v e  b een  from  th e  p a s t  J e w ish  c u l ­
t u r e  o f  t h e  H i l l .  The H i l l ,  th e n ,  no lo n g e r  e x i s t e d  in  
te rm s  o f s e t t l e m e n t  by Jew s. The im p ro v in g  f i n a n c i a l  co n ­
d i t i o n  o f  th e  H i l l ’ s  Jew s i n  th e  p o s t  W orld War I I  econom ic 
boom, t h e i r  d e s i r e  f o r  a  l i f e  i n  more d e s i r a b l e  s u rro u n d ­
in g s  i n  more v i a b l e  Je w ish  co m m u n itie s , th e  m arked d e t e r ­
i o r a t i o n  o f th e  H i l l ,  t h e  g row ing  dom inance o f  th e  N egroes 
i n  th e  H i l l —a l l  w ere in v o lv e d  in  t h e  c l e a r i n g  o f  th e  H i l l
by J e w s .20
A ls o , by 196 3 » th e  s m a ll  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  Jew s in  th e  
G e n t i le  co m m u n ities  o f  N orth  S id e , S o u th  S id e , a n d  Homewood 
had  v i r t u a l l y  d is a p p e a r e d .  T hese  s h o p k e e p e rs , who had 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  b u s in e s s e s  i n  th e  f i r s t  and  second  
d e c a d e s  o f  th e  1900* s, had e i t h e r  d i e d ,  o r  r e t i r e d  and 
moved to  J e w ish  co m m u n itie s . T h e ir  c h i l d r e n  had grown to  
a d u l th o o d ,  and  b e in g  w eary  o f  th e  c u l t u r a l  i s o l a t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  c h ild h o o d  a n d  th e  p ro s p e c t  b e f o re  them , l e f t . ^ ^
C o n v e rs e ly , S q u i r r e l  H i l l ’ s  J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  had 
su rg e d  b e tw een  I 938  and  I 9 6 3 . I n  I 9 6 3 , S q u i r r e l  H i l l  con­
ta in e d  a b o u t 6 ,5 0 0  h o u s e h o ld s , o r  s i x t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f
2 0 in te rv ie w  w ith  H abbi D r. B e rn a rd  Poupko, R abbi o f 
S h aa re  T orah  C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  M arch, I 9 6 8 ; i n t e r ­
v iew  w ith  D r. Solomon A bram s, e x e c u t iv e  d i r e c t o r  o f 
Hebrew I n s t i t u t e ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Novem ber, I 9 6 7 .
2 1 ln te rv le w  w ith  R abbi D r. J o se p h  S h a p iro ,  R abbi o f  
P o a le  Z edeck C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  May, I 9 6 8 ; i n t e r ­
v iew  w ith  H aro ld  R u b in s te in ,  p h a r m a c is t ,  fo rm e r r e s i d e n t  o f  
N o rth  S id e , P i t t s b u r g h ,  May, I 9 6 8 ,
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t h e  c i t y ’ s J e w is h  h o u s e h o ld s .  The s e t t l e m e n t  had deepened  
a n d  expanded  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s — n o r th  t o  S h a d y s id e  and 
P o in t  B re e z e , s o u th  t o  H azelw ood, w e s t to  O ak lan d , an d  e a s t  
t o  P r i c k  P a r k .  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  had e v o lv ed  i n t o  th e  g r e a t  
c e n t e r  o f  J e w is h  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  th e  c i t y ,  d o m in an t a lm o s t to  
th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  th e  H i l l  had  b een  i n  th e  e a r l y  d e ca d e s  o f 
t h e  c e n tu r y .  I t  h ad  draw n Jew s a s  th e  H i l l  h a d . Prom i t s  
b e g in n in g ,  i t  had  conveyed a  v ib r a n c y ,  a n  u rg e n c y , a  d r iv e  
f o r  J e w ish  i d e n t i t y  a n d  com m unity. I t  was a  com m unity o f 
m arked a t t a i n m e n t ,  o f  th e  w e a lth y  an d  a s p i r i n g  m id d le  
c l a s s ,  o f  a t t r a c t i v e  n e ig h b o rh o o d s , f i n e  h o u s e s ,  e x c e l l e n t  
s c h o o ls ,  an d  v i t a l  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  I n  t h i s  com­
m u n ity , p e rh a p s  a  " g i ld e d  g h e t to ,"  th e  r e s i d e n t s  l i v e d  a  
l i f e  w i th in  t h e i r  own g ro u p s , t h e i r  own v a lu e s  an d  sym bols. 
The b u s in e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  more th a n  tw e lv e  b lo c k s  lo n g ,  r a n  
t h e  gamut from  h ig h - f a s h io n  s p e c i a l t y  shops t o  th e  t r a ­
d i t i o n a l  k o s h e r  b u tc h e r  s h o p s . To l i v e  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  
was t o  f e e l  th e  im p ac t o f  th e  J e w ish  com m unity, f o r  th e  
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  f e e l  o f  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  was J e w is h , To th in k  
o f  P i t t s b u r g h 's  Jew s was t o  t h in k  o f S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,
By 19 6 3 , t h e  E a s t  End c o n ta in e d  s l i g h t l y  m ore th a n  
2 ,0 0 0  J e w ish  h o u s e h o ld s ,  o r  tw e n ty -o n e  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  Jew ­
i s h  h o u s e h o ld s  i n  th e  c i t y .  A lth o u g h  t h i s  r e p r e s e n te d  a  
s m a ll  i n c r e a s e  o v e r  1938 , o f  f a r  m ore s i g n i f i c a n c e  was th e  
change in  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  p a t t e r n .  The 1938 J e w ish  s e t ­
t le m e n t  h ad  b e e n  c o n f in e d  t o  th e  f l a t  a r e a ,  th e  o ld  P a rk e r  
S t r a t h  o f  E a s t  End b e tw een  Penn Avenue and  S ta n to n  A venue,
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By 1963» much o f  t h i s  s e t t le m e n t  had a t r o p h ie d .  The l a r g e  
f i n e  h o u ses  o f  th e  a r e a  had  b een  to o  l a r g e  an d  to o  e x p e n s ­
iv e  f o r  young m a r r ie d  c o u p le s .  Many o f th e s e  young J e w ish  
c o u p le s  moved t o  S ta n to n  H e ig h ts ,  a  m o d era te  income h o u s in g  
developm ent c o n s t r u c te d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  W orld War I I  w hich 
o v e r lo o k e d  th e  E a s t  End f l a t s .  T hese w ere p e o p le  who 
w anted t o  re m a in  in  th e  c i t y  b u t  c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  more 
e x p e n s iv e  h o u s in g  in  E a s t End o r  S q u i r r e l  H i l l .  Je w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t  a l s o  grew  i n  th e  f a s h io n a b le  and  ex p en s iv e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  i n  th e  H ig h lan d  P a rk  d i s t r i c t ,  n o r th  o f  
S ta n to n  A venue. T h is  a r e a  o b v io u s ly  c o u ld  o n ly  a t t r a c t  
th o s e  Jew s who had c o n s id e ra b le  w e a l th .22
I n  th e  o ld  c o re  o f  Je w ish  s e t t le m e n t  betw een  Penn 
Avenue and  S ta n to n  Avenue in  E a s t  End, th e  l a r g e  o n c e -  
f i n e  h o u se s  w ere a llo w e d  t o  d e t e r i o r a t e  and  were c o n v e r te d  
i n to  a p a r tm e n ts ;  t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  had grown somewhat sh ab b y . 
Many o f  th e  Jew s from  t h i s  a r e a  moved to  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  and  
th o s e  who s ta y e d  were m a in ly  th e  o ld e r  Jew s. T hus, E a s t  
End p o r tr a y e d  a  s h a rp  change i n  th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i t s  
Je w ish  p o p u la t io n  be tw een  1938 an d  I 9 6 3 . The o ld  a r e a  o f  
s e t t l e m e n t  had l o s t  m ost o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  th e  H ig h lan d  
P ark  d i s t r i c t  had g a in e d , and  th e  S ta n to n  H e ig h ts  d e v e lo p ­
m ent had a t t r a c t e d  a  g r e a t  h o s t  o f  young Jew s, more th a n
^ - I n te r v ie w  w ith  R abbi M o rris  L an d es , R abbi o f  A dath  
J e sh u ru n  C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u n e , I 9 0 6 ; in te rv ie w  
w ith  M rs, L e s l i e  D re sb o ld , r e s i d e n t  o f  S ta n to n  H e ig h ts ,  
P i t t s b u r g h ,  A p r i l ,  I 9 6 7 .
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enough to  com pensate  f o r  th e  lo s s e s  i n  th e  o ld  a r e a .  The 
E a s t  End com m unity, u n l ik e  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  d id  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  
a  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f Jew ish  p o p u la t io n .  I t  c o n ta in e d  a  g r e a t  
many young Je w ish  f a m i l i e s ,  a  f a i r  number o f  o ld  Jew s, and 
r e l a t i v e l y  few  m id d le -ag ed  o n e s , 23
O akland fo llo w e d  a  c o u rse  s im i l a r  t o  E a s t  End, I t s  
a lm o s t 1 ,2 0 0  Je w ish  h o u seh o ld s  in  I 963 r e p r e s e n te d  a  s l i g h t  
d e c re a s e  from  1938, b u t  th e  s i g n i f i c a n t  change was t h a t  of 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  In  1938, th e  Jew s o f  O akland l i v e d  in  th e  
o ld  an d  m odest h o u s in g  o f so u th w e s te rn  O ak land , By I 9 6 3 , 
t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  had a l l  b u t d is a p p e a re d ,  m ost o f  th e  popu­
l a t i o n  h a v in g  moved to  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  and  E a s t  End, A g ain , 
th e  im proved f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  Jew s p e rm it te d  them 
to  le a v e  O akland f o r  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  and  E a s t  End, The T ree  
o f L i f e  C o n g re g a tio n , a  l a r g e  C o n s e rv a tiv e  synagogue i n  
O ak land , w hich  h ad  moved from  th e  m arg in  o f th e  H i l l  t o  
O akland in  1907, moved to  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  in  1952 t o  fo llo w  
th e  m ig ra t io n  o f i t s  members t o  S q u i r r e l  H i l l , ^ ^  However, 
by 1963 , O akland  h ad  a t t r a c t e d  a  d i f f e r e n t  J e w ish  p o p u la ­
t i o n  a s  new, lu x u ry  a p a r tm e n ts  were b u i l t  i n  th e  e a s t e r n  
s e c t io n  in  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  a r e a  and S h a d y s id e , These Jews 
r e p r e s e n te d  a  more a f f l u e n t ,  u rb a n e , and a d u l t
2 3 in te rv ie w  w ith  Leon R u b in s te in ,  fo rm er d i r e c t o r  of 
I re n e  Kaufman C e n te r  o f E a s t End, P i t t s b u r g h ,  J u n e , I 96 7 .
2 4 r re e  o f L i f e  C o n g re g a tio n , P i t t s b u r g h ,  A rc h iv e s , 
D e d ic a t io n  P rogram , O cto b er, 1952,
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p o p u l a t i o n , Thus ,  a l th o u g h  O a k la n d 's  num ber o f  J e w ish  
h o u se h o ld s  had n o t changed g r e a t l y  b e tw een  1938 an d  1963, 
th e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  an d  c o m p o s itio n  o f  t h i s  p o p u la t io n  had 
changed m ark ed ly .
The h ig h ly  n u c le a te d  q u a l i t y  o f P i t t s b u r g h 's  
J e w ish  p o p u la t io n  i n  I 963 i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  E a s t End, and  O akland c o n ta in e d  n in e ty - e ig h t  
p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  c i t y ' s  Jew ish  p o p u la t io n .  The rem a in d e r  o f 
th e  c i t y ,  o b v io u s ly ,  housed  a lm o s t  n o n e .
A n o th e r  e le m e n t, a  v e ry  s i g n i f i c a n t  one, had been  
added  to  th e  I 963 s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n .  F o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e 
i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Jews 
beg an  m oving to  th e  su b u rb s  i n  th e  p o s t  W orld War I I  p e r ­
io d ,  By 1963 , th e  su b u rb s  c o n ta in e d  more th a n  1 ,600  Je w ish  
h o u s e h o ld s , o r  f o u r t e e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  a l l  J e w ish  h o u seh o ld s  
in  th e  com bined c i t y  an d  su b u rb an  a r e a s .  As w ith  Je w ish  
s e t t l e m e n t  in  th e  c i t y ,  Je w ish  movement t o  th e  su b u rb s  had 
b een  q u i t e  s e l e c t i v e .  The movement was overw helm ing ly  t o  
th e  e a s t e r n  and  s o u th e r n  s u b u rb s . A lm ost no Jew ish  s e t t l e ­
ment o c c u r re d  i n  th e  w e s te rn  an d  n o r th e r n  su b u rb s .
The e a s t e r n  su b u rb s  w ere made e a s i l y  a c c e s s ib l e  by 
th e  c o m p le tio n  in  1952 o f  th e  Parkw ay E a s t ,  a  h ig h -s p e e d , 
l im i t e d  a c c e s s  highw ay from  downtown P i t t s b u r g h  to  th e  
e a s t e r n  su b u rb s  a s  f a r  a s  M o n ro e v il le ,  S h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r .
2 5 in te rv ie w  w ith  S ta n le y  Gumberg, p r e s id e n t  o f J ,  J ,  
Gumberg Company ( r e a l  e s t a t e ) ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  M arch, I 968 ,
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v a s t  m o d era te  incom e h o u s in g  d ev e lo p m e n ts  w ere c o n s t r u c te d  
i n  th e  E astm o n t s e c t io n  o f  W ilk in s  T ow nship  a n d  th e  G arden  
C ity  d i s t r i c t  o f  M o n ro e v il le  B orough , The c o m b in a tio n  o f  
th e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  s u p p l ie d  by th e  Parkw ay E a s t  an d  th e  a v a i l ­
a b i l i t y  o f  new , m o d era te -in co m e  h o u s in g  p ro v ed  a t t r a c t i v e  
t o  many young J e w ish  f a m i l i e s .  C aught i n  th e  sq u ee ze  o f  a  
t i g h t  h o u s in g  m a rk e t a f t e r  W orld War I I ,  d e s i r o u s  o f 
sound h o u se s  and  open s p a c e , u n a b le  t o  f i n d  su ch  h o u s in g  
a t  p r i c e s  th e y  c o u ld  a f f o r d  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  an d  u n w i l l in g  
t o  buy o ld e r  homes in  E a s t  End o r  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  h o u s in g  in  
O ak land , th e y  tu rn e d  e a g e r ly  t o  E astm o n t an d  G arden  C i ty ,
The Parkw ay E a s t  n o t  o n ly  p ro v id e d  r a p i d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  
downtown P i t t s b u r g h ,  b u t  i t  p la c e d  E astm o n t and  G arden  C ity  
w i th in  a  few  m in u te s  d r iv e  from  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  from  f a m ily ,  
sy n ag o g u es , d e l i c a t e s s e n s ,  b a k e r i e s ,  J e w ish  s o c i a l  o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n s ,  an d  o th e r  m a n i f e s t a t io n s  o f J e w ish  c u l t u r e .  The 
e a s t e r n  su b u rb s  r e p r e s e n te d  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  be i n  new, 
r e a s o n a b ly  p r ic e d  h o u s in g , to  be away from  o ld  t r a d i t i o n s ,  
an d  y e t ,  n o t  to o  f a r  aw ay. I n  a  s e n s e ,  th e  e a s t e r n  su b u rb s  
w ere t o  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  i n  I 963 w hat O akland had  b ee n  t o  th e  
H i l l  i n  1 9 2 4 ,2 6
The J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  th e  s o u th e r n  su b u rb s  co n ­
c e n t r a t e d  i n  two a r e a s ,  Mt, Lebanon Tow nship an d  S c o t t
2 ^ I n te rv ie w  w ith  R abb i J a s o n  E d e l s t e i n ,  R abb i o f 
Temple D avid C o n g re g a tio n , M o n ro e v il le ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  S ep­
te m b e r, 1969; in te r v ie w  w ith  Sam W olfson , r e s i d e n t  o f  
E astm on t s in c e  1954, P i t t s b u r g h ,  A p r i l ,  I 9 6 6 ,
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T ow nsh ip . M t. Lebanon was w ell-k n o w n  th ro u g h  th e  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  a r e a  a s  a  com m unity o f  a t t r a c t i v e  n e ig h b o rh o o d s , f in e  
new hom es, l a r g e  l o t s ,  an d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  s c h o o l sy s tem .
T hose Jew s who w ish ed  to  l i v e  a  p r e s t i g i o u s  su b u rb an  l i f e  
so u g h t o u t M t. L ebanon . U n lik e  th e  young m a r r ie d  c o u p le s  
i n  th e  e a s t e r n  su b u rb s  who had  moved t h e r e  b e c a u se  o f  th e  
d e a r t h  o f  lo w -m o d e ra te  h o u s in g  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  th o s e  who 
s e l e c t e d  M t. L ebanon c o u ld  a f f o r d  more e x p e n s iv e  h o u s in g .
I n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  even  t h i s  c a te g o ry  o f  h o u s in g  was e x ­
t r e m e ly  e x p e n s iv e  a n d  new er homes w ere so  uncommon and 
c o s t l y  i n  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  b e c a u se  o f  th e  l a c k  o f  b u i ld a b le  
s p a c e , t h a t  f a m i l i e s  a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  t h i s  " b e t t e r - t h a n -  
m o d e ra te ” h o u s in g  fo und  more h o u s in g  v a lu e s  f o r  t h e i r  money 
i n  M t. Lebanon and  S c o t t  T o w n s h i p . The fo u n d in g  o f 
Tem ple Em anuel i n  1951 p ro v ed  t o  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  draw  f o r  
t h e  d ev e lo p m en t o f  a  J e w ish  com m unity i n  M t, Lebanon and 
S c o t t  T o w n sh ip .28 A ls o ,  th e  n u c le u s  o f a  J e w ish  commun­
i t y  h ad  b e e n  p re p a re d  f o r  i n  th e  s o u th e rn  s u b u rb s . The 
B eechv iew  J e w is h  com m unity o f  S o u th  H i l l s ,  n e a r  th e  
s o u th e r n  boundary  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  u n l ik e  th o s e  o f  o th e r  
J e w ish  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  G e n t i l e  a r e a s ,  was co m p rised  o f  a  
f a i r l y  l a r g e ,  s o l i d  r e s i d e n t i a l  p o p u la t io n .  I t  s u p p o rte d  
a  t h r i v i n g  sy n ag o g u e , th e  B e th  E l ,  an d  a n  a c t i v e  communal
2 7 ln te rv ie w  w ith  S ta n le y  Gumberg, p r e s id e n t  o f  J .  
J .  Gumberg Company ( r e a l  e s t a t e ) ,  M arch, I 9 6 8 .
2 8 in te rv ie w  w ith  P e t e r  C o o p er, c h a r t e r  member o f 
Tem ple Em anuel o f  S o u th  H i l l s ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  A p r i l ,  I 9 6 9 .
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Je w ish  l i f e .  A f t e r  W orld War I I ,  t h i s  S o u th  H i l l s  Je w ish  
com m unity began  t o  move, n o t in  th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f th e  
e a s t e r n  s e c t io n s  o f th e  c i t y ,  b u t  to  th e  s o u th e rn  su b u rb s , 
a  s h o r t  move to  f a m i l i a r  t e r r i t o r y .  I n  1962, th e  B eth  E l 
Synagogue r e lo c a t e d  in  M t, L ebanon, fo llo w in g  th e  movement 
o f  i t s  members an d  a t t r a c t i n g  more Je w ish  f a m i l i e s , ^9 The 
o p en in g  o f  th e  P o r t  P i t t  T u n n e ls  i n  i 9 6 0 , th e  f i r s t  tu n n e l ­
in g  th ro u g h  Mt, W ashing ton  s in c e  th e  L ib e r ty  Tubes more 
th a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  made th e  S ou th  H i l l s  much more 
a c c e s s i b l e .  O b v io u s ly , th e  Jews in  t h i s  s e c t io n  o f m e tro ­
p o l i t a n  P i t t s b u r g h  d id  n o t f e e l  th e  s t r o n g  need  to  i d e n t i f y  
w ith  th e  Je w ish  community by c lo s e  p h y s ic a l  p ro x im ity  to  
th e  J e w ish  u rb a n  c o r e s .  In d e e d , th e r e  w ere some Jews who 
w ere now le a v in g  th e  S q u i r r e l  H i l l  com m unity to  be ou t o f 
w hat th e y  c o n s id e re d  to  be a  new g h e t to .  However, th e  need 
f o r  e th n ic  t i e s  was s t r o n g  enough so t h a t  Jew s tu rn e d  to  
th e  su b u rb s  i n  w hich  th e r e  was some Je w ish  in v o lv em en t.
B u t, p e rh a p s  m ost o f  a l l ,  th e  S ou th  H i l l s  con n o ted  a  new 
k in d  o f  s t a t u s  f o r  Jew s—to  l i v e  i n  a n  a f f l u e n t ,  r e s p e c te d  
su b u rb  v e ry  f a r  from  th e  p a s t  o f th e  H i l l  and  w hat i t  
r e p r e s e n te d  and f a r  enough from  th e  p r e s e n t  t r a d i t i o n a l  
J e w ish n e s s  an d  u rb an ism  o f S q u i r r e l  H i l l , ^ ^
2 9 in te rv ie w  w ith  N athan T a b o r, p a s t  p r e s id e n t  o f B eth  
E l C o n g re g a tio n  o f B eechview , P i t t s b u r g h ,  M arch, 1969; i n t e r ­
v iew  w ith  R abbi K enneth  Brom berg, R abbi o f B e th  E l C ongrega­
t i o n  o f Mt, L ebanon, P i t t s b u r g h ,  M arch, I 9 6 9 .
3 0 ln te rv ie w  w ith  R abbi W illiam  S a jo w itz ,  Rabbi o f  Temple 
Emanuel o f  S ou th  H i l l s ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  M arch, 1969; in te rv ie w  w ith  
M erv in  M a lle t ,  r e s i d e n t  of Mt, L ebanon, P i t t s b u r g h ,  A p r i l ,  I 9 6 9 ,
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V ery few  Jew s moved t o  th e  n o r th e r n  o r  w e s te rn  su b ­
u r b s ,  I n  th e  Je w ish  m ind , th e s e  a r e a s  a p p e a re d  a lm o s t 
r u r a l ,  i n a c c e s s i b l e ,  an d  la c k in g  i n  s t a t u s .  T hose Jews 
who moved th e r e  d id  so  t o  be  c lo s e  t o  t h e i r  p la c e s  o f b u s i ­
n e s s  o r  w ork, t o  o b ta in  b e t t e r  h o u s in g  v a lu e ,  o r  i n  some 
c a s e s ,  a g a in ,  t o  e sca p e  th e  overw helm ing J e w ish n e s s  o f 
S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,^ ^
The e v o lv in g  p a t t e r n  o f Jew ish  s e t t l e m e n t  th ro u g h  
more th a n  a  c e n tu ry  an d  a  h a l f  h as  r e v e a le d  two m a jo r and 
p e r s i s t e n t  s p a t i a l  th e m e s , (F ig u re  24) F i r s t ,  th e  t h r u s t  
o f movement h a s  b een  e a s tw a rd , from  downtown to  th e  H i l l ,  
t o  O ak land , t o  E a s t  E nd, an d  S q u i r r e l  H i l l ,  T h is  movement 
r e f l e c t s  th e  r a p id  r i s e  i n  a f f lu e n c e  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s Jews 
who w ere a b le  t o  b re a k  q u ic k ly  from  th e  s q u a l id  c o n f in e s  
o f th e  H i l l  and  s e a rc h  f o r  more a t t r a c t i v e  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  
and  h o u s in g , e d u c a t io n a l ,  and  c u l t u r a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  These 
a m e n i t ie s  w ere to  be  fo und  i n  th e  e a s t e r n  a r e a s ,  th e  new er, 
more p ro s p e ro u s ,  and d e s i r a b l e  a r e a s  o f  th e  c i t y .  Even 
a f t e r  m oving in to  th e s e  a r e a s ,  Jews g r a v i t a t e d  to w ard  th e  
f i n e r  s e c t io n s  w i th in  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  from  E a s t  L ib e r ty  t o  
th e  H ig h lan d  P ark  d i s t r i c t  o f  E a s t End, and  from  s o u th ­
w e s te rn  O akland to  e a s t e r n  O akland an d  S h a d y s id e , The 
d r iv e  f o r  s t a t u s ,  f o r  a t t a in m e n t ,  and f o r  th e  v i s i b l e  
sym bols o f  th e s e  g o a ls  became e v e r  more im p o r ta n t .
3 1 in te rv ie w  w ith  R onald  K o t t l e r ,  s o c i a l  w o rk e r, p a s t  
p r e s id e n t  o f  N o rth  H i l l s  J e w ish  Community C e n te r ,  P i t t s ­
b u rg h , F e b ru a ry , I 9 6 9 .
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S eco n d ly , and param ount, has been  th e  marked and c o n tin u in g  
c lu s t e r in g  o f  th e  Jew ish  p o p u la t io n . From th e  b eg in n in g  o f  
Jew ish  s e tt le m e n t in  P it tsb u r g h  a s  Jews moved and th e  p a t­
te r n  o f  t h e ir  movement flow ed  and changed, P it t s b u r g h 's  
Jew ish  p o p u la tio n  n ever d isp e r s e d  throughout th e  c i t y ,  but 
rem ained co n cen tra ted  and c lu s t e r e d .  By t h e i r  t r a d i t io n ,  
h is t o r y ,  and r e l i g i o n ,  Jews have been  c o n d itio n e d  to  l i v e  
to g e th e r  w ith  t h e ir  c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s  in  a community la r g e  
enough to  o f f e r  s e c u r i t y ,  t o  co n tin u e  th e r ic h  p a t te r n s  o f  
in t e r a c t io n  c h a r a c t e r i s t ic  o f  Jew ish  community l i f e ,  and to  
show r e s p o n s ib le  concern f o r  community w e l l - b e in g .  T h is  
p r e fe r e n c e —perhaps t h i s  n eed —f o r  P it t s b u r g h 's  Jews to  
l i v e  w ith  t h e ir  own, i s  em blazoned upon th e  p a t te r n  o f  
t h e ir  s e t t le m e n t  in  th e  c i t y .
R eproduced with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.
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PERCENTAGE OF JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS OF TOTAL JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS 























Number o f Jewish 
Households
Percentage
lA. 10 0 .1 5F 3 0 .0
IB 183 1.9 5G 40 0 .4
2A 16 0 .2 5H 40 0 .4
2B 9 0 .1 51 296 3.0
2C 0 0 .0 5J 7 0 .1
2D 6 0 .1 6a 3 0 .0
2E 1 0 .0 6b 1 0 .0
3k 49 0 .5 6c 8 0 .1
3B 30 0 .3 6d 1 0 .0
3C 83 0 .8 6e 2 0 .0
3D 248 2 .5 7A 13 0 .1
3E 409 4 .2 7B 19 0 .2
4A 21 0 .2 70 38 0 .4
4B 15 0 .2 7D 7 0 .1
U-C 47 0 .5 7E 33 0 .3
4D 93 1 .0 7F 6 0 .1
ipE 15 0 .2 7G 6 0 .1
IPF 405 4 .1 7H 5 0 .1
4G 126 1 .3 8a 38 0 .4
4H 128 1 .3 8B 7 0 .1
41 182 1 .8 8C 33 0 .3
5A 32 0 .3 8d 14 0 .1
5B 23 0 .2 8E 6 0 .1
5C 380 3.8 8F 30 0 .3
5D 34 0 .3 8G 23 0 .2
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Number o f  Jewish 
Households
Percentage
18A 8 0 .1 21F 17 0 .2
18B 3 0 ,0 22A 5 0 .1
180 8 0 .1 22B 9 0 .1
18D 13 0 .1 220 3 0 .0
18e 1 0 .0 22D 2 0 .0
19A 2 0 .0 22E 8 0 .1
19B 7 0 .0 22F 3 0 .0
19 C 2 0 .0 22G 4 0 .0
19D 6 0 .1 23A 1 0 .0
19E 11 0 .1 23B 25 0 .5
19 F 80 0 .8 230 2 0 .0
19G 31 0 .3 24A 1 0 .0
19H 29 0 .3 24B 3 0 .0
191 4 0 .0 240 1 0 .0
20A 0 0 .0 25A 14 0 .1
20B 1 0 ,0 25B 14 0 .1
20C 3 0 .0 250 1 0 .0
20D 1 0 .0 25D 2 0 .0
20E 3 0 .0 26a 9 0 .1
20 F 1 0 .0 26B 1 0 .0
20G 5 0 .1 26c 1 0 .0
20H 4 0.0 26D 1 0 .0
201 8 0 .1 26e 2 0 .0
20J 4 0 ,0 26f 4 0 .0
20K 0 0 .0 26G 2 0 .0
20L 6 1 .1 26H 4 0 .0
21A 26 0 .3 26l 3 0 .0
218 5 0 .1 26J 1 0 .0
210 2 0 .0 26k 1 0 .0
21D 18 0 .2 26Y 0 0 .0
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TABLE 3
RANGE, NUMBER, AND PERCENTAGE OF JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS 
















0-9 116 59.8 388 03.9
10-49 49 25.3 1,140 11.2
50-99 9 04.6 686 07.1
100-199 4 02.1 619 06.4
200-399 11 05.7 3,185 32.3
400-799 3 01.5 1,272 13.0
800-1599 2 01.0 2,562 26.1
Total 194 100.0 9,852 100.0
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TABLE 4
PERCENTAGE OF JEJaJISH HGÜSSÏÏOLDS OF TOTAL JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS 











1-2 4 2 .1
2-4 11 5.6
4-8 3 1 .5
8-12 1 0 .5
12-16 1 0 .5
Total 194 100.0
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TABLE 5
PERCENTAGE OF JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS OF TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS 














20-30 8 4 .1
30-50 5 2.6
50-75 3 1 .5
Total 194 100.0
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AND TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS, BY AREAS OF PITTSBURGH, 1938
Je'wish Households Total Households
Areas Number o f Percentage Number of Percentage o f
Jewish o f Total T otal T otal
Households Je'wish Households Households
Households
S q u irrel H il l 4 ,218 42.9 14,481 2 9 .1
The H i l l 1 ,946 19.7 14,765 13 .2
East End 1,517 1 5 .4 12,601 12 .0
Oakland 1,306 13.3 18,970 6 .9
South Side 359 3 .6 46,835 0 .8
Nor'th Side 226 2 .3 39,266 0 .6
Homewood 155 1 .6 14,587 1 .1
Hazelwood 59 0 .6 4 ,319 1 .4
L aw renceville 40 0 .4 9 ,304 0 .4
Central Business
B is 'tr ic t 26 0 .2 313 8 .3
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RANGE, NUMSiR, AND PERCENTAGE OF JEWISH HOUSEHOIDS 
















0-9 144- 76.2 174 1.8
10.49 14 7.4 344 3.5
50-99 9 4.8 611 6.1
100-199 11 5.8 1,562 15.6
200-399 4 2.1 1,153 11.5
400-799 4 2.1 2,378 23,8
800-1599 3 1.6 3,769 37.7
Total 189 100.0 9,991 100.0
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TABLE 11
PERCENTAGE OF JEl-ŒSH HOUSEHOLDS OF TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS 































PERCHATAGE OF JEl̂ ffSH HOUSEHOLDS OF TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS BY CMSUS TRACT

























No, o f 




o f JeiTiish 
Households 








No, o f 






o f Total 
Households
lA 320 3 0.9 5H 169 0 0 .0
IB 1,584 5 0 .3 51 1,660 3 0 .2
2A 114 7 6 ,1 5J 509 13 2 .6
2B 478 72 1 5 .1 5K 688 0 0 .0
2F 274 0 0.0 5L 1,124 0 0.0
3A 362 0 0.0 6a 207 0 0 .0
3F 69 0 0 .0 6b 686 0 0 .0
3G 1 ,5 3 2 0 0 .0 6c 880 0 0 .0
3H 1,628 0 0 .0 6d 700 0 0 .0
4A 1,381 6 0 .4 6e 557 0 0 .0
4C 520 15 2.9 7A 1.256 133 10 .6
4D 2,279 176 7 .7 7B 838 51 6 .1
4F 585 23 3.9 7C 1,263 106 8 .4
4 l 714 62 8.7 7D 751 70 9 .3
4J 1,253 80 6 .4 7E 1,214 46 3 .8
4FA 1,543 55 3 .6 7F 1,123 73 6 .5
4FB 995 38 3.8 7G 631 5 0 .8
5C 1,899 1 0 .1 7H 625 136 21 .8
5D 1,387 1 0 .1 6A 904 6 0 .7
5F 700 4 0 .6 88 1,123 0 0 .0
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o f Jewish 
Households 
o f T otal 
Households
14J 450 13 2.9 19c 490 0 0 ,0
14K 591 14 2 ,4 19D 1,715 1 0 ,1
15C 732 38 5 .2 19E 1,159 1 0 ,1
15D 633 0 0 ,0 19F 1,935 9 0 ,5
15F 1,266 15 1 ,2 190 1,570 11 0 ,7
15G 2.432 654 26,9 19J 1,494 9 0 ,6
15SA 46? 1 0 .2 19K 1,220 3 0 ,3
15SB 975 0 0 ,0 19L 2,211 14 0 ,6
15EC 1,851 1 0 ,1 20A 366 0 0 ,0
16a 1,364 1 0 ,1 20B 504 0 0 ,0
16B 1,426 1 0 ,1 20c 741 0 0 ,0
16CA 1.542 0 0 ,0 20D 587 0 0 ,0
16CB 590 0 0 ,0 20E 881 1 0 ,1
16CC 1,501 0 0 ,0 20F 176 0 0 ,0
17A 213 0 0 ,0 200 877 2 0 ,2
1?B 2,578 2 0 ,1 20H 768 0 0 ,0
17 C 1,303 0 0 ,0 201 274 3 1 ,1
ISA 1,338 2 0 ,2 20L 1,023 2 0 ,2
18B 688 0 0 ,0 20M 704 2 0 ,3
18c 1,167 1 0 ,1 20N 202 0 0 ,0
18E 431 1 0 ,2 21B 881 1 0 ,1
18DA 1,273 1 0 ,1 21c 520 1 0.2
18DB 809 1 0 ,1 21D 1,450 0 0 ,0
19A 1,205 0 0 ,0 210 905 0 0 ,0
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NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL JE/ffSH HOUSEHOLDS
















Jewish Households T otal Households
Areas Number of Percentage Number of Percentage of
Jewish o f T otal Total Total
Households J elfish Households Households
Households
Sq uirrel H il l 6,430 64 .3 18,491 34.8
The H il l 97 1 .0 15,821 0 .6
East End 2,097 21.0 15,317 13.7
Oakland 1,193 11.9 23,010 5.2
South Side 95 1 .0 53,459 0 .2
North Side 22 0 .2 35,252 0 .1
Homewood 7 0 .1 14,628 0 .0
Hazelwood 40 0 .4 4,658 0 .1
Law renceville 0 0 .0 7,266 0 .0
C entral B usiness 10 0 .1 434 2 .3
D is tr ic t















RANGE, NUI»IBER, AND PERCEI'JTAGE OF JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS BY CENSUS TRACT
PITTSBURGH, 1938 AND 1963




Census Tracts Jewish Households
0




Nurabei' o f  Percentage 
Census o f Total 
Tracts Census Tracts






c  . . . .
1938 1963 1938 1963 1938 1963 1938 1963
3-
? 0-9  
8  10-49 
1  50-99 
g- 100-199 











59.6  76 .2  
25.3  7 .4
4 .6  4 .8  
2 .1  5 .8
5 .7  2 .1  
1 .5  2 .1  




619 1,562  
3.185 1,153
1,272 2,378  
2,562 3,769
3 .9  1 .8  
11 .2  3 .5  
7 .1  6 .1  
6 .4  15 .6  
32 .3  11 .5
13 .0  23 .8
2 6 .1  37.7
o;
1  T otal 
S







PERCENTAGE OF JEÎ'ÎISH HOUSEHOLDS OF TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS 
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF CENSUS TRACTS 







1938 1963 1938 1963
0-1 100 136 ■ 51.5 72.0
1-10 68 34 35.1 18.0
10-20 10 5 5.2 2.6
20-30 8 7 4.1 3.7
30-50 5 3 2.6 1.6
50-75 3 4 1.5 2.1
Total 194 189 100.0 100.0









C/)(/i NUMBER OF JBilSH HOUSEHOLDS AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL JEIaJISH HOUSEHOLDS 














Areas Numbat* o f ,Jewish Percentage Percentage o f T otal
Households Change Jexd-sh Households
1938 1963 1938 1963
S q u irre l H il l 4,218 6,430 i  52.4 42.9 64.3
The H il l 1,946 97 -  95.2 19.7 1.0
East End 1.517 2.097 i  38.2 15 .4 21.0
Oakland 1,306 1.193 -  8 .6 13.3 11.9
South Side 359 95 -  73.5 3.6 1.0
North Side 226 22 -  90.3 2.3 0 .2
Homewood 155 7 -  96.0 1.6 0 .1
Hazelwood 59 40 -  32.0 0,6 0 .4
Law renceville 40 0 -100.0 0 .4 0.0
C entral Business 26 10 -  61.5 0 .2 0 .1
D is t r ic t







PERCENTAGE OF JEJ'JISH HOUSEHOLDS OF TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS 
BY AREAS OF PITTSBURGH, 1938 AND I963
Areas Percentage of Jewish Households
of Total Households
1938 1963
Squirrel H ill 29.1 34.8
The H ill 13.2 0.6
East End 12.0 13.7
Oakland 6.9 5.2
South Side 0.8 0.2
North Side 0.6 0 .1
Homewood 1.1 0.0
Hazelwood 1.4 0 .1
Lawrenceville 0 .4 0.0
Central Business D is tr ic t 8 .3 2.3











NUMBER OF JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS

















Area P o l i t i c a l  U nit Number o f Percentage o f T otal Percentage o f T otal
Jewish Jewish Suburban C ity  and Suburban
Households Households Jewish Households
Name Census D esignation
South S c o tt  Township SCT 169 10.2 1 .5
Mt. Lebanon Twp, MLT 382 23 .1 3 .3
Dormor.t Borough DOB 45 2 .7 0 .4
Baldwin Twp. BAT 8 0 .5 0 .1
C astle  Shannon Bor. CSB 6 0 .4 0 .1
W hitehall Bor. WLB 54 3.2 0 .4
Brentwood Bor. BDB 26 1 .6 0 .2
Baldwin Bor. BAB 37 2 .2 0 .3
P leasant H il ls  Bor. PHB 34 2 .1 0 .3
Total 761 46 .0 6 .6
North Ben Avon Heights BSB 1 0 .1 0 .0
Avalon Bor. AVB 1 0 .1 0 .0
B ellevue Bor. BEB 2 0 .1 0 .0
Ross Twp. RST 16 1 .0 0 .1
Reserve Twp. RET 1 0 .1 0 .0
O'Hara Twp. OHT 9 0 .5 0 .1
Aspinwall Bor. ASB 0 0 .0 0 .0
Fox Chapel Bor. FOB 11 0 .6 0 .1
Shaler Twp. SRT 4 0 .2 0 .0





























Area P o l i t i c a l  U nit Number of Percentage o f T otal Percentage o f
Jewish Jewish Suburban T otal C ity  and
Households Households Suburban Jewish
Households
Name Census D esignation
West Ingram Bor. INB 1 0 .1 0 ,0
Crafton Bor. CRB 2 0 .1 0 .0
Thornburg Bor. THB 1 0 .1 0 .0
Greentree Bor. GRB 6 0 .4 0 .1
T otal 10 0 .7 0 .1
East W ilkinsburg Bor. VJIB 38 2 .4 0 .3
S-wissvale Bor. SWB 16 1 .0 0 .1
Edgewood Bor. EDB 0 0 .0 0 .0
Braddock H il ls  Bor. BHB 1 0 .1 0 .0
F orest H il ls  Bor, FHB 40 2 .4 0 .3
Penn H il ls  Twp. PHT 62 3 .7 0 .5
C hurchill Bor. CLB 119 7 .2 1 .1
W ilkins Twp. m T 273 16 .5 2 .4
M onroeville Bor. M B 288 1 7 .4 2 .5
Chalfant Bor. CHP 0 0 .0 0 .0








Q . TABLE 19
■D
CD















































JeTiish Households T otal Households




























Percentage o f  
T otal C ity and 
Suburban Jet&sh 
Households
Number Percentage o f
Jewish House­















2 .7  
0.0 
0.6  
2 .4  













































































3 .5  
0 .0  
3 .7  
0 .4



























PoUJ-tical U nit Jewish Households T otal Households
Numh)er Percentage o f  
Jewish Suburban 
Households
Percentage o f  
Total C ity and 
Suburban Jewish 
Households
Number Percentage o f  
Jewish House­
h old s o f Totai 
Households
RET 1 0 .1 0 .0 584 0 .2
RFB 1 0 .1 0 .0 165 0 .6
RST 16 1 .0 0 .1 7,286 0 .2
SCT 169 10.2 1 .5 4,793 3 .5
SRT 4 0 .2 0 .0 7,040 0 .1
SWB 16 1 .0 0 .1 4,589 0 .3
THB 1 0 .1 0 .0 111 0 .1
WIB 38 2 .3 0 .3 10,221 0 .5
m T 273 16 .5 2 .h 2,197 12 .4










PERCENTAGE OF JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS OF TOTAL JMSH HOUSEHOLDS 
BY CENSUS TRACT, PITTSBURGH AND SUBURBS,-1963
Census
Tract
Percentage of Jera-sh 




Percentage of Jemsh 
Households of Total 
Je-wish Households
lA 0,0 8B 0.0
IB 0.0 8C 0.1
2A 0.1 8D 0.1
2B 0 .1 Be 0.0
2F 0.0 8F 0.2
3A 0.0 8G 0.4
3F 0.0 8H 0.0
3G 0.0 9A 0.0
3H 0.0 9B 0.0
4A 0.1 9C 0.0
4C 0.1 10A 0.2
4D 1.5 lOB 1.5
4S 0 .2 IOC 1.1
41 0 .5 lOD 1.1
4J 0.7 IDE 4.4
4FA 0 .5 lOFA 0.0
4FB 0 .3 lOFB 0.0
5C 0.0 IIB 2.1
5D 0.0 l i e 2.8
5F 0.0 IIF 0.0
5G 0.0 UH 1.4
5H 0.0 IIJ 0.0
51 0.0 UK 1.4
5J 0 .1 IIL 1.2
5K 0.0 m i 0.8
5L 0.0 12A 0.0
6a 0.0 12B 0.0
6b 0.0 12C 0.0
6c 0.0 12D 0.0
6d 0.0 12E 0.0
6E 0,0 12F 0.0
7A 1.2 12G 0.0
7B 0 .4 12H 0.0
7C 0.9 13A 0.0
7D 0.6 13B 0.0
7E 0 .4 13C 0.0
7F 0.6 13D 0.0
7G 0.0 13E 0.0
7H 1.2 13H 0.0
8a 0.0 14a 4.9





Percentage o f Jewish 




Percentage of Jewish 
Households of Total 
Jemsh Households
14B 2.8 20E 0.0
lifC 5.5 20F 0.0
14D 2.3 200 0.0
14E 0.5 203 0.0
14F 0.9 201 0.0
14G 13.8 20L 0.0
14H 9.6 20H 0.0
141 9 .1 20N 0.0
14J 0.1 21B 0.0
14K 0.1 21C 0.0
150 0.3 21D 0.0
15D 0.0 210 0.0
15F 0.1 215 0.0
15G 5.6 22A 0.0
15M 0.0 22B 0.0
15EB 0.0 22C 0.0
15EC 0.0 223 0.0
16a 0.0 221 0.0
16B 0.0 23A 0.0
16CA 0.0 23B 0.0
16 CB 0.0 23C 0.0
16CC 0.0 24A 0.0
1?A 0.0 24B 0.0
1?B 0.0 24C 0.0
1?C 0.0 25A 0.0
18A 0.0 25c 0.0
18B 0.0 25D 0.0
18c 0.0 2 m 0.0
18E 0.0 23BB 0.0
18DA 0.0 26A 0.0
18DB 0.0 26B 0.0
19A 0.0 260 0.0
19B 0.0 263 0.0
190 0.0 261 0.0
19D 0.0 26J 0.0
19E 0.0 2ÔL 0.0
19F 0.1 26% 0.0
19G 0.1 263 0.0
19J 0.1 26P 0.0
19K 0.0 26z 0.0
19L 0.1 2?A 0.0
20A 0.0 27B 0.0
20B 0.0 27c 0.0
200 0.0 27D 0.0
20D 0.0 272 0.0





Percentage of Jexdsh 




Percentage of Jewish 
Households o f Total 
Jewish Households
27F 0.0 dob-136 0.0
27G 0.0 EDB-267 0.0
28a 0.0 EDB-268 0.0
28B 0.0 FCB-31 0 .1
28c 0.0 MiB-280 0 .4
28D 0.0 GRB-128 0 .1
28E 0.0 INB-113 0.0
28F 0.0 IKB-114 0.0
29A 0.0 îiT -137 0 .2
29B 0.0 MLT-138 0 .1
29C 0.0 I-iLT-139 0 .4
30A 0.0 FQLT-140 0.7
31A 0.0 FlLT-141 0 .4
31B 0.0 MLT** 142 1.5
31C 0.0 KOB-155 0.0
32A 0.0 MOB-156 0.0
32C 0.0 MOB-157 0.0
322 0.0 I'iVB-283 1.6
I‘îVB-284 0 .8
ASB-32 0.0 OHT-29 0.0
AVB-63 0.0 OHT-30 0.0
AVB-64 0.0 PHB-184 0.3
AVB-63 0.0 PHT-288 0.0
BAB-153 0.3 PHT-289 0.3
BAB-154 0.0 PHT-290 0.2
BAT-152 0 .1 PHT-291 , 0 .1
BOB-151 0.2 PHT-292 0.0
EEB-59 0.0 RET-51 0.0
B2B-60 0.0 RFB-121 0.0
BEB-61 0.0 RST-52 0.0
BEB-62 0.0 RST-53 0 .1
BH3-279 0.0 RST-54 0.1
BNB-67 0.0 RST-55 0.0
BSB-66 0.0 RST-56 0.0
ŒB-244 0.0 SCT-129 0.1
CRB-115 0.0 SCT-130 0.0
CRB-116 0.0 SCT-131 1 .4
CRB-117 0.0 SRT-41 0.0
CRB-118 0.0 SRT-41 0,0
0 3 -2 8 1 1.0 SRT-42 0.0
CSB-147 0.0 SRT-43 0.0
CSB-148 0.0 SRT-44 0.0
DOB-133 0.2 SRT-45 0.0
DOB-135 0 .1 SWB-262 0.0
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TABLE 20—Continued
Census Percentage of Jewish
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TABLE 21









Number of Jewish 
Households
ASB-32 0 MVB-283 191
AVB-63 0 -284 97
-64 0 OHT-29 4
-65 1 -30 5
BAB-153 35 PHB-184 34
-154 2 -280 30
BDB-I51 26 -290 20
BEB-59 0 -291 6
-60 0 -292 3
-61 1 RET-51 1
-62 1 RFB-121 1
BHB-279 1 RST-52 1
BNB-67 0 -53 6
BSB-66 1 -54 7
CHB-244 0 -55 1
CRB.II5 0 -56 1
-116 1 SCT-I29 11
-11? 1 -130 0
-118 0 -131 158
CLB-281 119 SRT-41 0
CSB-147 4 -42 3
-148 2 -43 1
DOB-133 25 -44 0
-134 6 SWB-262 5
-135 9 -263 0
-136 5 -264 3
EDB-267 0 -265 5
-268 0 -266 3
FCB-31 11 THB-120 1
FHB-280 40 WIB-269 19
GRB-128 6 -270 0
INB-II3 0 -271 1
-114 1 -272 5
MLT-I37 26 -273 2
-138 14 -274 2
-139 50 -275 5
-140 77 -276 0
-141 40 -277 1
-142 175 -278 3
MOB-155 0 WIT-282 273
-156 1 WLB.149 16
-157 0 .150 38
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U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P I T T S B U R G H  
P I T T S B U R G H  13, P E N N S Y L V A N I A
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  G E O G R A P H Y
The Department of Geography of the University of Pittsburgh is conducting a population study 
of the Pittsburgh area. We feel that the results of this study will be of considerable interest and 
value to the people of this area.
You were selected to participate in this study by a random sampling of addresses. We urge you 
to take the few minutes necessary to complete the questionnaire. We think you will find it interesting. 
PLEASE DO NOT W R ITE ANY NAMES ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE; we do not need names 
for this study.
In order to obtain meaningful results from this survey, it is MOST necessary for us to receive the 
maximum number of completed questionnaires. Please complete and return this questionnaire as soon 
as possible. We have enclosed a self-addressed envelope for your convenience. Return postage has 
been paid.
W a need your cooperation. Thank you.
Leonard Kuntz 
Assistant Professor
1. Please fill in the following chart concerning the members of your household.
Directions;
Include only those members who are now living in your household, or those who are temporarily 
absent, such as a student away at college.
In the column RELATIO N SH IP  TO TH E HEAD OF TH E HOUSEHOLD, the name 
“HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD” has been printed on line 1. Complete the information for 
the head of the household. Then indicate the relationship of each of the members of the 
household to the head by writing W IFE, SON, W IF E ’S FATHER, etc. as the case may be
on the following lines and complete the information. DO NOT W RITE NAMES.
In the column OCCUPATION, state the occupation as specifically as possible; for example: 
file clerk, owner of grocery, salesman, housewife.
RELATIONSHIP TO THE HEAD OF THE HOUSEHOLD AGE SEX PLACE OF BIRTH OCCUPATION








2. If you (head of household) were not bom in Allegheny County, in what year did you first move to 
Allegheny Cotmty?.........................
3. W here did you live JUST before you moved to your present address:
(House or Block Number) (Street) (City) (State)
4. In  what year did you move to your present address?.........................
5. Check the type of housing unit in which you now live.
n  Single detached house Q  Double or Duplex Q  Apartment Q  Room
6. Do you own or rent your own residence? (Check one) □  Own □  Rent
7. Do you plan to move in the next year or two? (Check one) □  Yes □  No
8. If you do plan to move in the next year or two W ITH IN  Allegheny County, write the name of 
the community; for example: Mt. Lebanon, Monroeville, Squirrel Hill .................................................
9. If you plan to move in the next year or two OUTSIDE of Allegheny County, write the city and the 
state ..................................................................
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